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theworld around her. Sherunsaround the house, opensup drawers,
pullsout potsand pansand everything el se shecan get her littlehands
into. Oneday, wewereat afriend’ shouse eating supper, and shewas
playing onthefloor intheir dining areawhilewewereeating until their
big black dog came strollinginto theroomwherewewereeating. My
daughter immediately ran asfast asher littlelegscould carry her over
tomeydling, “Mamal” | picked her up, and her musclesimmediately
rdlaxedinmy arms. Why? Because sheknew that | loveher, and she
trusted metotakecareof her. It wasbut afew short minutesuntil she
was completely at easeand waseven reaching out her hand to pet the
dog.

We are God'’schildren from the moment we give Him the control of
our lives. Heisour protector. Heisour safety and the safety for our
children. Helovesus, andinour fear we should immediately runto
Him. InHisarmsHecastsout fear. Thereisno fear whenweliveour
livesevery day under thewings of obedienceto Jesus Christ.

There was aman in the Old Testament named David. He went
through many difficult and scary circumstancesbecauseaman named
King Saul tried tokill him. AsDavid learned many truthsabout God
and grew closer toHim, hewrote many poemscalled“Psams’. These
are poemsinspired by God to teach about God. There are 150 of
these, not all by David, but they arefound inthe Old Testament. He
wrote severa Psalmsabout fear, but | have chosen onefor usto read
and meditate onthisweek- Psalm 27. Read it during your prayer time
thisweek. If you do not havethe Old Testament, | have copied for
youthisPsalmandincludeditinthismateria. Ask Godtoteachyou
tolay all of your fearsdown and climb up into Hisarmsof loveand

stey.

*Close this week in prayer, but this time let each one find a partner
preferably of the same gender. Talk to each other about thingsin your
livesthat you gresatly fear. Then pray for each other about fears, citethem
specificaly beforetheLord. Ask God to take away thefear and replace
itwithfaithinHim. Tell God of your desireto put al of your trustin Him,
even about thosethingsthat areterrifying.
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Psalm 27

TheLordismy lightand my salvation;

Whomshall | fear?

TheLordisthestrength of my life; of whomshdl | beafraid?
When thewicked came against meto eat up my flesh,

My enemiesand foes, They sumbled andfell.

Though anarmy may encamp againgt me, My heart shall not fear;
Thoughwar may riseagainst me, Inthis! will be confident.

Onething | havedesired of theLord, That | will seek:

That | may dwell inthe house of theL ord al thedaysof my life.
To behold the beauty of the LORD, andtoinquirein Histemple.
For inthetimeof troubleHe shal hidemeinHispavilion;

Inthe secret place of Histabernacle He shall hideme;

Heshall set me high uponarock.

And now my head shall belifted up abovemy enemiesal around me;
Thereforel will offer sacrificesof joy in Histabernacle;

I will Sing, yes, | will sSing praisestotheLord.

Hear, OLORD, when| cry with my voice!

Have mercy aso upon me, and answer me.

When You said, “ Seek My Face,”

My heart saidto You, “Your face, LORD, | will seek.”

Do not hide Your facefromme;

Do not turn Your servant away inanger; You have been my help;
Do not leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation.

When my father and my mother forsakeme,

Thenthe LORD will take care of me.

Teach me Your way, O LORD,

Andlead meinasmooth path, because of my enemies.
Do not deliver metothewill of my adversaries,

For fa sewitnesseshaverisenagainst me,

And such asbregath out violence.
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| would havelost heart, unless| had believed that | would see the good of
theLORD

Intheland of theliving.

Wait onthe LORD;

Beof good courage;

AndHeshdl strengthen your heart;

Wait, | say, onthe LORD!
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BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“Love-The Meaning of Chrig’s Earthly Minigry”’-Lesson 5
Matthew 8-10

“But when Hesaw themultitudes, Hewas moved with compassion
for them, becausethey wer eweary and scatter ed, like sheep having
no shepherd.” Matthew 9:36

*Before starting this lesson, please check to see how many people
have been having their time alonewith Christ. It isimportant not be
critical, buat in love, encourage one another to stay in God’'s Word
every day. Invite them to continue reading the book of Matthew until
thevery end Askif people have been praying for the people mentioned
that need Christ.. See if anyone had an opportunity to share their
testimony during the week.

Review

1. Theprophet Isaiah said that Jesuswould be called Immanuel which
means“God ”

2. Jesussadthat when Hefind Iy returnsto earth, everyonewill seeHim
cominginthe with great power and glory.

3. Jesussaidthat no oneknowswhen Hewill return to earth except the

4. John baptized many in the wilderness who repented of their

5. Johnsaid Onewas coming who would dividethe people of theearth,
and that those who rejected Him would be condemned to an
unquenchable

6. Jesusansweredthedevil threetimesusing the of God.
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7. If wewant to grow closer to God we must spend timeadonewithHim

8. Jesuscaleddll of ustobe” of men.”

9. What was Jesus doing on the boat during the storm?

10. Why werethedisciplesafraid?

11. Jesusrebuked Hisdisciplesbecausethey were and
didnot trust Him.

12. The Bibleteachesusthat when welive under thewingsof Christ’s
protection we do not need to have

After crossing the seaof Galileeduring thefearful storm, Jesusand
Hisdisciplesarrived on the other side of the seaand therein that place
they met two men who were demon-possessed. These menwerefierce
and had been in the tombs. Suddenly one of them cried out to Jesus,
“What haveweto dowith You, Jesus, You Son of God? Haveyou come
hereto torment usbeforethetime?’

Some distance away from where the place where the demon-
possessed men were, agroup of herdsmen waswatching their pigsfeed
near the shore. Thedemonsbegged Jesusthat if Hewere going to expel
them from the bodies of the men, to send them to the bodies of the pigs.
Jesusagreed saying, “Go!” When the demons entered into the pigs, the
pigs sprang violently out of control plunging recklessly down the steep
terrainintothe seatotheir deaths.

Theherdsmenranintothecity telling everyonewhat had happened
tothemen aswell aswhat had happened totheir pigs. Thetownspeople
came out and begged Jesusto leavetheregion. Jesusclimbedinto His
boat, and returned to Galilee.

Having returned to Galilee, apardytic wasbrought to Jesus. Jesus
curedthemanof hisparayssanddsoforgavehimof hissins. Theonlookers
marveled and glorified God, but the Pharisees considered Himto bea
blasgphemer.

Moving on from there, Jesus came across atax collector named
Matthew. He called Matthew to follow Him, and immediately He did.
Jesuswent to eat with him aswell asother tax collectors and peopl e of
terriblereputationsin thecity. When the Pharisees saw withwhom Jesus
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was eating, they questioned Jesus' disciplesasto why Jesuswould do
this. Jesusanswered them saying “1 desiremercy, not sacrifice.”

Now Jesuswent from there and reached out to all peoplefrom all
walksof life. Therewasanother manwhowasaruler among hispeople.
This man had a daughter that had died. Jesus went to the mourning
ceremony, took the girl by the hand and raised her from the dead.

Herestored sight to two blind men who followed Him and begged
to be healed. Herestored speech to aman who not only was mute but
was also demon-possessed. He cast out the demons and the man was
heded.

Jesus saw the many needs of the people and was moved with
compassion. Theneedswereso gredt; the peoplewerelike sheep having
no shepherd. Hesaidto Hisdisciples, “ Theharvest truly isplentiful, but
thelaborersarefew. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborersinto Hisharvest.”

Hethen took Hisdisciplesand sent them all over the country of
Israel. He gave them power to meet many needs of the people; their
purposewasto shareand show Hislove. Hegavethem specificingructions
to seek out peoplewho werewilling to listen to the Good News of Christ.
Hetold them that when they found such people, they would leave the
peace of God on the home of that person. But Hewarned them that many
would rgject them and their words.

Hesaid tothem, “I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore, bewise as serpentsand harmlessasdoves.” Hetold them not
toworry about the physical needs. For the Father who knowseventhe
number of hairson our headisin control of al thingsand valuesusgrestly.

He concluded Hisremarks before sending them out saying, “And
whoever givesone of theselittle onesonly acup of water inthenameof a
disciple, assuredly, | say toyou, heshall by no meanslosehisreward.”

Oral Questions
1. Who did Jesus meet after He and His disciples crossed the Sea of

Galileeafter thefearful boat ride?
2. What waswrong with thesetwo men?
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9.

10.
1.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

What did Jesusdo for them?

Why did the pigsthrow themsalvesinto the Sea?

Why did the townspeople ask Jesusto leavetheir region?

What did Jesusdo for the paraytic?

Why did the Phariseescall Jesusablasphemer?

What wasthe name of thetax collector Jesusmet and called tofollow
Him?

Why werethe Phariseescritical of Jesusand Hisdinner companions
a thisparticular place?

What was Jesus' responseto these people?

What did Jesusdo for theruler’ sdaughter?

What did Jesusdo for the blind men?

How did Jesus heal the man who could not speak? What waswrong
withhim?

What did Jesus send out Hisdisciplesto do?

Jesustold Hisdisciplestobeaswiseas and harmless
as :

Hetold them not to worry about what kind of things?

Hesaid that God knows even the number of that we
have?

Hetold themthat if peoplewould do aslittleasgiveacup of water to
aparticular group of peoplethat they would not losetheir reward?
What group of peoplewashetalking about?
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Spiritual Truths-Lesson 5
Matthew 8-10

1. Jesuscaresfor each person. Hecaresfor the demon-possessed, the
sick, the poor, thewealthy and especialy thechildren. Everyoneis
worthy and of valuein the kingdom of God!!!

2. Mendo not always carefor other people. Intheencounter with the
demon-possessed men, thetownspeopl ewere so upset about the pigs
that they wanted Jesusout of their region. They didn’t careabout all
theways Jesus had helped themen. They were concerned about the
financid lossesthey had suffered. Itisavery easy thingtovauemoney
over people. Unfortunately, most of usfall intothistrap. | Timothy
6:10says, “ Theloveof money istheroot of al kindsof evil, for which
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themsdlvesthroughwithmany sorrows.” You aso may remember the
words of Jesusin Matthew 6:19-21 where He says, “Do not lay up
for yourselvestreasure on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
wherethieveshbreak in and stedl; but lay up for yourselvestreasurein
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and wherethievesdo
not break inand steal. For whereyour treasureis, thereyour heart
will bealso.” Money ispowerful. It cancontrol us, or wecangiveit
to the Lord and He can control us.

e Think, how do | spend my money every week? It may be
goodtowriteit down.

» Ask the question, do | honor Jesus with how | spend my
money?

*  Aml buyingthingsor doing thingsthat bring dishonor to God?
Am | hurting otherswith how | spend money? Am | helping
otherswith how | spend my money?

Inthe Old Testament, God required of every personto give 10% of what
they hadto God. Inthe New Testament, wearetoldto giveour livesand
everythingwehaveto God. But traditionally, we havefollowed the Old
Testament law and given 10% of our financial earningsto thework of
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God, or thechurch. Thisiscaled atithe. Begin praying now, how much
of your money doesthe Lord want you to giveto Hiswork? TheBible
teaches, that God does blessthose who contribute to the growth of His
kingdom. The Bible also teachesthat Jesuswill providefor all of our
needs. You may by thinking, “But God does not understand how poor |

am?’ “God doesn't understand how big of adebt | have madefor mysdlf?”

Jesuswasalso borninavery poor earthly family. Jesusunderstandsthe
problemsof poverty, but Heasksfor al of usto befaithful in obedienceto
whatever He asksof usto do. Ask theL ord, how Hewantsyoutobea
part of financiadly supporting Hisministry.

3. Tobeafollower of Christ meansto follow His example and love
otherslikeHedid. Itistruethat wecannot heal peopleasJesusdid,
but Jesus still curesand healspeople. We should befaithful to pray
for thesick. Weshould stay by their sdesand hold their handsintheir
momentsof pain. Weshould tell them of Jesus’ lovefor them. We
should pray for the demon-possessed. Jesusstill expelsdemonsall
over theworld through the prayers of Hispeople. We should pray
for, and help the needy. We should do what we canto helpwiththeir
physical needs, but especially tell them about thelove of Christ who
cantransformtheir livesontheinsde. Weshould especialy help the
children. Jesuscommanded Hisdisciplesto do all thesethings, but
He promised aspecia reward for peoplewhowill help children.

4. Some people are not easy to love, but God desires for usto have
mercy. Tax collectorsinthose daysweredisliked for avery good
reason. They worked for acorrupt government collecting money from
the people, and most of them charged people more than they owed
and pocketed the extrafor themselves. Showing loveto aperson
who has stolen something fromyouisnot easy to do, especidly if this
personisnot repentant at all for what he hasdone. But Jesustellsus
that asfollowers of Him, we have no right to condemn these people
evenif what they aredoing iscompletely wrong. Our duty isto pray
for them, lovethem, and show them the truth about God’ sforgiveness.
If they repent of their sins they too will receive God's complete
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forgiveness. The Bible says that we are all sinners deserving of
punishment. TheBiblesayswe havereceved forgivenessand mercy,
sowe should aso show forgivenessand mercy, evenif thisisan dmost
Impossiblething for usto do without God'spower inour lives.

Theneedsof theworld are so great, we can not dothisalone. There
aremillionsof peoplewho have never experienced theloveof Christ.
Therearemillionsof people, who have never experienced lovefrom
anyone. Therearemillionsof people, whowould, if someonewould
show them, givetheir livesto Jesusand experienceHislove. Wemust
do what we can, but we must a so pray that God would bring others
to help bring more peopleto know God'slove.

You can show your lovefor God and oneanother by giving atitheto
thework of God through your local church. God usesthelocal church
tominister to peopl€e' sproblemsspiritualy, emotiondly and physicdly.
God usesyour titheto hel p the church accomplishitstasks.

Discussion Questions

What arewaysthat | can, inmy circumstancesand inmy world, show
God'slovesto others?

What are the greatest needs of the people around me? How are
peoplehurting most wherel live?

How can | reach out to the hurting people around me?

How can | show God'slove especially to children?

Inwhat waysdo | let money come beforepeopleinmy life?

Dol honor God with my money?

How can | show those around me God'smercy inmy life?

*This is another good time to discuss supporting a missionary in
another part of the word and praying for a people group of another
country who has not yet heard of God's love.

310



Thomas Wade Akins

BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“Betrayal and Forgiveness’-L esson 6
Matthew 21-27:10

“If weconfessour sins, Heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins
and tocleanseusfrom all unrighteousness.” | John 1:9

Review

1.

ok w

IS

10.

1.

12.

The prophet |saiah said that J&uswould becalled Immanuel, which
means, “ God

Jesus said that no one knowswhen J&usm Il return to earth except
the

John baptized many inthewildernessthat repented of their .
Jesusanswered thedevil threetimesusing the of God.

If wewant to grow closer to God, we must spend timeaonewithHim

Jesuscalled dl 6f usto be“ of men.”

Jesus showed love to all people by them of their
Scknesses.
Jesuswas moved with compassion for the peopl e because He saw
their many

Jesustold Hlsfollowersto go out to al people, but to be wise as
and harmlessas

Jesus said that He knows even the number of on our

heads.

Hesaid that if peoplewould give aslittle asacup of water toachild
they would not losetheir

Jesustold Hisdisciplesin theboat duri ng thestormnotto .
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Jesustaught, preached and healed many peoplein the province of
Gdlilee, but till many rejected HisWords. Jesusexplained to Hisdisciples
that thiswas also according to God's plan for He choseto hide Histruths
from thewise and prudent and to revea them to babes.

Thetime came of which He had forewarned Hisdisciples. It was
timefor Himto goto Jerusdem, to suffer many thingsfromthechief priests
and other religiousrulers, to bekilled and to beraised from the dead.

Hisarrival into Jerusalemwasagrand affair. Peoplelinedthe
sreetson both sidesthrowing downtheir clothesand palm branchesmaking
acarpet for Him to walk on. And as he passed by them seated on a
donkey they yelled, “Hosannato the Son of David! BlessedisHewho
comesinthenameof theLord! Hosannainthehighest!”

Jesus spent severa days in Jerusalem teaching at the temple,
preaching and healing many people. But He had many confrontationsand
conflictswith the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Judas Iscariot, oneof Jesus' very own disciples, approached the
chief priestsand offered to betray Jesusto them for money. They offered
Himthirty piecesof slver. Hetook it.

Onthenight of the Passover celebration, themost important Jewish
holiday of theyear, Jesus sat with Hisdisciplesfor afinal meal together.
At thismeal, Jesus picked up the bread that they were eating, brokeit and
said, “ Take, eat; thisismy body.” Then heraised theglassof wine, gave
thanksover itand said, “ Drink fromit al of you. ThisisMy blood of the
new covenant, whichisshed for many for theforgivenessof sins.”

After dinner, dl thediscipleswent up onthe Mount of Olives. Here
Jesus warned them that they would al be made to stumble. Peter
stubbornly ins sted that Hewould never betray HisLord. Jesuspredicted
that henot only would betray Him but would deny Him threetimesbefore
therooster crowed that very morning.

Fromthere, Jesustook Hisdisciplesto Gethsemane. He spent the
rest of the night praying. Hewas sorrowful even to death because of dll
that wastranspiring. Heasked Hisdisciplesto pray with Him, but they dl
fell adeep. They awokeonly at thetimeof Judas' arrival inthegarden
with the priests and the people who cameto take Jesus away.
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Judas cameto Jesusand kissed Him asasign of Hisbetraya. The
chief priestsgrabbed Jesus and took Him to the house of Caiaphas, the
chief priest at thetimes. Thedisciplesfled from Gethsemane.

While Jesuswasin the house being tried by Caiaphasand the other
leaders, Peter wasoutsideinthe courtyard. Whilehewassitting, aservant
girl cameuptohimand said, “ You dsowerewith Jesusof Gdlilee.” Peter
deniedit. Hethen moved to the gate and waited there until another girl
saw Himand accused Him of being with Jesus. Peter againdeniedit, this
timewithan oath. A littlelater, other peoplegpproached Peter and accused
him of being with Jesus. Thistime he began to curseand swear saying, “|
do not know the Man!” Immediately the rooster crowed, and Peter
remembered Jesus’ words on the Mount of Olives. Hewent away and
wept bitterly.

When themorning came, the chief prieststook Jesusto Pilateto be
put to death. Judas seeing that Jesus had been condemned to death was
remorseful and tried to returnthethirty piecesof slver tothechief priests.
He said to them, “| have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They
answered him, “What isthat tous? You seetoit!” “Judasthanthrew the
money onthefloor of thetemple, went away fromthereand hanged himsdlf.”

Oral Questions

1. God'splanisto hidethetruth from thewiseand prudent and reved it

towhom?

How was Jesustreated as He entered the city of Jerusalem?

3. Why did Judas approach thechief priests, and why did they givehim
thirty piecesof slver?

4. DuringJesus last Passover dinner with Hisdisciples, Hetold them

that thewine and bread were special. How so?

Jesustold them that Hisblood must be shed. Why?

On the Mt. of Olives, Jesustold Hisfollowersthat they would be

made to stumble. Peter denied this. Jesus than makes a specia

prediction about Peter, what wasit?

With what gesture does Judas betray Jesus?

8. WhileJesuswasheing tried by thereligiousleaderswherewas Peter?
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9. Two girls came up to Peter at separate times and accused Him of
something. What?

10. A third time several people came and claimed that Peter waswith
Jesus. How did Peter respond to these people?

11. Whendid Judasfed guilty for betraying Jesus?

12. Why did he go back to the chief priests?

13. What did Judas do when the chief priestsrefused to accept back the
betraya money?
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Spiritual Truths- L esson 6
Matthew 11-27:10

1. DuringJesus last meal with Hisdisciples, He began atradition that
has been observed by followersof Christ al over theworld sincethat
timeuntil today. Wecdll thistradition the Lord' s Supper. TheLord's
Supper is not a supernatural event that takes away sins or does
something specia inour bodies. Itisnot amomentinwhich ordinary
bread and juice magicaly become Jesus blood andflesh. Itisatime
for followers of Christ to cometogether, eat bread, drink wineand
remember Jesus' sacrificeonthecross. Itisatimeto remember the
price Jesus paid for the sinsin our lives. It isatime of joy and
thanksgiving aswerejoicetogether intheforgivenessHe bought for
us. 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 teachesusthat itisaseriousoccasion; itis
not somethingtodolightly. Itisatimeto meditateon Hissacrificefor
usand examineour ownlivesinlight of what Hehasdonefor usonthe
Cross.

2. God knows our failures even beforewe do, and He still acceptsus
and wantsto useusin Hiskingdom. Fromthetime Jesusfirst called
Peter to bea“fisher of men”, Heknew that on thisvery night Peter
would betray Him. But aswe continueto read our Bibles, welearnin
Actsthat God used Peter to lead thousands of peopleto Christ. In
fact there aretwo booksin the Biblethat were written by Peter. In
Acts 2, right after Jesusreturnsto heaven, we see Peter preaching a
sermonin Jerusaleminfront of thevery peoplehewasso afraid of on
thenight of thebetrayd.

Inthe sameway, our failuresare no surpriseto God. Even after we
accept Christ, wewill havefailuresinour lives. Wewill sin; wewill
betray Him; wewill dothevery thingswe hate.

3. What than should we do after wefail before God?

Thereweretwo menwho betrayed Christ that night. One manwas
Peter, aman who betrayed Christ, but eventua ly was used grestly by
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God. Theother was Judaswho a so betrayed God, but then committed
suicide. Many people mistakenly believethat the reason Peter became
successful and Judasfailed wasbecause Judas betrayal wasgrester.
Thisisnot so. TheBibleteachesusthat weare ALL sinners. Weall
betray God and deserve eternal punishment for our betrayal. But if
thisisnot true, what was Judas' tragic mistake?

-Judas did not repent of His sins and seek God’s

forgiveness.

Therearemany peoplewho know when they have done something wrong.
Many peoplefed horribleguilt for thingsthey havedoneintheir livesthat
werewrong. Some peoplehavedonethingssoterriblethat they fed that
even God could never forgivethemfor thesethings. TheBibleteachesus
that THISISNOT TRUE.

I John 1.9 says, “If we confess our sins, He isfaithful and just to
forgiveusour sinsand cleanseusfrom AL L unrighteousness.”

Thismeansthat if aperson:

+ Comesto God

+ TdlsGodwhat he/shehasdone

+ Repents

+ AsksGodtoforgivehim/her of thissin

+ THEN GOD ISFAITHFUL TOFORGIVE THISPERSON
OF ANYTHING-NO MATTER HOW HORRIBLE THE
SIN 1S, JESUS SACRIFICE ON THE CROSS IS
WORTHY ENOUGH TO CLEANSE THISSIN.

Thisasomeans, that asafollower of Chrigt, we should never live defested
remembering past sinsthat have already been forgiven by God. We do
not needtoliveinguilt for thingsChrist hasdready forgotten. Peter repented
of hissinsand was ableto be used by God. We also may repent of our
sinsand beused greatly by God.

Judastruly did have wickednessin hisheart. Itisahorriblething to betray
acloseFriend, and to causethis Person to suffer ahorribledeathwhen He
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was completely innocent of all wrong doing. However, thetruthisthat
God till had aplanfor Judas life. Even Judaswasworthy of forgiveness
by God. Jesus sacrificeof Hislifeonthecrosswasbig enoughtoforgive
even Judas. If only hehad cometo Christ, but instead hedlowed theguilt
totakecontrol of hislife, it becametoo much and heended hisownlife.

4.

PO

Jesustold Hisdisciplesthat our covenant or agreement with Godis
made possi ble because of Hisblood that was shed for theforgiveness
of sins. We did nothing to receive God'sforgivenessin our lives.
Oncewe have accepted Jesusinto our hearts, thereisnothingwecan
dotolosethisforgiveness. Ephesians 1:13b-14 says, “inwhom also,
having believed , youwere seded withthe Holy Spirit of promisewho
istheguarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, tothepraiseof Hisglory.” John 3:16 saysthat you have
“eternd life”. Once Christ entersyou He never leavesyou. You are
saved forever from that point on. The Bible says that we should
remember Christ’ssacrificefor usand quit snning. Wemust do our
besttoliveevery day of our livesin complete obedienceto Him. But
1 John 2:1 remindsusthat if we do sin, we must remember whois
livinginsdeof us. Wemust remember that Jesusisin our livesasour
defender beforethe Father. Heisthe substitute payment for our sins.

Discussion

What do you think of Peter and of Judas?

What doestheword, “forgiveness’ meantoyou?

Haveyou ever felt so guilty that you canidentify with Judas?

Do not say anything out loud, but isit possiblethat you did something
so horribleyou find it difficult to accept Christ’ sforgivenessin your
life?

What isJesuswordsto youinthisstuation? Haveeveryoner ecite
or read aloud 1 John 1:9

Each person should bow your head and speak to God al that isin his/her
heart. If thereissinthere, confessit. Ask God to take away theguilt.
Ask God, by His mercy, to keep you away, at all costs, from thissin.
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Confessopenly that Jesus' sacrificeonthecrossisenoughtoforgiveyou
of your sin. Claimthistruth.

*1t may bethat later on, Satan may try to attack you with accusing
thoughts of guilt. These thoughts are NOT from God. These
thoughts are not real guilt but false guilt. If you begin to have
these feelings of false guilt about something God has already
forgiven, immediately stop and pray. Say,

“Thank you Jesusfor Your forgiveness of my sin (say the
sn specifically). Lord, thank you that Your sacrificeisworthy
toforgiveeven me. | trustin Your blood, and | ask that You
removetheseguilty thoughtsfrom my mind.”

God isfaithful,and Hewill dothis. If you pray to God every time
Satan attacksyou, it won’t be long before he will quit attacking,
and you will be free of these thoughts of guilt forever. We have
completevictory over every areaof our lifein Christ!
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BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Crucifixion of Christ”-Lesson 7
Matthew 26-27

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but touswho arebeing saved it isthe power of God.” |
Corinthians1:18

1

2.

10.

1.

Theprophet | saiah said that Jesuswould be called Immanuel, which
means, “God ”
Jesussaid that noone knowswhen Hewill return to earth except the

John baptized many in the wilderness that repented of their

Jesus answered the devil three times using the of

If wewant to grow closer to God and be ableto resist temptation, we

must spendtime withHim .

Jesuscalled Hisfollowersto be* of

Jesustold Hisdisciplesnot to because of Hispresence

withthem.

Jesus spent His time on earth in the synagogues,
about the Kingdom of God, and the

diseases of the people.

Jesustold Hisfollowersto go out to al people, but to be
asserpentsand harmlessas
Jesus said that He knows even the number of onour

OntheMount of Olives Jesuspredicted that would betray
Himthreetimesbeforetherooster crowed that morning.
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12. wasthedisciplewho betrayed Jesusfor thirty pieces
of dlver.

13. repented of Hisbetraya and waslater used greatly
by God.

14. felt very guilty for what He had done and went out
andkilled himsdlf.

15. TheBibleteachesthat if we* our ains, Heisfaithful and
just to us our sins and cleans us from
unrighteousness.”

While Peter was outside the door to Caigphas’ house, Jesuswas
Inddebeing accused by dl kindsof fa setestimony. Noneof itwascredible
enoughto convict Him. Jesusallowed Hisaccusersto continueto attack
Himwithout even opening Hismouthin Hisown defense. Having been
unableto accomplish anything, Caiaphasasked Jesus, “ Tell usif You are
the Christ, the Son of God!”

Findly JesusbrokeHisslencesaying, “Itisasyousad. Neverthedess,
| say toyou, hereafter you will seethe Son of Man Sitting at theright hand
of the Power, and coming onthe clouds of heaven.”

Thiswasevidence enough for Caiaphas, and heripped hisclothes
pronouncing Jesus a blasphemer. They took Jesus, spat on Hisface,
mocked Him, and beat and dapped Him.

When morning came, the chief priestsand leaders bound Him and
led Him away to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor over the province of
Judea. Thegovernor asked Jesus, “Areyou theking of the Jews?’ His
answer wassimply, “Asyousay.” Thechief prieststhen proceeded to
bring forththeir list of accusations, but Jesusagain did not even respond.
Thegovernor marveled at Jesus' ability toremainsilent. Hedid not find
Jesusguilty andtried to find apeaceful way torelease Him.

Asit wasPassover, themost important Jewish holiday of theyear, it
had alwaysbeen Pilate’' s custom to rel ease one prisoner at thewill of the
people. Thisyear, hebrought forth two men beforethe people. Onewas
Barrabas, ahated convict, and Jesus. He asked the people which one
they wished for himtorelease. The people, having been stirred up by the
chief priests, hollered out for Barrabas to be released and Jesus to be
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crucified. Pilatethenyelledto the people, “Why, what evil hasHedone?’
Their answer was, “ Let Himbecrucified!” Pilate saw that he could no
longer do anything with these peoplefor they were out of control, so he
consented to their demands saying, “ | aminnocent of theblood of thisjust
Person. Youseetoit.” The peopleresponded by saying, “Hisblood be
onusand on our children. ”Pilate released Barrabas and commanded
Jesus to be whipped and then sent Him to his headquarters, called the
Praetorian, where Hewould befurther tortured.

At the Praetorian, Hewas stripped and dressed in ascarlet robe.
They gaveHim areed to hold and stuck acrown of thornsinto Hisscalp.
Thesoldiersmadefun of Him and spat on Him. They knedled beforeHim
inmock tribute. Then they took the reed that had been in Hishand and
struck Himonthehead withit.

After the soldiershad finished al they wereto dointhe Pragtorian,
they put Hisclothesback on Him and led Him away to Golgotha, meaning
Place of the Skull. Thiswasthe placewherethecrucifixionsweretotake
place. Asthey werewaking from the Pragtorian, they forced aman named
Simonto carry Jesus crossfor Him.

While Jesuswas hanging on the cross, the soldiersdivided up His
clothesand threw lotsto seewhowould get what. They watched Himdie
from underneath thecross. The chief priestsand other eldersalso came
out to see Him hang, they laughed at Him and made sarcastic comments
asto why Hewouldn’t get down from the cross. Many other people
cameby the placewhere Hewas crucified shaking their headsand making
rude comments. Eventhetwo thieveswho were hanging next toHimon
thecrossdid not refrain from making hateful remarks.

But from the sixth hour until the ninth hour darknesscameover al
the earth. Jesuscried out to God, “Eli, Eli Lama Sabachtani!” Which
means“ My God, My God, why hast thoughforsskenme?” Hearing this
cry, an onlooker ran and got aspongefull of sour wineandtriedto giveit
toJesus. Therest of thecrowd said, “Let Himaone. Let usseeif Elijah
will cometo save Him.” Then Jesus cried out again and gave up His
Spirit.

At Hisdeath there were many strangethingsthat occurred all over
JerusdlemtestifyingtowhoHewas. Thevell inthetemplewhich separated
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theHoliest placefrom therest of thetempleripped from top to bottom;
the earth quaked, rocks shattered; but al so many graveswereopened and
the bodies of followersof Christ who had aready died cameout of their
gravesand walked around thecity of Jerusalem.

The evening of Jesus’ death, avery rich man named Joseph of
Arimatheawent to Pilate and asked if He could takethe body to be buried.
Pilate agreed, and Jesus was taken to abrand new tomb that had been
carved out arock. Joseph took Jesus' body, wrappeditinacleanlinen
cloth, lad Jesusdowninthe caveandrolled alarge stone over theentrance
of thetomb before He departed with Mary Magda eneand the other Mary
fromthat place.

Oral Questions

1. HowdidtheJewishleadersfindly convict Jesusinthetrid a Caigphas

house?

How did Jesusrespondto al of their accusationsagainst Him?

3. HowdidPilatereact to Jesus ahility toremainquiet beforeall of His
accuseys?

4. WhowasBarrabas?

5. How did the Roman soldierstreat Jesus?

6. How didthepriestsand other onlookerstreat JesusasHehung onthe
Cross?

7. What happened dl over the earth between the sixth and the ninth hour?

8. What did Jesuscry out before Heyielded His Spirit to God?

9. What strangethingshappened at Jesus' death?

10. What did Joseph of Arimatheado with Jesus' body?

N
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 7
Matthew 26-27

God'swaysarenot man’sways. L et usreadtogether apassageof Scripture
foundin| Corinthians1:18-21,27. Read thispassagetwo or three
times, so everyone has time to think about what the Bible is saying.

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but touswhoarebeing saved it isthepower of God. For
itiswritten:

‘I will destroy thewisdom of thewise, and bring to nothing
theunder standing of theprudent.’

Whereisthewise? Whereisthescribe? Whereisthedisputer of
thisage? HasGod not madefoolish thewisdom of thisworld? For
since, inthewisdom of God, thewor Id through wisdom did not know
God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe....But God choose thefoolish
thingsof theworld to put to shamethewise, and God has chosen
the weak things of the world to put to shamethethingsthat are
mighty.”

Aswelook at thelifeof Christ, we can seethat God’ swaysarenot man's
ways.
When an earthly kingisborn, heisborninapaace. But God
sent Jesus, the King of Kings, to bebornin poverty.
<+ When someoneisto announce animportant message or the
arivd of animportant person, thismessenger isrich, beautifully
dressed and driving around inanimportant vehicle. God sent
Johnthe Baptist wearing camels hair to announcethearriva
of Jesusin the desert where people had to go out of their way
to hear Hisannouncement.
When a human king has an enemy who he can easily
overpower, hedestroysHimimmediately. Jesusdeliberately
went out in the desert to be tempted by Satan, and He hasnot
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yet destroyed Satan.

< Whenahuman king choosesHisclosest companions, Hepicks
menwho have graduated from thefinest schools, comefrom
thefinest families, and who havelotsof money. Jesuschose,
among other common professions, fishermen andtax collectors.

<+ Anearthly king forces his peopleto obey Him and punishes
thosewho defy him. Jesustaught ustolove. Healowspeople
to choosetofollow Himor rgject Him.

< A human king makesotherswork for him, pay taxesand some
evenkill thosewho betray Hisgovernment. Jesusdied onthe
crossdeliberately because Hewanted to pay the pricefor our
sins. Hewantsusto befreeto liveeternaly withHim.

<+ When an earthly king dies, heisburied and hisson takeshis
place. When Jesusdied, Heroseagain and reignsfor eternity.

Jesusisnot aman. Heis God. Heisto be worshipped, adored and
obeyed. Helovesusand wantsthebest for us. Hislifehereon earthis
totally incomprehensible. God’ swaysare so much greater than aresmall
minds can comprehend that they areillogical to men.

*The Bibleteachesusthat one of thethingsthat the Lord lovesisto hear
thepraisesof Hispeople. Praisesmply meanstotell Jesushow muchyou
loveHim and appreciate dl thewonderful thingsthat Heis. God lovesto
hear our heartslovefor Him. Helovesto hear thingslike, “1 loveyou
Lord because you loved me;” or “| praiseyou Lord becauseyou area
great and powerful God.” Thesearephrasesthat tell God who Heisto
mepersonaly.

Aswethink about thelifeand death of Christ, we can only be amazed to
think what God, the Creator of theuniversedid for us. Hislovefor usis
more than we can ever understand. Hiswaysare so much greater and
better than anything we could ever even appreciate. Thisisan gppropriate
timeto stop for amoment and prai se God.

Thepurpose of Hiscrucifixion wasto beasacrificefor our sin. Hewas
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punished, judged and condemned for your sinsthat you have committed
andwill commit. We should thank and praissHim daily for being our Lord
and Savior.

We are going to do something called “ sentence prayers.” A sentence
prayer iswhere everyone praysasentence at atime asthoughtscometo
his’her mind that he/shewould liketo expressto God. Let’sall bow our
heads and think about God, Jesus, what He did during Hisministry on
earth, what Hedid on the cross, on Hisreturn, and what Heisdoing right
now inour lives. Thenlet’staketurnsputtinginwordsour fedingstowards
God. For example, “Dear Father, | love you because you saved me.”
Than another person saysanother sentence, “ Father God, You areakind
father tome.” Each person can and should pray asmany timesashe/she
feelsledto by the Spirit. Thisisatimeto sharepublicly that, whichisin
our hearts. Continuefor aslong as needed. Then move on to prayer
requestsand pray for oneanother.

*Leader, remind membersto begintoincludeatimeof praisedailyin
their time alone with God. Be sure to ask members every week how
their quiet times are going. Encourage the ones who are having
trouble, and allow people to share things that God has shown them
or neat things God has done for them.
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BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Resurrection of Christ”- Lesson 8
Matthew 27

“For | know the thoughts | think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughtsof peaceand not of evil, to giveyou afutureand ahope.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Review

1

> w

N o

9.

10.

1.

12.

Theprophet | saiah said that Jesuswould be called Immanuel, which
means, “God ”
Jesussaid that no one knowswhen Hewill return to earth except the

Johnbaptized many inthewildernessthat repented of their
Jesus answered the devil three times using the of

If wewant to grow closer to God and be ableto resist temptation we

must spend time withHim .

Jesuscalled Hisfollowersto be“fishersof

Jesustold Hisdiscipleson the boat not to

Jesus was moved with compassion for the people because of their

many

Jesus told His followers to go out in His name being wise as
and harmlessas

Peter betrayed Jesusby Himthreetimesin Caigphas

courtyard.

Judasbetrayed Jesusby turning Himinto the priestsfor
piecesof Slver.

Jesus ALL of our sinswhen we confessthem.
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13. How did the Roman soldierstreat Jesus?

14. Thechief priestscametothefoot of thecrossto at Jesusas
Hedied.

15. Thereweremany strange occurrenceswhen Jesusdiedincluding many
dead peoplewho around thecity of Jerusalem.

16. Joseph of Arimatheatook Jesus body tolayitina

Theday after Jesuswascrucified, the chief priestsand Pharisees met
together and again approached Pilate. They told Pilate that Jesus had
prophesi ed that Hewould beraised from the dead on thethird day. They
asked if special security measure could be taken to ensure that no one
stolethebody. Pilate agreed to their request, so the group of themwent to
thetomb and sedl ed therock that was blocking the entranceinto the cave.
They asoleft armed guardsthereto watch that place.

Now the day after the Sabbath, that isthe very first day of theweek,
Mary Magda ene and the other Mary went back to thegrave. But when
they got there, there was agreat earthquake and the stone that had been
blocking the entrance into the tomb had been moved. Anangel of the
L ord that had come down from heaven was sitting on top of therock that
had been used to seal the grave. The angel’s clothes were white like
snow, and Helooked asif Hewerelightening. The soldierswho had been
guarding thetomb were a so there shaking in fear until they becamelike
dead men.

Theangel told theladiesnot tofear. Hesaid, “for | know that you
seek Jesuswhowascrucified. Heisnot here, for Heisrisen, asHesaid.
Come; seethe placewherethe Lord lay. And go quickly andtell His
disciplesthat Heisrisen from the dead, and indeed Heisgoing beforeyou
into Galilee; thereyouwill sseHim. Behold, | havetold you.”

Theladieshearing thiswerefilled with joy and turned to run quickly
back tothedisciples. Onther way, Jesusmet them saying, “Regoicel” So
they stopped, held Him by thefeet and worshipped Him. Jesusreminded
theladiestotdl thedisciplestomeet Himin Galilee.

Meanwhile, the guards got up and went back to townto tell the chief
priestseverything that had happened. Thechief priest met together and
agreedto offer theguardsalarge sum of money for them to go around and
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tell peoplethat they had fallen asleep and that peopl e had stolen Jesus
corpse. Theprieststhen promised to protect themif Pilatefound out, and
they got introuble. So the soldierstook the money, and many rumors
floated around Jerusalem for many years.

Thediscipleswent to Galileeto aspecific mountain where Jesushad
instructed them to go. He came to them, and they worshipped Him.
However somedoubted. Then Jesusspoketo them Hisfinal instructions
before ascending into heaven. Hesaid, “ All authority hasbeen given
tomein heaven and on earth. Go, thereforeand makedisciplesof
all nations, baptizingthem inthenameof the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observeall thingsthat |
have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the
end of theage.” Amen.

Oral Questions

Why did the Phariseeswant to put guardsat Jesus' grave?
What two ladiescameto visit thegravesite?
What did theseladies seewhen they arrived there?
What didtheangd tell them?
What happened to the guards?
Wheredid theguardsgo after theangel appeared?
What wasthe offer made them by the chief priests?
Who did theladies see asthey wererunning back to meet thedisciples?
Wheredid Jesustell Hisdisciplesto meet Him?
. What wasthe command that Jesusgave Hisfollowerson themountain
before He ascended?
11. Withwhom did Jesuspromiseto befrom now until theend of theage?

HOoO~NoUOA~MwWDNE

o
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 8
Matthew 28

1. Themessage of Jesusisto besharedto all people. It could bethat
God hasbeen working in your heart giving you the strength and the

desireto share Hismessagewith others. Therearemany waystotell
othersabout theloveof Christ. Onegoodway istolead aperson, or
group of people, through the story of Hislife. You candothisthrough
thismaterial in seven weeks. Sincelesson four, we have, asagroup
been praying for specific people God haslaid onyour heart. Hopefully
you have had achanceto tell these peoplealittle about the change
that hasoccurred inyour life. If not, makethisweek theweek you
approach them.

>

Do NOT go to this person and tell them how horrible of a
person they are and that God is going to send them to
unquenchablefireif they don’t repent.

DO invitethemto do ashort Bible study withyou intheir
home. Tell them that you have been learning about the Bible
and werewondering if maybe they would beinterested in
studying with you about thelife of Christ for sevenweeks.
Whenyou goto their home, takeapartner withyou. Maybe
somebody from your Bible study group, or aperson you met
a church. Your Bible study leader may want to go with you.
When you go, spend timetalking to the person about things
goingonintheir lives. Meet their family members; listento
their needs. Pray for them, their job, their family, and ask
God to bring His peace ontheir home.

Start with thefirst story about the birth of Christ. Allow them
toask questions. If you don’t know the answer that isokay.
Just tell them you will ask your Bible study |eader because
you don't know, and then bring theanswer back the next week.
Do NOT stay at their homefor over one hour. Remember
thisisashort Biblestudy.

Everyday that week and every week thereafter, pray for this
personandtheir family. Ask your group memberstojoinyou
inprayer for them.
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REMEMBER: Just aswe do not have power to cure anyone or expel
any demons, we do not have any power to convince people of their need
for Christ. Theonewho hasthe power istheHoly Spiritwholivesinus.
He has power to cure peopl e of diseases; He haspower to expel demons
from peopl€'slives, and Heisthe onewho breaksthechainsof sinina
person’slifeand bringsthemto repentancein Christ. Our respongbilityis
to shareand pray.

It may bethat you arein asituation where you do not have an opportunity
to do aseven- week Bible study with aperson, but would liketo share
with them about Jesus Christ.
What to do:
- Tel them, asbest you can remember, the story of Christ. Tell
them of Hishbirth, Hisbaptism, Hislife, Hismiracles, Hislove,
Hismessage of repentance, Hisbetrayal, Hisdeath and His
resurrection.
Tel themthat likethe peoplein Jesus' time, wehaveall done
wrong before God, even if we arevery good people. This
meanswehaveadl sinned. Givethem examplesof somesins.
lying, stedling, hate, envy, adultery, etc.
Tell them that just as God forgave the peopleinthe Bible, He
forgave you when you repented of your sins.
Explainalittleabout your life before Christ, themoment you
chose to follow Christ, and your life since Christ (your
tesimony).
Read or recite one of the most important versesinthe Bible,
John 3:16. It says, “ For God so loved theworld that Hegave
Hisonly begotten Son that whoever believesin Him should
not perish but haveeverlagting life.”
Ask thepersonif they a'sowould liketo repent of their sins,
believein Christ and accept theforgivenessthat Hecangive
them.
Explain that to believe meansto turn your lifeover to Chrigt.
Thisistotrust Him and commit your lifeto Him.
If they say, “yes” hdpthemto pray asmpleprayer giving their
livesto God.
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If they say, “no” ask themif they would permit youto pray for
them at thismoment, then pray to God that Hewould help
them understand Histruth for their lives.

* Stop and take time as agroup to practice presenting Christ to another
person. Divide up in pairs and let each person go through an entire
presentation.

After having practiced, you might think, “ Thisisimpossible, | can never
tell anyoneabout Christ.” Think about thisfina truthinthisstudy:

2. “And,lo, | anwithyouawayseventotheend of theage.” TheBible
teaches that the moment we accept Christ, the Holy Spirit of God
comesand dwellswithinour lives. You may havenot realizedit, but
Hehasaready been at work inyour life (John 14:7).

» Heisthe onewho teachesusin our time alonewith God everyday
(John 14:26)

» Heistheonewho makesusfed guilty whenwedisobey God. Heis
the Onewho enabled usto understand for thefirst timethat wewere
sinnersand needed Christ’sforgivenessinour lives. (John 16:8-11)

» Heistheonewho givesuswisdom and guidesusin God's perfect will
for our lives. (John 16:13)

» Hecomfortsuswhenwearesad. (Acts9:31)

» Heempowersuswith specia giftssowecan dothingswenever even
dreamed we could do. He gives usthe wordsto tell others about
Chrigt. (I Corinthians12)

We may think that we can never becomethekind of follower of Christ that
weneedto be. Wemay think that obeying God isimpossible. Thetruth
isthat thisistrue. We can never do anything to follow Christ, but God can
throughthe Holy Spirit who dwelswithinour lives.

Thisisthesecret totdling othersabout Chrigt; itisthesecret toliving alife
without fear; itisthe secret to making right decisonsevery day. Whenwe
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allowed the Creator of the Universeto enter into our lives, Hegave usthe
gift of Hiscongtant presence. Thepresenceof theHoly Spiritisour source
of strength and power. Thisistheexciting thing becausethe Bibleteaches
usthat God hasawesome plans, incredibleideas, and abeautiful purpose
for every oneof our lives. Let usfinishthisstudy withvery specid promise
foundin Jeremiah 29:11-13:

“For | know thethoughtsthat | think toward you, saysthe
L ORD, thoughtsof peaceand not of evil, togiveyou afutureand a
hope. Then you will call upon Meand goand praytoMe, and | will
listen toyou. And you will seek Meand find M e, when you sear ch
for Mewith all your heart.”

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AS YOU CONTINUE TO
SEEK AND KNOW HIM!
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The Whesl of the Christian Life
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 1
Waylon Moore

A lifefilled with the Holy Spirit has Christ in the center

Thebody requirescertain thingsin order toliveand grow: food, air,
rest, and exercise. Without thesefour things, in balanced proportions, the
body getssick and canevendie. Thisistruespiritualy aswell. Certain
things are necessary, and are necessary in acertain order or priority, in
order that wemay beinacorrect relationship with Christ, whoisour life.
God wantshischildren to develop and mature spiritualy. Col. 1:28; Eph.
4:13-15.

We use the illustration “The Wheel of the Christian Life” to
demonstrate that a Christian should live in thisworld in an adequate
relationship with the Lord and with others. The wheel representsthe
Christian and hislife (draw acirclefor theclass). He/she should bein
contact with the world (draw aline under the circle as | have done).
Beintheworld, but do not be of theworld (John 17:11,14).
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Each wheel hasacentral axle. Thiscenter isfundamental toits
ability tofunction. Each person hassomethingin the center of his/her life.
Sometimesitiswork; other times, family; and other timesitisrecregtion,
etc. (WriteCHRIST inthecenter of thewhedl). Theaxleisthe heart of
thewhed. Aroundit, thewhedl isbuilt and centralized, onitisthewhed
Issupported and balanced; from it comedirection andimpulse. Thepur-
pose of thewheel isalwaysto moveforward, inthedirectiontheaxleis
directing. Inthelifeof the Chrigtian, thereisstableand continual progress
only when Christisinthemiddle. When Jesusisnot inthe center of the
bdiever’slife, the career of the Christianisinterrupted and histestimony
voided. The Christian then runsfrom the purposefor which God created
and saved him.

God does two wonderful things for those who trust in his Son.
Throughthesethings, Hegivesaqudlity of lifethat iscompletely different
fromthose of theworld. Thereare certainly morethings besidesthese
two mentioned, but they form the base for the new relationship of the
Chrigtianandfor hisgrowthingrace.

First, wehavelifein Christ (11 Cor. 5:17; Cal. 2:6, 9, 10; givethese
references). Our lifeisinJesus. TheHoly Spirit put usintheextraordinary
positionof being: in Chrigt. Intimesof difficulty, crisis, and tension, we
must dwaysremember thisvery meaningful truth.

Secondly, Christisinus. Heisour life, our axle; Heisinus. We
have beentaken, invaded, by him! Many Scripture speak of thisincredible
truth: John 15:5; Philippians 1.6, Galatians 2:20; |1 Corinthians 13:5, etc.
Thesourceof the ChrigtianlifeistheLord Jesus, himsdlf. Chrigt“inus’ is
literal and actud. “Remaininme, and | will remaininyou’; “l inthemand
youinme” (John 15:4 and 17:23).

We see, for example, what Paul saidin Philippians 1:21. Hedid not
say, “For metoliveistoimitate Christ”, neither did hesay, “For metolive
with Christ asmy helper,” nor did he say, “For metoliveisto belike
Christ”. Heconfirmed categorically, “Fortome, toliveisChristandto
dieisgan.”

C.G. Trumbdl saysin hisbook TheLifethat Wins, “ TheLord does
not want ustowork for Him, but rather, tolet Him work through us, using
uslikeweuseapencil towrite; better yet, using uslikewe use one of our
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fingers. Whenour lifeisnot only of Chrigt, butisChrig, it will bealifeof
goodwill and of service.”

The connection between thewhed and theaxleisestablished through
the spokes.

They transmit to thewhed theimpul seand the direction that comes
fromtheaxle. What are the spokesthat allow usto relate our livesto
Christ? Thereareat |east four primary spokesin our relationship. (Draw
thefour spokesand ask the tudentsto mentionfour thingsthat are necessary
for the growth of ababy) A littlebaby, in hisgrowth, needsto eat, talk,
walk, and communicate. Thesefour actscorrespondtothespiritud terrain:
toassmilatethe Bible, to pray, to obey, and to witness.

TO EAT- Matthew 4:4; | Peter 2:2; Acts2:42; Jeremiah 15:16; 11
Timothy 3:16-17; Colossians 3:16.

Each Christian needsto learn to eat regularly of the Word of God.
Itisspiritual food. A baby does not know how to feed itself, it needs
someoneto give him/her food. Through growth, he/shelearnsto feed
himself; however, he/she still needs someone elseto prepareit. Asthe
baby devel opsinto an adult, he/shewill to learn prepare his/her food by
him/herself. Only when the person reachesahigher level of growth can
they feed someonedse. Thisasooccursinthespiritua realm. Something
very strange, however, can occur on the spiritual realm, for sometimes
Chrigtian go directly fromthereceiving phaseto the giving phase.

(Bring out the point that we eat every day, and we also need to
study the Word every day.)

To participateinaspiritua banquet once aweek, on Sunday isnot,
by any means, enough tofeed achild of God. He/sheneedsdaily food to
meet hisher needs.

TheBibleisatrue® spiritual supermarket”. 1t has31thousandverses.
these are canned, packaged, and frozen foods. Thereisadequatefood
for each need: vitamins, proteins, and mineras. The Chrigtian should develop
his’her capacity to select the proper food, to prepareit, andto et it. Itis
also important, that he/she is able to prepare delicious and attractive
refreshmentsfor others.
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TO TALK- John 16:24; Matthew 21:22; Hebrews4:15-16; | John
5:14-15; Psalms66:18.

To talk to God in prayer and to eat the Word of the Lord are
two spokes that complete each other. These are the spokes of the
wheel’ s passive power; they are the holders of the energy. A childis
not born knowing how to talk by him/herself. He/she learns from
others. Children of thefaith learn to pray, by listening to others pray,
and assimilating the spirit of these prayers. God desperately desires
communication with us. He seeks him who worships Him in prayer
(John 4:23). Therearefivebasictypesof prayer: praise and worship,
thanksgiving, intercession, petition, and confession.

(Emphasize the need to daily reserve atime alone with God.)

TO WALK- John 14:21; 15:10; Hebrews 5:8-9; Genesis 22:18;
[1 Corinthians5:7; Amos 3:3.

We learned to walk physically one step at atime. Spiritualy to
wak istoobey theLord. A lifeof obediencetothewill of God consistsof
aseriesof steps. Paul used theword to walk to describeanorma life of
aChristian (Eph. 2:10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15). Towak isanormal act of a
child during growth; abnormal, and eventragic, isit if achild cannot walk.
Disobedience pardyzesthe Christian life. SubmissiontotheHoly Spirit,
moment by moment, capacitatesthe Christianto walk correctly and be
worthy beforetheL ord. “Andwepray thisinorder that youmy livealife
worthy of theLord and may pleaseshiminevery way: bearingfruitinevery
good work growing intheknowledgeof Christ” (Colossians1:10).

TO COMMUNICATE- | John 1:3; | Peter 3:15; Acts 1:8;
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 22:15.

Sdfishnessand egocentricity ruinlife. A smal childisegocentric;
he/sheisthe center of hisher ownlittleuniverse. Ashis/her perception
develops, he/she begins to understand they he/she has relations and
responsibilitieswith others.

It isthe sameway with the Christian. With spiritual growth, he/
shewill feel the need to give, communicate, andto share. A testimony is
his/her way to do this. Through one’'s own witness, he/she can live
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atruistically and sharewith othershis’her most preciouspossession: lifein
Christ. Wetedtify either positively or negatively through what we say and
how welive. Our witnessistheoverflow of Christ’slove. Our obedience
and witnessarethe spokesthat are our active power; they arethe energy
digtributors.

(The teacher should, at this time, show the difference between
the“gospel” (I Corinthians 15:3-4), “atestimony” (Acts26:3-30) and
“towin souls’ (Prov. 11:30; James 5:19-20).

When the Spirit uses a Christian to work in a person until they
surrender to Jesus Christ, thisiswhat is called “winning souls.”

The four spokes of a wheel are interdependent to each other,
and they all depend on the energy taken from the Word of God. Without
the reserves of the Word and prayer, there would be no energy flow
for obedience and testimony. Each spoke is indispensable. If one
bresks, or isdeparted, theturn of thewhed isgreetly inhibited. (Theteacher
should take out one spoke after another, etc., showing theinterrel ation-
ship of thefour, and emphasizing that all become uselessif they arenot
positioned correctly, that is, firmly ontheaxleeachinitsplace.)

The Holy Spirit. Many ask, “In naming these spokes wasn't
the Holy Spirit left out? No, becausethe Holy Spiritisinall of them.
Heisin each phase or aspect of the Chrigtian life, and Heisindispensable
to each one. These verses that we have listed below show the
relationship the Holy Spirit has with each spoke of the wheel.

In salvation- John 3:5,8

Ingiving Christ first place- John 16:13-14

In prayer- Romans 8:26,27

In obedience- Galatians 5:25

Inwitnessing- Acts 1:8

The Holy Spirit, the agent of salvation, iswho enablesusto be

in Christ. Since the moment we were saved, He cameto dwell in our
lives, making of usan earthly home (I Corinthians6:19,20). Webecome

his property. We become his*base of operation”, through Him, Jesus
Chrigtisintroduced totheworld. Thereisnot avictoriouslifeoutsdehis
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constant control. Wearefilled by hisWord, “befilled with the Spirit”
(Ephesians5:18). The Greek word “tofill” means*to control.” Heisthe
Person who controlsus, when, by faith, we submit to Him. Themanwho
Isdominated and guided by the Holy Spirit isaways someone whose
spokesarefirm and placed correctly. Insuchalife, obvioudy, Christis
thecenter.
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GOD’SPLAN THROUGH YOUR LIFE - Part |
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 2
Waylon Moore

. Whydid God createyou?“ For Hisglory”

“If anyone speaks, he should do it asone speaking the very words
of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God
provides, sothat inall thingsGod may be prai sed though Jesus Chrigt.
To him betheglory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (I Peter
4:11)

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it al for
theglory of God. Do not cause anyoneto stumble, whether Jews,
Greeks, or the church of God.” (I Corinthians 10:31,32)

. Howtoglorify God?

“Hewho sacrificesthank offeringshonors me, and he prepares
the way so that | may show him the salvation of God.” (Psalms
50:23)

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16)

“Thisismy Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselvesto be my disciples.” (John 15:8)

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds, and
glorify God on the day hevisitsus.” (I Peter 2:12)

“And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son
may bring glory to the Father.” (John 14:13)

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, who isin you, whom you have received from God? You
are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your body.” (I Corinthians 6:19,20)

“You areworthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were
created and havetheir being.” (Revelation 4:11)
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3. How can weplease God?

“And we pray thisin order that you may live alife worthy of
the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every
good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened
with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanksto
the Father.” (Colossians 1:10,11)

“ItisGod'swill that you should be sanctified: that you should
avoid sexual immorality, that each of you should learn to control
hisown body inaway that isholy and honorable,” (I Thessalonians
4:3-4)

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11.6)

“Wewho are strong ought to bear with the failing of the weak
and not to please ourselves. Each of usshould please his neighbor
for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not please
himself but, asit iswritten: * The insults of those who insult you
havefalenonme.’” (Romans 15:1-3)

“1 will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with
thanksgiving. This will please the Lord more than an ox, more
than abull with its horns and hoofs.” (Psalms 69:30,31)

4. Exampleof Jesus reaction to people- Faith in daily walk.

“Hesaidto hisdisciples, ‘“Why areyou so afraid? Do you still
havenofaith?” (Mark 4:40) Jesusdid not seefaithinhisdisciples.

The episode of Jesus walking on the water. “...When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they wereterrified. ‘It'sa
ghost,” they said and cried out with fear. But Jesusimmediately
said to them: ‘ Take courage! Itisl. Don’'t beafraid.” ‘Lord, ifit's
you, * Peter replied, ‘tell meto cometoyouonthewater.” ‘ Come.’
He said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the
water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw thewind, hewas
afraid and, beginning to sin, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’
Immediately Jesusreached out hishand and caught him. * You of little
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faith,” hesaid, ‘why did you doubt? (Matthew 14:22-31) Jesussaw
littlefaithin Peter.

Episode of the Canaanite woman. “ Jesus answered, ‘| was sent
only tothelost sheep of Israel.” Thewoman cameand knelt before
him, ‘Lord, help me!” shesaid. Hereplied, ‘Itisnot right to take
thechildren’sbread and tossit tothedogs.” ‘Yes, Lord,” shesaid,
‘but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters
table,’ Then Jesus answered, ‘Woman, great is your faith!”
(Matthew 15:22-28)

The Christian needs to mature in Christ to become like Him.
“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by
the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up
into him who isthe Head, that is Christ.” (Ephesians 4:14-15)

Thegoal of the Christian lifeisnot success, but the character of Christ.
People are called by God to achieve perfection among the Christian.
God's goal for usis MATURITY. Il Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we
havethistreasureinjarsof clay to show that thisall-surpassing power
isfrom God and not from us.”
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GOD’SPLAN THROUGH YOUR LIFE - Part Il
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 3
Waylon Moore

Under standingtheWord of God

A.

LISTEN to God speak. “Whoever does God'swill ismy brother
and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:35)

READ togrow. “Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading
of the Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.” (I Timothy 4:13)

STUDY the Word to change. “Now the Bereans were of more
noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the
message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to seeif what Paul said wastrue.” (Acts 17:11)

MEMORIZE in order to take the Word everywhere.

MEDITATE to apply. “When your words came, | ate them; they
weremy joy and my heart’sdelight, for | bear your name, O Lord
God Almighty. (Jeremiah 15:16) “But hisdelight isin the law of
theLord, and on hislaw he meditatesday and night.” (Psalms 1:2)
Some questions must be made when studying the Word of God.

B What isthe most important |esson?
B What isthistext saying about God...Jesus?
B Doesthis chapter give me:

-something to know

-something to change

-something to do

-something to start
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THEHAND SKETCH

LISTEN
READ
STUDY
MEMORIZE B
MEDITATE C

moow»

“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the men of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (11 Timothy 3:16-17)

345



PIONEER EVANGEL|SM

HOW TO HAVE A TIME ALONE WITH GOD - Part |
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders - Lesson 4
Thomas Wade Akins

INTRODUCTION

Itisimpossibleto be adiscipleof Jesus Christ except by being a
person of prayer. You must be determined to makeyour timealonewith
Godapriority inyour life. If thisisnot the case, youwill not know Godin
adeep way, you will not stay in hisways, nor will you producefruit.
Doyou know whoyou really are? Areyou thekind of person who
actsnormally when no oneiswatching you? Who areyou in the
dark? Think! That personisyouinreality! So, duringyour time
alonewith God, nooneiswatching you except God.

L et usobserveeight aspectsof prayer that you may use during your
timeaonewith God.

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

TheBiblesaysin Psaims48:1, “ Great isthe Lord, and most worthy
of praise..” Psalms34:1-3 says, “I will extol theLord at all times; His
praisewill dwaysbeonmy lips. My soul will boastintheL ord; let the
aflicted hear andrgoice. Glorify theLord withme; let usexalt hisname
together.”

We prai sethe L ord during theworship servicein church on Sundays.
But, do you worship God when you are alonewith Him from Monday to
Saturday? TheBiblesaysin Psams22:3, “ Yet you are enthroned asthe
Holy One; You arethepraiseof Isradl.”

What is worship? Worship is praising God for who He is.
Thanksgiving isthanking Him for what He hasdonefor us. Worshipis
praising the character and attributes of God.

Toworship God, Biblically speaking, man must usehismind, will
and emotions. Itisnot wrong to expressyour emotionsintheworship
servicewhen you areworshipping God. To say that thisiswrongisthe
samething assaying you cannot useyour mind or your will. That isabsurd!
Man has a body, a soul (mind, will, and emotions), and a spirit (I
Thessdonians5:23).

346



Thomas Wade Akins

However, thereisabig difference between emotion and emotiond-
ism. Emotionalismistolosecontrol of one’'semotions. If thishappens,
theworship serviceisout of Biblical limits. TheBibledoesnot prohibit us
from using our emotionsduring aworship service; however, itisagainst
emotiondism.

How can you worship God in your time alonewith Him? Here
are afew suggestions!

A. Sing hymns using the Baptist Hymnal or any other
hymnal.

If there are peoplein the sameroom, Ssimply read thewords
of thehymnto God inyour mind. For example, the hymn number
1, “Holy, Holy, Holy” isagreat hymn of worship. Read thefirst
verse. Stop. Think and meditate on the meaning of the words
and praise God based on the words of this verse. Follow on
with the second verse, and do the samething. Continuethrough
therest of thehymn. Inthe subject index of the Baptist Hymnal,
thereisalist of hymns of worship (or praise).

B. Singor read spiritual choruses.

The Bible says in Ephesians 5:19-20, “ Speak to one
another with psalms, hymnsand spiritual songs. Sing and make
music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God
the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Beassured that spiritual chorusesareBiblically correct. Inother
words, be assured that the spiritual choruses that you use are
not false doctrines.

C. Read the passagesand prayersin theBibleto God, and
rsonalize each ver se.

Psalms8:1 says, “O Lord, our Lord, how maesticisyour namein

al theearth! You have set your glory abovethe

heavens.” To personalizethisverse, put your nameintheverse.

For example, “OLord, “my” Lord, how mgesticis Your nameinal

of the earth. You have set your glory above the heavens. Read

347



PIONEER EVANGEL|SM

each verseonetimeasitiswritteninthe Bible, and afterwardsread
it again and personalize the verse so that you may use the Word of
GodtoworshipHim.

Some chaptersthat are adequateinclude: Psalms 8, 9, 19,
24, 65, 92, 104, 139; the prayers of Jesus and of the apostle
Paul, and other chapters of the book of Revelation, amongst
these are chapters 4 and 5. You may also look up the word
“praise”’ in aconcordance.

Praiseisvery important for the spiritual growth of our lives.
Read Revelation 4 and 5 to understand what wewill bedoingin
heaven.

Exercise: Right now, use the Baptist Hymnal or a spiritual chorus or
versetoworshipinyour timeaonewith God.

348



Thomas Wade Akins

HOW TO HAVE A TIME ALONE WITH GOD - Part |1
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 5
Thomas Wade Akins

CONFESSION OF SINS

| do not believethat you should use alot of timein confession. If
youcommitasn, | believetheHoly Spirit will convict you of it a thet time.
When He speaksto your conscious and tellsyou that you have sinned,
you should confessthat sinat that time. TheBiblesaysin| John 1:9, “If
we confess our sins, Heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and
cleanseusof al unrighteousness.”

But, during your quiet time, perhaps God will bring to mind
some recent sins. Perhaps you have abad attitude towards someone,
anger, or bitterness. Inthis case, you should confess all of these sins
inyour heart.

THANKSGIVING

TheBiblesaysinPhilippians4:6, “ Do not beanxiousabout anything,
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requeststo God.”

Thanksgiving isto thank God for His actions. For example, “I
thank-you Lord for my health, my food, my job, etc.

HEARING GOD’'SVOICE

The Bible says in Psalms 6:5, “Find rest, O my soul, in God
alone; my hope comes from Him.” Psalms 46:10 says, “Be still and
know that | am God...”

How can you hear the voice of the Lord? Personally, | have
never heard the Lord speak to mein aloud voice to me, but | have
heard the voice of the Lord many timesin my life. How?

God primarily uses two ways to speak to you daily: the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God. Romans 10:17 says, “ Consequently, faith
comesfrom hearing the message, and the message isheard through the
word of Christ.”
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TheBibleisaloveletter from Godtoyou. God'sdesireistotalk
withyou everyday by the Holy Spirit through theword of God. | would
liketo suggest somewaysto hear thevoiceof theLord.

A.

B.

Begin with one book of the Bible. My suggestion is to
begin with the book of Ephesians.
Ask the Lord to show you a spiritual truth or truthsin each
verseor paragraph. For example, Ephesians 1.1 says, “ Paul,
an apostle of Christ Jesusby thewill of God, tothe saintsin
Ephesus, thefaithful in Christ Jesus.” What spiritual truths
arefoundinthisverse?

1) Paul isa Christian and an apostle of Jesus Christ.

2) Hewas chosen by thewill of God.

3) Theword “saints’ refersto the Christian in Ephesus.

4) These Christian werefaithful in Christ Jesus.
Personalize each spiritual truth. God is speaking to you
through each of thesetruths. TheBibleisaloveletter from
God toyou. For example, God istelling methreetruthsin
thisverse

1) Wade, you areadiscipleof JesusChrist by My will.

2) Wade, | choose you by My will.

3) Wade, you areasaint in Belo Horizonte.

4) Wade, | want you to be faithful in Christ Jesus.

PARAPHRASE THE WORD OF GOD

You can use averseto pray. For example, use Ephesians, “My
Father, my God, | thank You Lord because You called me to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ. | thank you Lord because | am a saint of
Jesus- a person separated by the Lord. Father, my desire is to be
faithful to Christ. InJesus name, Amen.”

After doing this, read the next verse and do the same thing.
Exercise: Do thisright now with your group.
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HOW TO HAVE A TIME ALONE WITH GOD - Part 11
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 6 -
Thomas Wade Akins

INTERCESSION

TheBiblesaysin Ephesians 6:18, “And pray inthe Spirit on all
occasionswith al kindsof prayersand requests. With thisin mind, be
aert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”
Intercessionisprayer for other people. Maybe you have ablank page
in your Bible. Divide this page in columns or in a notebook, and
make alist of the people for whom you will pray each day.

For example, write the word “DAILY” in your first column or
on your first page. Under thisword write the names of your spouse,
your children, your mother, father, brothers, etc.

Onthe next page or column, writetheword “ SUNDAY”. Under
thisword, makealist of peoplethat includesyour pastor and hiswife,
and your Sunday school teacher and classmates.

Write the word “TUESDAY” on the next page or column. In
thislist write the names of the members of your extended family and
your friends.

On the next page or column, write theword “WEDNESDAY”.
Thislist may include the names of some missionaries, the leadersin
the Convention, and other leadersin your church.

On the column marked “ THURSDAY”, write the names of the
political leaders. | Timothy 2:1-2 says, “| urge, then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be madefor everyone-
for kingsand all thosein authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet
livesinall godlinessand holiness.”

Writetheword “FRIDAY” on the next column or page. Under
thisword, make a list of the people who have back-slidden from
the church or other lost people.

Write theword “ SATURDAY” in thelast column or on the last
page. Onthislist writethe namesof those peoplewho areyour friends,
other membersof your church, and the names of special projectswith
whichyour churchisinvolved.
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If you do this, you can pray for many people each week. Read
Romans 16. Somethink thischapter isPaul’sprayer list for the Christian
inRome.

Exercise: Right now, the pioneer should help each member of the
group make group makelistsof peopleand countriesof theworld each
day.group makelistsof peopleand countries of theworld each day.

SUPPLICATION

TheBiblesaysinHebrews4:16, “ Therefore, sncewe haveagresat
high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesusthe Son of God, let us
hold firmly to thefaithwe profess.”

To supplicate is to make requests to God.
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HOW TO HAVE A TIME ALONE WITH GOD - Part IV
Discipleship Training for Local Leaders- Lesson 7
Thomas Wade Akins

MEDITATION ON THE WORD OF GOD

The Bible saysin Joshua 1:8, “Do not let this Book of the Law
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do everything writteninit. Thenyou will be prosperousand
successful.” Thisverse saysthat if you meditate on theword of God day
and night, Godwill changeyour life. Romans8:29 saysthat God' spurpose
isto conform usto theimage of Jesus Christ. Theresult of thisisthat you
will prosper inyour ways and experience successinyour life. How can
you meditate on God’sword day and night?

How can you meditate on God'sword day and night whenyou are
adeep? Dothefollowing to meditate on God sword.

A. Chooseoneverseof the Bibleper week.
Read thisversein context.
Ask God to show you aspiritua truth fromthisverse.
Persondizethisversein prayer.
Writethisverseon acard and includethereference.
Duringtheday read thisversesevera times. You candothis
whenyou arewaitinginalineor during your timeaonewith
God. Dothisat least fivetimesaday.
G. Thelastthingtodoeachnightisreadtheverse, by doingthis

theversewill enter into your subconscious.

MmO O W

Exercise: Giveeach personinthegroup averseand card and go
throughitemsA-G.
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