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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 4
Matthew 10-16

Thosewho confessthe name of Jesus before men, Hewill confess
before Hisfather. But thosewho deny Him beforemen, Hewill aso
deny beforeHisfather in Heaven.

Many followed Jesus only because they wanted somemiraclefrom
Him, but they did not want arelationship with Him, they did not want
to obey Hiswords. They did not want to repent of their sins. They
only wanted to take advantage of God’smercy. Today thereare still
many peoplelikethis? Do you know any?

The only person who has access to the Father is Jesus Christ and
thosewho cometo the Father through Jesus Christ. Thereisno other
intercessor to God except Jesus Christ. Thereisonly one God, and
thereisonly way to reach God, and the Bibleteachesthat that way is
JesusChrigt.

*Maybe you have been taught to pray to God through other intercessors
besides Jesus Christ. Who arethese other intercessors:. are they gods,
prophets, good peopl e of the past? The Bible saysthey may have been
good people, but they arenot God. Do you agreewiththe Biblethat there
isonly ONE intercessor between God and man, Jesus Christ?

4.

o

Jesuswantsto carry our burdensand our worries. Heisgentleand
lowly in heart. Hewantsto relieve usof thewelghtsthat wecarry. In
Himwe can find rest for our soulsif we accept Hisyoke, in other
wordsif weaccept HisLordship or leadershipin our lives.

Jesusisconcerned about our physica needs. Thediscipleswerehungry,
and Jesus provided food for them, knowing that thiswould provoke
anger and persecution from the Pharisees. The Creator God of the
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Universeisworried about the physical needs of each of us.

“1 desiremercy, not sacrifice.” What doestheword “ sacrifice” meanto
you? Haveyou been taught by religious|eadersto make sacrificesto
God, maybeto receivefavor or forgivenessof asin? Isit difficult for you
to believe that God does not want you to prove anything to Him by
sacrifices? Thisisthesecond timethat Jesustried to explain tothe Pharisees
that God isnot pleased with our human sacrifices. But for peoplewho are
very religiousthisisoftenadifficult fact to accept. All reigionsteach that
wemust do somethingin order to avoid thewrath of God or gainthefavor
of God. Many peoplego through many hardshipstrying to pay God back
for promisesthey’ vemade, pay for past Sins, or smply to show loyalty to
God. But thisprovesNOTHING to God. Hewantsarelationship with
us. Hewantsto show us mercy; He does not want our sacrifices. Jesus
knew that Hewould haveto suffer many thingsandthendie. But that after
threedaysHewould resurrect fromthedead. Thiswasall apart of God's
plan. Hetriedto explainthisto Hisdisciples, but they could not understand
why Hemust die and then resurrect.

*Inthelast threelessons of thisstudy, weare going to try to understand
thesgnificanceof Jesus death and resurrection. Thisuniqueevent would
changethehistory of theworld forever. Thissingleevent hasthe power to
break the bondage of sinand transform our lives.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By:
Christy A. Brawner

“The Betrayal of Jesus’- Lesson 5
Matthew 20-26

“Now Jesus, going up to Jer usalem, took thetwelvedisciples
aside on theroad and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed tothechief priests
and tothescribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and ddliver
Him tothe Gentilesto mock and to scourgeand to crucify. And the
third day Hewill riseagain.” Matthew 20:17-19

Review

1. Jesuswasborn of avirgin named .

2. Hisearthly father, , had adreaminwhich Godtold himto

fleeto Egypt because King Herod wanted to Jesus.

3. Johnthe Baptist lived in the desert preaching and baptizing all that
of their sins.

4. Jesusdidn’t have any , but He asked John the Baptist to

baptizeHim.

5.What doestheword “repent” mean?

6. When Jesus was baptized, the descended likea

doveandthevoiceof Godwasheard saying, “ Thisismy
iInwhom | anwell pleased.”

7. Inthe desert Jesuswastempted by .

8. Jesus encountered two men that were possessed of .
9. Jesus demonstrated that He has power to demons.
10.Whichisbetter, to beagreat sinner with many sinsbut repentant or to
be aperson with few sinsand to never repent?
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11. Jesus said that if you confess Him before men, He will

you beforeHis in heaven.

12. Many Galileans, including the people of the city of Capernaum,
the Word of God; they only followed Jesus because of the

many miraclesHe performed.

13. They didn’t want to repent of their sins. Again, what doestheword

“repent,” mean?

14. Jesussaid that Hewould give toal whowereweary and

heavy ladenfor Hisyokeis .

15. The Phariseesdidn’t want Jesusto cure the man with the withered

hand because it was on the day, anditisagainst thelaw to
work onthe .

16. The Phariseesdevised aplanto Jesus.

17. Jesus knew that the Phariseeswere planning His death, but He still
continued to do many miraclesincluding multiplying two and
some to feed morethan four thousand people.

Jesuswith Hisdisciplesmadethejourney from Gdileeto Jerusdem.
AsHewasabout to arrivein Jerusalem, Jesus asked two of hisdisciples
to passby acertainvillageand retrieveadonkey and acolt that He needed.
Jesussat onthiscolt for thetrip into thecity of Jerusalem.

He entered gloriously and triumphantly. A multitude gathered
around Him on each sdeof thestreet. A large number of peoplelay their
own clothes on the road to make atype of carpet for Jesusto enter into
thecity. Somebroke palm branchesand spread themdl over theroad as
ameansof honoring Him. And still otherswould walk beforeand behind
Himyelling, “Hosannato the Son of David! BlessedisHewho comesin
thenameof theLORD!" Hosannainthehighest!”

Theentirecity of Jerusdlemwasmoved by thisgrand and unusua
event. Everyoneintownwasasking, “Whoisthis?’ Sothemany people
answered, “ ThisisJesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”

So Jesusentered the city and went tothe Jewishtemple. Therehe
kicked out dl of thevenders, Heoverturned thetablesof themoneychangers
who had set up boothsinthetemple. Hesaid to them, “Itiswritten, My
house shall be called ahouse of prayer, but you have made it aden of
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thieves.” After thisHestayed inthetempleheding theblind andthelame.

After Jesus had taught the people many things, performed many
signsandwondersinthetemple, the chief priestsand therdigiousleaders
joined together in order to plot Hisdeath. They discussed how someway
by trickery they might kill Him. They were, however, anxious about
executing such aplot during the Passover, so it was decided by themto
walit until the Passover wasover to deal with Jesus.

Now one of the twelve disciples, the one named Judas | scariot,
went to meet thechief priestssaying, “What areyouwilling togivemeif |
ddiver Himtoyou?’ They agreed and gave himthirty slver coins. Andit
wasfromthisday forth that Judasbegan to look for an opportunity where
hemight betray Jesus.

Asit wastheweek of Passover, the disciples prepared the dinner
for thefeast according to specificingtructionsgiven by Jesus. Onthenight
of the celebration, Jesus sat down together with thetwelveand said to
them, “Assuredly | say to you, one of you will betray Me.” AsHesad
this, thedisciplesbecamevery sad and each of them began asking, “Lord,
isit1?

Jesusanswered them saying; “Hewho dipped hishand withMein
thedishwill betray Me. The Son of Man indeed goesjust asitiswritten
of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man isbetrayed! It
would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”

Judas, the onewho was betraying Him, asked, “ Rabbi, isit 1?7’
And Jesusanswered Him; “ You havesaidit.”

Sothey atedinner together that evening, and whilethey weretill
eating, Jesustook bread, blessed and brokeit saying, “ Take, edt; thisis
My body.” ThenHetook thecup, gavethanksand gaveit to them, saying,
“Drink fromit, al of you. For thisisMy blood of the new covenant, which
isshed for many for theremissonof Sins.”

After they had finished themed, they sang ahymn, and together
they went to the hill called Mount of Olives. There Jesus continued to
teach them many things some of which was concerning the eventsthat
soon wereto take place.

Then Jesusbrought them downto aplace cdled Gethsemanewhere
they wereto pray with Himall night long. Now Jesustook Peter, James
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and John together with Him as He began to become deeply distressed.
He asked them to please sit up with Him. Hethen left them and went a
littlefarther away to pray to HisFather done. Heprayedthisnight regarding
thethingsthat were about to unfold. HisWords have been recorded as
follows

“OMy Father, if itispossible, let thiscup passfrom Me;
nevertheless, not asl will, but as Youwill.”

Itisrecorded that He prayed thissame prayer threetimes, and Hisheart
was sorrowful even to death.

Thedisciples, however, could not even keep their eyesopenfor a
singlehour. They all fell adeep. Finally, Jesuswokethemall up saying,
“Rise, let usbegoing. See, My betrayer isat hand.”

Oral Questions

Onwhat kind of animal did Jesusenter Jerusalem?

How did the peopletreat JesusasHewasentering into the city?
What did Judas do to betray Jesus?

What festival wasbeing celebrated inthecity?

How did Jesuswarn Judasthat He knew Hewould betray Him?
What did Jesus say about thewineat the supper?

According to Jesus, for what isthe shedding of blood necessary?
Jesustook Hisdisciplesto Gethsemaneto spend the night in prayer.
How many of Hisdiscipleswereableto stay up al night praying?
What wasthe prayer that Jesus prayed the night of Hisbetrayal ?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 5
Matthew 20-26

. Godisincontrol of al things. The Phariseeswere conspiring to catch
Jesusby surprise. But God, theentiretime, wasusingthemto exercise
Hisperfect will on earth. It awayswasthewill of God that Jesus
would dieonthecross.

. God knowswhat isin our heartswhan othersdon’t know. Jesusknew

theentiretimethat Hisdisciple, Judas, wasgoing to betray Him.

. Jesuslovesusand treatsuswith the sameloveevenif wergect Him.

Judaswassowell treated by Jesusthat no other disciplecould believe
that hewasthetraitor. Inthe sameway, Jesuslovesusand treatsus
lovingly even though many timeswe betray and rgject Him and His
will for our lives.

. Theblood of Jesuswasshed for usfor theremission or forgiveness of
our sins. Thedisciples, at thistime, did not understand the fact that

Jesushadtodie. They did not understand that God demands of each
person the payment of sinsin hig’her life and that thispayment isthe
shedding of blood. They understood that Jesus|oved them and that
they wereforgiven of their sins. But they would need moretime until
they understood the pricethat Jesushad to pay in order to be ableto
forgivethersns.

*Many peopleknow that they havesinintheir lives. Some peoplemay
even have heard the story of Jesus, and that Helovesthem. But very few
understand that God demandsblood asapayment for sin. Jesus, because
Heis God, isthe only person who ever lived or will live on this earth
without asinglesin. Because of Hisincrediblelovefor us, Hechoseto
surrender Hislifeasasacrificeto pay the pricefor our sinsand not just
ourshut for thesinsof thewholeworld. Itisbecauseof thissacrifice, that
we now havean opportunity to recelveforgivenessfor our snsand peace
with God.

Next week, wewill look at thedetail s of the crucifixion of Christ.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Crucifixion of Jesus’- Lesson 6
Matthew 26-27

“Jesus said to him, “It isasyou said. Nevertheless, | say to you
her eafter you will seethe Son of Man sitting at theright hand of
the Power, and coming on thecloudsof heaven.” Matthew 26:64

Review

1. Jesuswasbornof avirginwhose namewas

2. Just as the Scriptures had foretold, Jesus was born in the city of

3. Just as the Scri ptures had said, Jesus came out of the land of

, because Hewasfleeing from King Herod.

4. Jesus earthly father, , had adream advising himto
returnto Isragl because King Herod had died. Joseph, still afraid of
KingHerod'sson, moved hisfamily tothe province of
toacity called Nazareth.

5. Jesusbegan hispublic ministry by being baptized by

6. As Jesus came up out of the waters the likea
dove came down from heaven, a so the voice of
spokefrom the heavens saying, “ThisisMy beloved Soninwhom |
amwell pleased.”

7. Jesus cured many people and forgave many people of their

8. Even after many miracles, many peoplefromtheregion of Galilee

Jesus’ message, and did not want to repent of their
ans.
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9. What doestheword “repent,” mean?

10. AsJesuswent into thecity of Jerusalem therewasagreat procession
of peoplewho accompanied Him. Intheprocession, Jesuswassitting
ona .

11. Onthenight of the Passover celebration, Jesustold Hisdisciplesthat
oneof themwould Him. At that time, nobody knew
which oneof themitwas.

12. Jesus spoke of the wine that they were drinking. He said that it
represented His blood that would be shed for the

of ans.
13. Thedisciplesheard these words but still could not understand that
Jesuswasgoing to for their sins.

14. After dinner, they all went to the Mount of Olives and then to
Gethsemane. Jesus prayed during the night while the disciples

15. Jesusprayed, “If itispossiblelet thiscup passfrom Me, nevertheless,
not as! will, but as will.

While Jesuswas still waking up Hisdisciples, Judas, theonewho had
betrayed Him, arrived with alarge group of peopleincluding the chief
priestsand religious|eadersmany carrying swordsand clubs. Judascame
up to Jesusand kissed Him saying, “ Greetings, Rabbi!” Jesusanswered
Him, “Friend, why haveyou come?’

Suddenly, oneof Jesus' disciplesrashly pulled out asword and cut off
the ear of one of the chief priest’sservants. Jesuscalled thedisciple’'s
attention and healed the man’sear. Heinformed thisdisciplethat if Heso
desired therewere twel velegionsof angelsready to do battle, but that all
that wasoccurring wasthewill of the Father for the Scripturesto befulfilled.

Jesusthen turned to the gang of peoplethat had arrived and asked
them, “Haveyou comeout, asagainst arobber, with swordsand clubsto
takeMe? | sat daily with you, teaching in thetemple, and you did not
seizeMe. But al thiswasdonethat the Scripturesof the prophets might
befulfilled.”

And Hisdisciplesquickly fled fromthat placeleaving Him aone.

So thosewho had sei zed Him took Him to the house of aman named
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Caigphaswhowasat thetimethehighest priest. For at Hishouseawaited
all thepriestsand religious|eadersready tointerrogate Him.

They had arranged for many falsewitnessesto testify against Himin
order to condemn Himto death. And surely many did comeforward, but
evendtill they could not gather sufficient evidenceto put Him to death until
thehigh priest Himsdlf cametointerrogate Him. Hefinally asked Jesus, “|
put You under oath by theliving God: Tell usif Youarethe Chrigt, the Son
of God!”

Jesus said to Him, “It isasyou said. Nevertheless, | say to you,
hereafter youwill seethe Son of Man sitting at theright hand of the Power,
and coming onthe cloudsof heaven.”

Hearing thisanswer, the chief priest ripped off hisclothes saying,
“Blasphemy!” The peoplethat had gathered there then took Jesusand
began to spit on Hisface. Somebeat Him while othersstruck Himwith
thepamsof their hands saying, “ Prophesy to us, Christ! Whoistheone
who struck You?’

Whenmorning findly came, the priestsand rdigious|eaderstook Jesus
to the Roman Governor of theregion named PontiusPilate. They toldhim
that He claimed to be the King of the Jews.

Pilatetook Him andinterrogated Him asking Him, “ Are You theKing
of theJews?’ Jesusanswered, “Itisasyou say.”

But even after adl of hisinterrogation, Pilate could not find areasonto
crucify Jesus. Also, hiswifehad had adisturbing dream about thewhole
thing the night before and warned her husband to have nothing to dowith
Jesus. Pilateknew that the Jewish leadershad only turned Jesusinto him
out of envy, but hedid not know what to do for the people had become
stirred up.

Now, every year at the time of the Passover, it had been Pilate’s
costumeto release one prisoner of the people’schoice. Andthisyear,
therewasan especidly notoriouscrimina inthejail caled Barrabas. So,
he got Barrabas and Jesus and made an offer to the people, “Whom do
you want meto releaseto you? Barrabas, or Jesuswhoiscaled Chrig?’
But the people, who had been riled up by the Pharisees yelled out,
“Barrabas!”

“What then shall | dowith Jesuswhoiscalled Christ?’ asked Pilate.
Andthepeoplecried out, “Let Him becrucified.”
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So Pilate, seeing that the people were beginning to riot got abasin of
water and washed hishandssaying, “| aminnocent of the blood of thisjust
Person, you seetoit.” Hereleased Barrabasto the peopleand sent Jesus
to bewhipped.

Pilate'ssoldierstook Jesusto Pilate' s headquarters, the Pragtorian
and therethey tortured and mocked Him. They gathered all around Him,
stripped Him and dressed Him in a scarlet robe. Then they twisted a
crown of thornsand putitinto Hishead. They gaveHimareedtoholdin
Hishand asif it wereascepter, and they kneeled before Him sarcastically
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on Him; they then took the
reed that had beenin Hishand and hit Him onthe head withiit. After they
had finished making fun of Him, they took therobe off, put Hisclothes
back on Him and led Him away to the place called Golgotha, or the“Place
of aSkull” for thiswasthe placewhere Hewasto be crucified.

Jesuswas crucified there, and on the crossthe Romans put aplaque
over Hishead reading, “ Thisis Jesusthe King of the Jews.” Jesuswas
crucified between two thieves, oneon either sde of Him.

Now from thesixth hour to the ninth hour, while Jesuswashanging on
thecross, agreat darknesscovered all theland. And about the ninth hour,
Jesuscried out saying, “Eli Eli, lamasabachthani?” Thismeans, “My God,
My God, why have YouforsakenMe?’ A littlelater Heyelled again. It
waswith thisyell that He surrendered His Spirit.

At thetimethat Hesurrendered His Spirit, many bizarrethingsoccurred
smultaneoudy. Thevell of thetemplewastornintwo fromtop to bottom,
the earth quaked, many rocks split, and many graveswere opened, so
that many bodiesof saintswho had falen adeepwereraised; These, after
Hisresurrection, cameout of their graves, went into Jerusalem, and were
seen by many people.

Oral Questions

=

How was Jesus betrayed?

2. Oneof Jesus disciplesdid something in an attempt to defend Jesus.
What wasit and what was Jesus' reaction?

Atthetimeof Hisbetrayal what didal of Hisdisciplesdo?

Where did the men from the garden take Jesus?

~w
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5. Eventhoughthereweremany falsewitnesses, how did they eventudly
convict Jesusof blagphemy?

6. Wheredid the Jewish |eaderstake Jesus as soon asmorning broke?

7. Pilate, after hisinterrogation, did not find Jesus guilty but wasafraid of

the people, so he gave the people achoice. What wasthe offer he

made the people, and what wasthe peopl €' schoice?

How didthe soldierstreat Jesus?

After three hoursof darkness, Jesusyelled out to God. What isthe

trandation of thisyell?

10. What were some of thethingsthat happened when Jesus surrendered
HisSpirit?

© @
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1

Spiritual Truths- L esson 6
Matthew 26-27

WhoisJesus? “ The Son of Man sitting at theright hand of the Power,
and coming onthecloudsof heaven.” Thiswastheanswer Jesusgave
the chief priest, and it was thisresponse that ultimately led to His
crucifixion. It wasan answer that those peopl e could not accept. But,
each person must dso wrestlewith thissamequestion. Whoredly is
Jesus? Becauseif Jesusredly issitting at theright hand of the Power
and coming on the clouds of heaven, we each must decide how we
will respondto Him?

Jesuswascrucifiedinthe place of Barrabas, adespised crimind; and
Barrabaswasinturn set free.

*Maybel am not adespised criminal, but just like Barrabas, | anasinner
and before God | too have earned a death penalty. The Bible saysin
Romans6:23, “Thewagesof sSnisdeath.” Thismeansthat wedl deserve
to die because of the bad thingsthat we havedoneinour lives. 1t doesnot
matter if we have many sinsasin the case of Barrabas, or if we have been
arelatively good person as someof Hisdiscipleshad been.

3.

I

Jesuswastortured, judged and killed to pay the pendlty for thesinsin
our lives. Thiswasthereason Jesuscameto earth. Hewanted usto

be ableto stand before God forgiven of our sins. Some people have
said that Jesuswasamartyr or aprophet. But thisisnot trueaccording
toJesus own confession. He claimed to be God and to have cometo
earthtodiefor our sins.

Jesus surrendered His Spirit. At any moment Jesus could have
descended fromthecross. Hecould havekilled dl of the peoplewho
madefun of Himwithasingleword. But, by Hisown choosing, He
endured the humiliation and stayed on the crossuntil the chosen hour.
TheninHistime, Hesurrendered His Spirit. Hechoseto diebecause
Hewanted to pay the debt for our sins. The Biblesaysin John 3:16
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that, “ God so loved theworld that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeson Himwill not perish but have everlasting
life”

*Inthenext lesson, wewill study theresurrection of Jesus. For thetruthis
that Jesusisnot dead, but isalive and today wantsto comeinto your life.
Hewantsto purify your heart fromall your sins, and transform your life
completely.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Resurrection of Jesus’- Lesson 7
Matthew 27-28

“Donot beafraid, for | know that you seek Jesuswhowascr ucified.
Heisnot here; for Heisrisen, asHesaid.” Matthew 28:5-6

Review

1. Jesuswasbornof avirgingirl named .

2. Jesusbegan Hispublic ministry by being by aman
named John the Baptist.

3. AtHisbaptism, the descended upon Jesuslikea
dove, and thevoice of God spokefrom theheavenssaying, “Thisis
my beloved inwhom | amwell pleased.” Thisshowsus
the three persons of the Trinity: God the , God the

and God the .

4. Jesus cured many people of diseases and forgave many people of
their .

5. Butevenafter many miracles, many peoplewholivedin Galileergected
Hiswordsand did not want to of their sins.

6. What doestheword “repent,” mean?

7. Jesus said that the wine represented His blood that would be

for many for the of sins.

8. Phariseessaized Jesusinthe garden where He had been praying, and
took Him to the house of the High whose name was
Caiphas.

9. Thehigh priest asked Jesusif Hewere and Jesus answered

that Hewas. At thistime peoplecameupto Jesusand
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inHisface, Him, and struck Him with the of
their hands.

10. When morning came, the Phariseestook Jesusto the Roman Governor
whose namewas .

11. Rilatedid not find Jesusto be guilty, but allowed Him to be crucified
because hefeared a among the people.

12. TheRoman soldierstortured Jesus. They put acrown of
upon Hishead and hit Hishead witha , Whichthey
had given Himto hold.

13. Onthecrosswhere Jesuswashung, therewasaplaguesaying, “THIS

ISJESUS, THE OF THE JEWS.
14. From the sixth hour to the ninth hour, therewas on
theearth.

Therewasavery rich man named Joseph of Arimatheawho alsowas
adiscipleof Jesus. Thisman asked Pilateif hecould bealowedtotake
Jesus' body andlay Himin hisowntomb. Pilate agreed to thisrequest,
and Jesuswaslaidinanew tomb. After laying Jesusinthe cave, agreat
rock wasrolled against the door of thetomb.

Thenext day, the Phari seesmet together and went before Pilate because
they remembered the words of Jesuswhen He said that Hewould rise
again onthethird day. They asked Pilateif He would make the tomb
secureuntil thethird day in case something should happen to the body.
So, Pilate gave them permission to makeit as secure asthey knew how.
They went to the place, put guardsin front of the tomb and sealed the
stone.

Onthefirst day of theweek, Mary Magda eneand the other Mary
went to thetomb where Jesuswaslaying. Whenthey got there, therewas
an earthquake, therock that had been used to seal the tomb was moved,
and an angel of the Lord was sitting on the stone. The guardsthat had
been protecting thetomb shook for fear and had becomelike dead men.

But theangel spoketo theladiesand hesaid, “ Do not beafraid, for
| know that you seek Jesuswho wascrucified. Heisnot here; for Heis
risen, asHesaid. ComeseetheplacewherethelLord lay. Andgoquickly
andtell Hisdisciplesthat Heisrisen from thedead, andindeed Heisgoing
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beforeyouinto Galileg; thereyou will seeHim. Behold, | havetoldyou.”

Thewomenran out of thetomb with fear and great joy hurryingto
tell the discipleswhat had happened. But asthey went tofind thedisciples,
Jesus met them saying, “Rejoice!” They stopped, held Him by thefeet
and worshipped Him. Hetold themto tell thedisciplesto meet Himin
Gdlilea

Now the soldierswho had been guarding thetomb entered into the
city and told the high priestswhat had happened at thetomb. Thehigh
priests consulted each other and decided to givethe soldiersalarge sum
of money for the soldiersto spread news around town that the disciples
had stolen thebody whilethey had fallen adeep onthesite. They further
promised theguardsthat if word got to Pilate that the soldiershad goneto
deep then they themsel veswould personally defend the soldiersbefore
thegovernor. So the soldierstook the bribe, and spread many rumors
that circulated around the city for severa years.

Thedevenremaining discipleswent to Gdlileetothemountainwhere
Jesushad told them to meet Him. Whenthey saw Him, they all worshiped
Him, but some doubted.

So Jesus spoketo them for thelast time saying, “ All authority has
been givento Mein heavenand on earth. Gothereforeand makedisciples
of al the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all thingsthat | have
commanded you; and o, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age” Amen.

Oral Questions

L

What did Joseph of Arimetheaask of Pilate?

2. ThePhariseeswereafraid that something would happento Jesus body
onthethird day. Why?

3. Whowent to see Jesuson thefirst day, and what did theseladiesfind
whenthey arrived at thetomb?

4. Whilereturningtotell thediscipleswhat they had discovered, they ran
intowhom?

5. Jesustold hisdisciplesto meet them at another place besides Jerusdem.

Where?
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6. Onthemountain, Jesus had avery important commandto giveHis
disciples. Try tofill inthe blankswith Jesus' words. Go, therefore
and make of all nations, them
inthenameof the Father, the Sonandthe , teaching
themto observeall thingsthat | have commanded you, and lo, | am
withyou adways, eventotheend of theage.”
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 7
Matthew 27-28

1. Jesusisdivetoday. Jesusisnot ahuman being who can beimprisoned
andkilled. HeisGod eternal. Heiswithout beginning and without

end. God'splanfrom thebeginning of theworld wasto cometo earth
in the form of aman as a suffering servant. It was Hiswill to be
crucified onthat day andinthat way. Hisplanscannot befrustrated,
nor can anyoneever prevail over Him. Heisstill and awayswill be
God, theonly trueliving God.

2. ThePhariseesbelieved thewords of Jesusto the point that they had
soldiersguarding Histomb after His death because He had promised
toraiseagain. They believed thewordsof the soldierswhenthey told
themwhat had happened. They even paid the soldiersto lieabout this
event. Thesesameleaders had been present when John the Baptist
baptized Jesus, and God’s very own voice spoke from heaven
confirming who Hewas. These menwerewitnessesto many of the
miraclesthat He performed. They wereeven angry with Himwhen
He cured the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath. They had
seen Him expel many demonsfrom tormented people, and they had
watched Himforgive peopleof their sins. Almost no oneknew more
about thelife and message of Jesusthan did the Pharisees. But this
samegroup of peopledid not accept thelove of God that He offered
intheir ownlives. They did not repent of their sins. They did not
surrender the control of their livesto theauthority of JesusChrist. To
havearel ationship with Jesus Chrigt ismorethan|earning and believing
thefactsof Hislife. Itismorethan anew and different religion. Jesus
desiresfor usto repent of our sins, believein Him, and give Him our
lives. Hewantsto becomethe L ord or leader of our lives. Hewants
to control usevery singleday of our life.

3. WhoisJesus?
» Jesuswashorn of avirgin.
» Jesusclamed Hewas God.
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> Jesusperformed many miraclesand forgavethe peoplewho
repented of their sins.

» Jesusdied onthecrossto pay thepricefor thesinsinour lives
beforeajust God.

» Jesusresurrected fromthedead andisaivetoday.

» Jesuswantsfor mealsoto repent of my sinsand givemy life
toHim.

The Bibleteaches usthat Jesus did not die to become an example, He
died to beareplacement for you and mewho deserveto face God for al
thethingsthat we havedonewronginour lives.

TheBiblesaysthat “ All who call upon thenameof theL ord will be
saved.” Romans 10:13

R/
L X4

R/
L X4

X/
L X4

Thismeansthat regardless of my past, | can ask Jesusto comeinto
my lifeand Hewill forgivemeof al my sinsand liveinmy life,

It meansthat from the moment that Jesus entersinto my heart, al of
my past sins, present sins, and futuresins, are ALREADY forgiven
before God. Thisisnot becauseof anything that | havedone. Itisnot
because| have chosenagoodreligion. Itisnot becausel havebecome
amora person. Itisnot becausemy parentsarefrom aspecific ethnic
groupor socid class. 1tisONLY becausel have accepted the sacrifice
that Jesus already paid when Hedied onthecross.

It meansthat from thismoment on, | am apure person againinthe
Eyesof God, innocent. The Bibleteachesthat thewagesof sinare
death, but the death of Christ isenough to makemeanew cregture. If
| makethe choicetofollow Him.

If youwould liketheforgivenessof God right now inyour life, and
wouldliketo becomeafollower of Christ, you may ask Himto come
into your heart right thismoment. It isnot necessary to bein any
particular religiousplace, itisnot necessary to say any specid or magic
words. Itisonly important that you come before God and declare
that you believe that Jesusis God and want Him to bethe Lord or
controller of your life.

270



Thomas Wade Akins

Youmay pray somethinglikethis:

“Father, | know that | amasinner. | believethat Jesusdied onthe
crossand arosefromthe graveto save mefrommy sins. | repent of
my sins. Comeinto my lifeandforgivemeof al my sins. | giveyou
my life. Thank youfor your lovefor me. InJesus name. Amen’

4, “Andlo, | amwithyouaways, eventotheend of theage.”

TheBiblesaysinJohn 14:2, “In My Father’ shouseare many mansions; if
it were not so, | would havetold you. | go to prepare aplacefor you.
Andif | goto prepareaplacefor you, | will comeagain andreceiveyouto
Myself; that where| am, thereyou may bealso.”

Jesuspromised usthat EVERY ONE who giveshisor her lifeto Himwill
spend eternity with Him in aplace called heaven. Heavenisthe homeof
the Father. Once we have accepted Jesusinto our lives, wewill spend
eternity with Jesus. Thismeansthat Jesuswill bewith ushereon earth, but
whenwediewewill spend eternity with Himin heaven.

Thelove that Jesus has for us truly lasts forever!
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*1f it ispossible, let each member of the group who can
write bring a blank notebook and a pen to this study.

“The First and Second Coming of Jesus’-Lesson 1
Matthew 1 and 24

“Watch therefore, for you donot know what hour your Lord is
coming...Thereforeyou also beready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.” Matthew 24:42, 44

At thetimewhen the Romansruled the known world therewas a
young virgingirl, inthe country of |srael named Mary who wasengaged to
aman named Joseph. Now, Mary became pregnant before they were
married, and when Joseph found out he wanted to end their engagement.
So, onenight hedecidedto dothis, but to do it secretly so asnot to cause
public shamefor Mary.

While hewasthinking through all thesethings, an angel of the
Lord cameto him. Theangel told him to go ahead and marry Mary for
shehad not cheated on him, but had conceived supernaturally by theHoly
Spirit. Theangel told him that she wasto bear the child that had been
promised by the old Jewish prophets. Thechild shewasto bear wasthe
onereferred to by the prophet | saiah when he said, “thevirgin shall be
with child, and bear aSon, and they shall call Hisnamelmmanuel, which
istrandated, * God withus .”

So Joseph believed the angel, and took Mary to be his wife.
However they did not haveany sexual relationsuntil after thebirth of the
JesusthusHewasborn of avirgin. Joseph named the child, Jesus.
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The Bible made many prophecies about the coming of Jesus.
His birth was predicted in the Old Testament as well as the events
leading up to Hisdeath and resurrection. Jesus, Himself, made many
promises concer ning who He was and what He will do. Some of Je-
sus' propheciesaswell asothersfromthe Old Testament have not yet
been fulfilled. These propheciestell usthat Jesuswill come again to
earth. Thefirst coming of Christ wasin a humble place because He
came asa Quffering Servant. But the Bibleteaches usthat His Second
Coming will be very different.

Jesusspoketo Hisfollowersof Hisreturn while Hetaught them at
theplacecdledtheMount of Olives. Hetold them thesethingsin response
tothequestion, “ Andwhat will bethesign of Your coming, and of theend
of theage?’

Jesusanswered them first with acaution: Hetold themto takegreat
care so that no onewould be deceived. Heexplained that asHiscoming
getscloser more and more peoplewill comeusing Hisname. They will
say, “l amtheChrigt.” Unfortunately, lotsof peoplewill believethesefdse
prophets. And at thistimeadso, therewill bemany warsamong thedifferent
peoples of the earth. Therewill befour horrible calamities: unrest and
rumorsof wars, famines, diseasesand earthquakes. But thesethingsare
just thebeginning. For therewill be even more sorrowsthat will come
beforetheend of time.

For peoplewill betray each other; they will kill each other; andthey
will hate each other because of their belief in Jesus. Therewill be many
false prophetsthat go around deceiving people. Lawlessnesswill grow,
and the love that people once had for each other will grow cold. But
through al thesethings, the Good Newsof Christ will continueto beshared
until al the nationshave heard of Christ, and thentheend will come.

Therewill begrest tribulation, or trouble, dl over theworld. Andif
Godlet manjust continueashewould like, wewould very soon saif destruct
completely, but for the sake of thefollowersof Christ, God will shorten
thedaysof trouble and suffering onthe earth.

So do not believethefa se prophetsand thefal se Christswho will
go from placeto place performing many impressive signsand wonders.
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Thesepeopleare only trying to deceive people; even possibly thosewho
havegiventher livesto JesusChrist.

But then, one day, aslightening comesfrom the east and flashesto
thewest, so dsowill bethecoming of the Son of Man. After thetribulation,
thesunwill bedarkened, themoonwill not giveitslight, thestarswill fall
out of the sky, and the powers of the heavenswill be shakened. THEN
thesgn of the Son of Manwill appear in heaven, and THEN al thetribes
of theearthwill mourn, and they will seethe Son of Man coming onthe
cloudsof heavenwith power and great glory. And Hewill send Hisangels
with agreat sound of atrumpet, and they will gather together al the people
who havegiventheir livesto JesusChrist. Andtheseshall gather fromthe
four winds, from one end of the heavento the other.

But exactly whenthiswill occur, nooneknows. Theangdsin heaven
do not even know when Jesuswill come back to earth. No oneknows
when Jesus Christ will return to earth except the Father.

“Therefore, you a so beready, for the Son of Maniscoming at an
hour you do not expect.”

Oral Questions

Inwhat country was Jesusborn?

What werethe namesof Jesus’ earthly parents?

What wasmiraculousabout Jesus' first comingto earth?

The prophet |saiah prophesied that Jesuswould be born of avi rgi n

and be called Immanuel, which means* ”

When Jesuswaswith Hisdisciplesonthe Mou nt of Olives, what was

the question they asked Him?

6. Jesustoldthem to becareful sothat they are not deceived by what

kind of people?

Hesaid many peoplewill comeclaiming to bewho?

8. Jesusmentioned four kindsof horriblethingsthat will occur al over
the world before be comes. What are these things? W ,
F ,D ,and E

9. Jesussadthat Hisfollowerswill suffer becausethey belleveln Chrig.

What are some of thethings Jesus said peoplewould do to each other?

pODNPE

o

~N

277



PIONEER EVANGEL|SM

10. Jesussaid thefalse prophetswould have powersto do what kinds of
thingsthat evenfollowersof Jesusmight befooled?

11. Jesussaid Hiscoming would belikewhat event in nature?

12. What is going to happen to the sun, the moon, and the stars when
Jesuscomesagain?

13. What instrument are the angelsgoing to play asthey gather up the
followersof Christ?

14. Wherewill God'speople unite?

15. Whoistheonly onewho knowswhen Jesus Christ will comeagain?

16. How should | react, if someone does miraclesthat are not in Jesus
nameor claimsto bethe Christ?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 1
Matthew 1, 24

1. JugtasJesuscamethefirg timeinfulfillment of theprophecies, Hewill
comeagainwith power and great glory. Therearemany falserdligions,
many fal se prophets, and many peoplewho claimto be God. When
Jesus comes again therewill be no doubt astowho Heis. TheBible
saysthat every kneewill bow and every tonguewill confessthat Jesus
isLord. Anyonewho comesto usand clamsto beanew prophet, a
new Christ or agod isafa se prophet and aphony.

2. Hewill gather up all His peoplefrom oneend of heaven to the other.

++ Jesuspromised to come, and Hedid. He promisesto come

again, and Hewill. He promisesto gather up ALL of His
followers, and Hewill.

% Whenweask Jesusto comeinto our lives, whenwegiveour
hearts to Him, He promisesthat He will never leave usor
forsakeus. Thismeansthat, no matter if wesin (and weall
will) God isfaithful to keep Hispromiseto us. It doesn’'t
matter what happensto us, or what wedo, if we have given
our livesto Jesus, Hewill takeuswith Him to heaven, and at
thetimeof Hisreturn wewill meet Himin theclouds.

3. God'speoplewill suffer for following Him.

The Bible teaches that as the world comes to an end, people will
become more and more wicked. They will hate more, kill more, and
betray each other more. The Bible saysthat many peoplewill hatethose
who follow Jesus and mistreat them. It might bethat you have aready
experienced peopl etreating you differently because you madeadecision
tofollow Jesus. How have peopl € sattitudestoward you changed since
you asked Jesus to come into your heart? Have some people, maybe
even closefriendsand family, betrayed your friendship because of your
decisontofollow Christ?
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The Bibleteachesthat we must |ove these people (Matthew 5:43-
48). Wemust lovethevery oneswho hateusand hurt us. Wemust love
them and pray for them. Thisishow Jesustreated those who hurt and
betrayed Him, and to beafollower of Christisto follow Hisexample of
love. TheBiblealsoteachesthat thereisaspecial blessing reserved for
thosewho suffer or who are persecuted for following Christ. Infact, the
Bibletellsusto count it all joy becauseit will one day beworththeprice
wepaid.

» Letusendthismeetinginprayer. Let’seach oneshareour experience
of what has happened to you since accepting Christ. Hopefully itisa
beautiful story, but it may not be. Hasanyone suffered from accepting
Christ? Let usremember to pray for thisperson asagroup.

» But before we pray, let each person who brought a notebook, or
those who have ablank sheet of paper and pen, takeit out. If you
have anotebook, writethe namesof each member of thegroup onthe
top of aseparate sheet of paper. Under each name, wewill list the
prayer requests of each person. Let usremember the prayer requests
of each person. Let usalsomakealist of peopleweknow who need
to accept Christ. Sharetheselistswith each other sothat wemay join
our friendsinthebattlefor our friendsandloved ones.

» Aswegoout thisweek, let’sagreeto pray for each other every day.
Put thisnotebook or piece of paper, in your bedroom, and beforeyou
go to bed or when you get up takeit out and remember to pray for
oneanother.

» Letusclosethismeeting thanking God for being faithful to keep His
promises. Let’sthank Him for comingto earththefirst timeto saveus
fromour sins, and for the promise of His Second Coming. Let'sask
him to help us to be faithful to pray for each other every day this
coming week.
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“Jesus Flight to Eqgypt and His Baptism”- L esson 2
Mathew 2-3

“When Hehad been baptized, Jesuscameup immediately from the
water ; and behold, the heavenswer e opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending likeadoveand alighting upon Him.
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “Thisis My
beloved Son, inwhom | am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17

Review

1. Thenameof Jesus mother was

2. Theprophet Isaiah said that Jesuswould becalled | mmanuel which
trand atesmeaning “ God ”

3. OntheMount of Oliveswhen the disciples asked Jesus about His

returnto earth, Jesus said they must be careful so that they would not

be deceived by

Jesussaid many will comeclaiming to be

Jesussaid that horriblethingswould happen dl over theworld such as

w  F ,D and E :

Jesussaid that followersof Christ would suffer dso, why?

Jesussaid hiscoming would belikewhat event in nature?

Wherewill the angelsunitethe people of God?

Who istheonly onewho knowswhen Jesus Christ will comeagain?

10. How should | react if someone does miraclesthat are not in Jesus
nameor claimto bethe Christ?

11. | should count myself when someone makesfun of me
because of Chrigt.

12. | should treat those who mistreat me because of Christ with

o &
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Jesuswas bornin Bethlehem and lived there until thetimewhen
Hewasyvisited by certain wise men from the East. These men cameto
Isradl following abright star. Entering into the Jewish province of Judea,
they had gonefirst tothe capital city, Jerusalem. Therethey wenttoKing
Herod, and asked him wherethe new King of Israel had been born for
they had seenHisdtar.

Herod and al Jerusalemwith him, weredisturbed whenthey heard
thesethings, so Herod called asecret meeting of all hisreligiousadvisers.
He asked these scholarswhere the Scriptures had said the promised King
of the Jawswould beborn. They told him that the prophecies stated that
the Child wasto be bornin Bethlehem.

Herod told the wise men whereto go. But beforethey left his
pal ace, he asked them when exactly they had first seenthe star. Hedid
thisso he could figure out the age of the child.

Thewise men continued their journey to Bethlehem, and the star
guided them to the very house where Jesuswasliving. Thewise men
entered that placeand worshiped Him. They dso presented himwith very
preciousgifts: gold, frankincenseand myrrh. Beforethey left to go back
to their homeland, these men had adream from God. Inthisdream, they
weretold not to return home by way of Jerusalem, asHerod had asked.
They went home another way.

Joseph aso had another dream fromtheLord. Thisdreamwarned
Himto leaveimmediately with Mary and the Child. They weretogoto
Egypt and stay there until he heard another word fromtheLord. Hewas
toldthat Herod wasgoing totry tokill thechild. Thiswouldbeinfulfillment
of the Old Testament prophecy; “ Out of Egypt | called My Son.”

Herod did indeed set out to kill the promised Child. He put to
death dl themal e children agestwo and under who werein Bethlehem or
Init’'ssurrounding aress.

After thedeath of Herod, Joseph had another dream advisingHim
toreturnto Isragl. Joseph obeyed God. Hewent to aprovince north of
Judeacalled Galileg, and they settled inthetown of Nazareth.

Now inthose days, therewas aman named John the Baptist who
came preaching in thewilderness of Judea. He preached the message,
“Repent, for thekingdom of Godisat hand.” John himsdlf wasclothedin
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camd’shar withaleather belt around hiswast. Hisfood wasgrasshoppers
andwildhoney.

Jerusalem, al Judea, and the entireregion around the Jordan River
went out to him and were baptized inthe Jordan, confessing their sins. But
also many of thereligiousleaders, the Pharisees and Sadducees, would
comeout to hear him speak. Thesemen John called, a*Brood of Vipers,”
becausethey trusted intheir religious heritage and traditionsto savethem,
not believing they must repent of their sins.

AsJohnthe Baptist preached, he spoke of Onewho wascoming
whowould baptizewiththeHoly Spirit andfire. Hesaid that thisOnewas
goingtodividethe people, gathering to Himself thosewho put their faithin
Him and alowing therest to burn with unquenchablefire.

S0 Jesus came from Galileeto John at the Jordan to be baptized
by him. Johntried to prevent it, for hefelt that he wasunworthy. But
Jesusing sted on being baptized because Hewanted al righteousnessto
befulfilled.

When He had been baptized, Jesuscameup immediately fromthe
water; and everyone could seethat the sky was opening upto Him. The
Holy Spirit then descended on Him like adove and avoice camefrom
heaven saying, “ Thisismy beloved Soninwhom | amwel| pleased.”

Oral Questions

What kind of men cameto visit Jesusand what did they give him?
Inwhat city did these men first stop, and with whom did they speak?
Why did God warn Joseph to fleeto Egypt?
Where did Joseph go after Herod'sdeath?
Wheredid John the Baptist preach?
What did helook like?
What was hismessagefor the people?
What happened to the peoplewho confessed their sins?
Why did John the Baptist call the Phariseesand Sadduceesa*® Brood
of Vipers?’

. John preached of One coming who wasgreater than He. Hesaid this
Onewould dividethe people of theworld. How so?
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11. Who camefrom Galileeto be baptized by John?

12. Jesusing sted that John baptize Him even though John felt unworthy.
What wasthe reason that Jesus gave?

13. What happened when Jesus came up from thewater?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 2
Matthew 2-3

1. Wecanonly experience God'sbest for our liveswhen we obey Him
completdy. Godtold Josgphto do many thingsthat hewould otherwise
not had done. He obeyed God and married Mary even though she
waspregnant. Hetrusted God, dthough her pregnancy was something
Impossiblefor himto understand. Thenagain after they werelivingin
Bethlehem, God told them to moveto Egypt. Egypt wasaforeign
country wherethey spoke aforeign language and lived completely
different evenworshippingfalsegods. Thismovewasnot aneasy one
foramanwith awifeand asmall child. However, he choseto obey.
Andasaresult, Jesus’ lifewas spared.

Just as God had a special plan for Joseph’s life, God has an
individualized specia planfor each oneof us. The Biblesaysthat even
fromthetimewhenwewerein our mother’swomb, Hehasknown usand
created aspecid planfor us. If wewant to experience God’sbest for our
lives and the lives of our children, we must obey very carefully His
instructionsfor us. TheBible saysGod desiresto speak to each oneof us
inour heartsaswe pray and read HisWord. Hewantsto lead usto afull
and abundant lifewith Him. Many times God speaksdirectly to usaswe
pray and read HisWord. Heded swith usabout specific dtuations, specific
atitudes, and specific decisonswe should make. We need to decide and
confirmin our heartsthat when thetime comes, wewill make, as Joseph
did, thedecisonto obey God evenif thestuationisdifficult.

*|s God speaking to you about something specificinyour life? IsHe
asking youto changesomethinginyour lifethat isdifficult for youto change?
If soandif youfed comfortable, sharethiswiththegroup. Each person
should thenwritethisneed under your namein hisor her prayer notebook-
to beremembered and prayed for every day during the next week. God
desiresand will giveyouthe strength to obey Hisplansfor your life.
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2. Before Jesuswent back to heaven, after Hisresurrection, Hegaveall
of us, Hisfollowers, acommand. Let usreview thefinal words of
JesusbeforeHereturned to heaven: “ Go, thereforeand makedisciples
of all the nations, baptizing theminthe name of the Father and of the
Son and of theHoly Spirit, teaching them to observeall thingsthat |
have commanded you; andlo, | amwith you always, evento theend
of theage.” Later inthisstudy, wewill learn how to go andtell others
about Jesus. But thereisone command weall must do ourselvesin
obedienceto HisWords. We must be baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

<+ Baptismisasimpleact of obedienceto the exampleleft by
Chrig. Itisgettinginwater withaGodly person and allowing
yourself to go under thewater briefly then coming up again.

< Jesuswas not baptized asababy. Inthegospel of Luke, we
learn that Jesuswastakento thetempleasababy. Therethe
priest blessed Him and hisparents. But thiswasnot abaptism.

< Hisbaptism wasachoicethat He madefor himself. It was
not something His parentsdid for Him. In the example of
Christ, weall should go, ourselves, and seek to be baptized
by agodly person.

< Thisisnotardigiousritua that identifiesyouwith aspecific
sect or denomination. Thisisnot aspiritual experiencethat
cleansthesoul of Sn. Thisisasymbol, apublic demongtration
of our commitment to follow Christ. TheBibleteachesthat
baptismisapictureof theburia and resurrection of Christ.
When we get baptized weidentify ourselveswith theburial
and resurrection of Jesus.

*What do you think of Baptism? Do you think itisadifficult thingto be
baptized inthe example of Christ? Do you need to be baptized? Would
you liketo be baptized?
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BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Temptation of Christ”-Lesson 3
Matthew 4

“Man shall not liveon bread alone, but by every word that
proceedsfrom themouth of God.” Matthew 4:4

Review

© ®

The prophet Isaiah said Jesus would be called Immanuel, which

trandatesmeaning, “ God ”

Jesussaidthat when Hefindly doesreturn toearthitwill belikeabolt

of

Jesussaid that When Hereturnsto earth, no onewill be confused asto

who is the real Christ for everyone will see Him coming on the
with power and great glory.

Jesus said that before he arrives, many will do spectacular tricks

pretending to be Christ. We must be careful as to not be

by thesefa se prophets.

Jesus said we should consider ourselves when people

hurt usbecause of Jesus Christ becausewewill not lose our reward.

He said we should treat these peoplewith

Jesussaid the only onewho knowswhen Hewill returnto earthisthe

A maninthewildernessnamed the preached
amessage of repentance, wore camels' skinsand ate grasshoppers.
Many cameto be baptized by John and confessed their

John said that one was coming who would divide the peopl e of the
earth, and that those who rejected Him would be condemned to an
unquenchable
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10. Jesus came and asked Johnto Him.

11. At Jesus' baptism, the camedown likea
doveand spokefrom heaven.

12. Inthefina wordsof Jesus before going back to heaven, Hetold His
disciplesto everyonewho accepted Christ asLord.

13. Wemust be not becauseit usof our
sins, but becauseitisasymbol that identifiesuswith .

14. Baptism symbolizesthe , ,and of
Jesus.

After Hisbaptism, theHoly Spirit led Jesusinto thewildernesswhere
He wasto be tempted by the devil. Jesus stayed there forty days and
forty nightsfasting. After theseforty days, Hewashungry. Itwasat this
time that the devil cameto Him and said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stonesbecomebread.” Jesusanswered Himusinga
passage found inthe Old Testament saying, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedsfrom the mouth of God.”

Next thedevil took Him up into Jerusalem, the capital city, tothe
highest point of thetemple. Therehesaidto Him, “If you arethe Son of
God, throw Yourself down. For itiswritten: Heshall give Hisangels
chargeover you,” and ‘ Intheir handsthey shall bear you up.’ Lest you
dashyour foot against astone.’”” Jesusanswered him again using words
fromtheBiblesaying, “ You shdl not tempt the Lord your God.”

Agan, thedevil took Him, thistimeup onanextremdy highmountain.
From thispoint, thetwo of them could look out over al thekingdoms of
theworldandtheir glory. Satantold Jesus, “ Al thesethings| will giveYou
if Youwill fal downandworshipme.” Jesusresponded by saying, “ Away
withyou, Satan! For itiswritten, * You shall worship the Lord your God
and Himonly youwill serve.’”” Thedevil obeyed Jesus command and
left. Then angelscameand ministered to Jesus.

Oral Questions

1. WheredidtheHoly Spirit take Jesusto betempted?
2. What did Jesusdofor forty daysbefore Satan cameto tempt Him?
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3. Inthefirgt twotemptations, Satan chalenged Jesusto provethat Heis
who?

4. Inthefirst temptation, into what did Satantry to get Jesusto turnthe

stones?

How did Jesusovercomethedevil inthefirst temptation?

In the second temptation, what did Satan try to get Jesusto do when

hetook Himto thetop of thetemplein Jerusalem?

How did Jesusovercome Satan in the second temptation?

8. Inthethird temptation, Satan promised to give Jesusall thekingdoms
of theworldif Jesuswould only do onething. What did Satan want
Jesusto do?

9. How did Jesusovercome Satanin thethird temptation?

10. Who cameto minister to Jesus after Jesus sent the devil away?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 3
Matthew 4

1. Wewill experiencetemptation, even after giving our livesto Chridt.
Unlike Christ, we do not haveto go out to awildernessto betempted.
The Bibleteachesusthat we are tempted not only by the devil, but
also by our owndesires(James1:14). TheBibleteachesusthat there
isaconstant strugglein each of our hearts between our desireto do
good and our desire to do evil. “For what | am doing, | do not
understand. For what | will to do, that | do not practice; but what |
hate, that | do....For thegood | will to do, | do not do; but theevil |
will nottodo, that | practice.” Romans7:15& 19

2. Youwill experiencetemptation because you now havetwo naturesin
you. Oneisthespirit of theflesh and the other isthe Spirit of God (the
Holy Spirit) inyou. Gal 5:16-17 says, “| say then: Walk inthe Spirit,
and you shall not fulfill thelust of theflesh. For theflesh lustsagainst
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to
one another, so that you do not do thethingsthat youwish.” There
will beadaily struggle between your will versesGod' swill in boththe
bigandsmadl thingsof life.

3. Wecan overcometemptation the same way Jesusdid, through the
power of the Word of God. Hebrews4:12 says, “ The Word of God
isliving and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
eventothedivision of soul and spirit, and of jointsand marrow, andis
adiscerner of thethoughtsand intents of the heart.” . Read thisverse
more than onetime. Ask membersto tell you what they think this
ver se means.

God' sWordisnot just abook of advice. Itisliving Wordsthat God uses
to speak to each one of our heartsinanindividua way. It penentrate deep
into the parts of our soul that only God knows about.
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Thesinglemost important thing that every follower of Chris MUST
doisspendtime EVERY DAY aonewiththe Father. Satanwill do
everything he canto keep you away from the Word of God because
he knowsthat the Word of God isour source of strength. Hewill tell
uswe' retoo busy; wealready do Bible study; we' retoo sleepy, the
Bibleistoo hard to understand, and amillion other excuses. But we
must recognizethesethoughtsfor what they are: LIES. Wemust make
itapriority to spendtime EVERY DAY in prayer andintheWord of
God.

Hereisan easy plantofollow:

1

Start out your time a onewith the Father telling Him how muchyou
loveHimand praiseHimfor al thewonderful thingsthat Heis.

Thank Him for thingsHehasdoneinyour life, or answersto prayer
that you havereceived.

*|t isagood ideato make a page or section in your prayer notebook
caled” Thank you” and record those thingsthat God doesinyour life. Itis
agood ideato alwaysincludethedate. Thisway you can keep arecord
of how Godisworkinginyour life.

3.

Pray for others: the peopleinyour Biblestudy, your family, your friends,
especialy thosewho don’t know Christ yet, and specia needs. If you
have alot of peopleto pray for, you may need to make a page or
section for each day of theweek and divide out your family and friends
praying for them once aweek.

For example:
Monday Tueday
Aunt Pam Grandmother
UncleDavid Mamaw
Rachd Papaw
JohnDavid Pastor Marcelo
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* |t may be helpful to stop and do thisnow together. Sothat everyonecan
begin hisor her timeof prayer without having to do thislater.

4. Read and meditate on God'sWord. The Bible teaches usthat we
should not just read the Bible like we read everything el se, but we
should MEDITATE onit. Thismeansweshould:

+ Readitdowly.

+ Rereadit severd timesthinking deeply onthemeaning of thewords.
It may take severa readings beforewe can concentrateon thetruth
Godistrying to get across.

+ Put your own nameinto the truth of the Word asit applies. For
example, if theverse says“Honor your father and your mother”
personalizing it means, “ Christy, you must honor your father and
your mother.”

+ Pray thisverseback to God and thank God for Hisblessingsand
ask Himfor special needs. For example, “ Thank you God for my
father and my mother. God, | thank you that You aremy heavenly
father who meetsmy every need, and whoistherewhenmy earthly
fatherisnot.”

TheBiblehasmany spiritua truthsthat God wantsto communicateto us
about our liferight now. Hereisan exampleof how to meditateon God's
Word.

*Let’sbegin with the chapter after the one we discussed today, M atthew
5. Let'sstop and let every person have time to read thefirst three or
four verses. If someone is unable to read, the leader should read
these verses to this person several times without any explanation.

*Now let’s each onetry to understand the meaning of theverses, and if
we can let’s put our names into the verses. Do not be afraid to allow
God's Spirit to speak to you. Here’'san example, but certainly not the
only way thisverse can begppliedto aperson’slife. Thesearewordsthat
the Lord spoketo meas| read these verses.
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Verse 3: “Blessed arethe poor inspirit for theirsisthekingdom of heaven.”

(Exampleof author’s“ spiritual truth”) Vs. 31 amblessed if | am
poor inspirit, for | will inherit the Kingdom of God. Lord; help meto be
poor inspirit. 1 do not want to be haughty, prideful and full of my own
spirit. Thank you Lord, for thework that you aredoinginmy life. Thank
you, Lord, for | know that | will inherit the Kingdom of God. | truly ama
blessed person.

Verse4: “Blessed arethosewho mourn, for they shall becomforted.”

(Exampleof author’s* spiritud truth”)Vs. 4 “Itisdifficult for meto
Imaginebe ng blessed in mourning, for mourningissuchasadtime. Butas
afollower of Chrigt, | am thankful becausel know that | truly am blessed.
For thereishopefor uswho havefaithin Christ. God givesushopeand
thistruly isacomfort. Lord, thank you for being acomfort to mewhen|
experienced mourninginmy own lifewith thedeath of my mother. Thank
you for the Godly peopleyou put inmy lifewhowerephysical comfortsto
meinmy timeof sorrow. Thank youfor the Comfort | received from your
Holy Spiritinmy soul. Yes, Lord, | can seethat asabeliever | amblessed
when | mourn. I love You, Lordfor You carefor me.

Thereisno specid formula, no specid words, or any specid method.
Itisimportant only to meditate onthe Wordsof God. Allow themto soak
deepwithinyour soul. Whenthey penetrateinto your life, God will speak
thereto your deepest parts.

By doing thison acontinual basis, we becomemorelike Christin
every way. Not only areweableto resist temptation, but we show more
love and act more Godly in every areaof our lives. Knowing Godina
personal way istheKEY toavictoriousChrigtianlife.

*| recommend that you dividethelast sectioninyour prayer notebook.
Thisoneisthe section for meditation. Writethedatein every day you
openyour Bible, and record at |east onetruth that God isspeaking to you
about. Sometimesitiseaser to meditate onthe Word if you arewriting
down your thoughts, or it may be good just to go back later and read the

293



PIONEER EVANGEL|SM

preciousthingsthe Lordisspeaking toyouinyour heart. Thisisavery
private and precious moment between you and your Master.

*| challenge you to make acommitment to yourself and your group that
for oneweek, youwill befaithful to spend at least fifteen minuteswith the
Father every singleday. If possible, writedown onething per day that the
L ord has spokento you about. If you areunableto read, seeif you can
find someoneto read to you maybejust oneverse per day thisnext week,
and seewhat happenswhen God’s Words are allowed to penetrate your
heart every day.

*Let usall continueto read thischapter that we began. Thereisno hurry
tofinishachapter inaday. When you do finish the chapter just continueto
the next chapter and thenthe next. Next week, let usall come back and
shareany experiencesyou may have had while meditating on God’ sWord.
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BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

By
Christy A. Brawner

“Casting Fear out of Fishers of Men”-Lesson 4
Matthew 4-8

“But Hesaid tothem, ‘“Why areyou fearful, O you of littlefaith.’
Then Hearoseand rebuked thewindsand thesea, and therewasa
great caim.” Matthew 8:26

* Asa leader, remember to ask the group membersif they wereableto
read their Biblesand pray everyday. Give each person an opportunity
to share experiences. Encouragetheir efforts.

* Also because of the nature of this week’s study, it is important to
have the group to have their time of prayer requests and intercession
at the beginning of the study instead of the end.

Review

1

2.

Theprophet | saiah said that Jesuswould be called Immanuel, which
trandatesmeaning, “God ”

OntheMount of Oliveswhen Jes Jewswasteachl ng Hisdisciplesabout
His Second Coming, Hetold themto be careful sothat they would not
be by false prophets or people claiming to be Christ
evenif they wereableto perform spectacular tricks.

Jesussaid that when Hefinally doesreturn to earth everyonewill see
Himcominginthe with great power and glory.
Jesussaid the only onewho knowswhen Hewill returnto earthisthe

John the Baptist baptized many inthewildernessthat repented of their
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6. Before Christ ascended to heaven, He commanded that all of His
disciplesbe

7. John saidthat Onewas comi ng who would dividethe people of the
earth, and that those who rejected Him would be condemned to an
unquenchable

8. InJesus firsttwo temptatlons Satantriedto get Himto performtricks
that would provethat Heis

9. In the third temptation, Satan asked Jesus to bow down and

him.
10. Jesus answered the devil three times using the of

11. If we want to know God better, it is necessary that we spend
with Himevery day.

12. What arethetwo naturesin you that arein conflict with each other?
Thespirit of the and the Spirit of

13. If wewant to overcometemptation, it isnecessary that we spendtime
ALONE with everyday.

14. If wewant to be morelike Chrigt, it isnecessary that we spend time
ALONEwithHim

Jesusbegan Hispublic ministry after Hereturned from thewilderness.
Hesettled intheareaaround the Seaof Galilee, and based Himsalf out of
the city of Capernaum. He preached inthisareathe same messagethat
was preached by John the Bapti<t, “ Repent, for the Kingdom of Godisat
hand.”

Thefirgt two disciplescaled by Jesuswere Simon Peter and Andrew.
Thesetwo brotherswere out together throwing their netsinto the Sea of
Gadlileetrying to catch somefish. Jesuscalledtothemand said, “Follow
Me, and | will makeyou fishersof men.”

From there He went on until He cameto aman and histwo sons
whoweresttingintheir fishing boat mending their fishing nets. Hecalled
thetwo sonsto follow Him. Their nameswere Jamesand John, and their
father’snamewas Zebedee.

So Jesus went around this whole area teaching in the Jewish
synagogues, preaching thegospe of thekingdom and headling dl kindsof
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sicknessesand diseases. Hisfamegrew to such an extent that even people
from the neighboring country of Syriawould cometo be healed by Him.

So when Jesus saw that all these people werefollowing Him, He
took Hisdisciplesand went up acertain mountain. There He sat down
and taught Hisdisciplesmany thingsabout the kingdom of God.

Thepeoplelistenedto Jesus teachingsand were astonished at the
authority that He possessed. No onehad ever heard anyonelikethisinhis
OwWn synagogue.

When Jesus camedown from themountain the crowdswere aready
waiting tofollow Himwherever Hewent. One particular leper wasamong
them and asked Jesusif Hewould bewilling to clean him of hisdisease.
Immediately the man washealed. Another man, aRoman soldier, asked
Jesusif Hewould hedl hisparaytic servant whowaslying a home. Jesus
hesl ed the servant.

Jesuswent to Simon Peter’s house because Peter’smother-in-law
had caught afever and had becomevery ill. Jesustouched her hand and
thefever |eft her. Shethen got up and served everyonein the house.

So Jesus stayed there through the evening healing all the peopleand
cagting out many demons. But when He saw themassesswarming Him at
that place, He commanded Hisdisciplesto depart with Him to the other
sideof the Seaof Galilee.

It wasaready lateat night whenthey al got intheboat and set sail
for theother sdeof thesea. Then suddenly, whilethey wereinthemiddle
of the sea, astorm came and covered the boat withwaves. Thedisciples,
many being fishermen, recogni zed thedanger they werein and werevery
afraid. Jesus, however, had fallen adeep and did not wake up.

Thedisciples, horrified, woke Jesus saying, “Lord, saveus! We
areperishing!” Jesusanswered them, “Why areyou fearful, oh you of
littlefaith?” Then Hegot up and spoketo thewindsand the sea, and there
wasagreat calm. Thedisciplesmarveled saying, “Who canthisbe, that
eventhewindsand the seaobey Him.”
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10.
1.
12.
13.

Oral Questions

What wasthe message that Jesus preached to the people?

What werethe namesof two of Jesus' first disciples?

What wasthe profession of thesefirst disciples?

Why did peoplewant so desperately to see Jesus?

Why werethefollowersof Jesusimpressed by how Hetaught them
onthemountain?

After Jesus came down from themountain, He healed aman with a
serioushedth problem. What wasthisman’s problem?

Hethen healed the servant of the Roman soldier. What waswrong
withtheservant?

Jesus cured oneof Peter’'srelatives. Whichrelativewasshe?

Why did Jesus want to cross over to the other side of the Sea of
Gdlileg?

What did Jesus do on the boat?

Why were Jesus' disciplesafraid?

Why did Jesusrebukethem?

What wasthedisciples' reactionto Jesus’ ability to calm thestorm?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 4
Matthew 4-8

1. JesuscallsALL of ustobe“fishersof men”. Thefreedomwehavein
Christissomething Jesuscommandsusto sharewith peoplein every
country, city and neighborhood of theworld. ThesewereHisfinal
wordsto Hisfollowers before He returned to heaven. On thelast
week of thisstudy wearegoingtolearn how to shareour faithin Jesus
clearly. However, many of usareafraid to even beginto share Christ
with others. Wethink thingslike, “whoam |, withal my limitations,
how can | ever convince someoneto follow Christ? And evenif |
ever could, | liveinjust onevery small corner of theworld, how can
Christ expect usto make adifferencein other parts of theworld?’

TheBibleteachesusthat even if wewerethe most dramatic and
polished speaker that hasever lived, we still never would beableto
convince a person to follow Christ. When we gave our heartsto
Christ, it was not aperson who touched us, but the presence of the
Holy Spirit of God who moved usto repentance. John 16:8 says,
“When He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgement.”

Our roleasfishersof menisto hold out the net of our livesand
bringinal thefish that theHoly Spirit bringsour way.

Oneof thevery first stepsto sharing our faithin Christ with others
isby being ableto sharewhat Christ hasdoneinour lives. Thiskind
of presentationiscalled a“testimony.” Theword “testimony” isa
word usedin courtsof law. Witnessestestify asto thethingsthat they
know to bethetruth, thingsthey havewitnessed firsthand. Peoplecan
arguethat you are crazy, an unreliable witness, but they can never
deny what you have experienced firsthand. Hereisan exercisefor us
to stop and do together.

» Let each person think back to how his/her life was before

they knew Christ.

» Thenthink how Christ wasfirgt introduced to you.

» Think about themoment theHoly Spirit movedinyour heart,

and you knew that Jesus was God and you needed Him in
your life.
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» Think about your decisonto giveyour lifeto Christ

» Findly, think about thedifference Christ hasmadeinyour life.

» After havingtimeto processthisinyour mind, let'sgoaround
thecircleand let each person sharethistestimony with the
group. ITISIMPORTANT THAT IT TAKESNO MORE
THAN 3MINUTES.

*Alsoitistime, asagroup to begin supporting each person by praying
during our individual quiet timesfor those peoplethat God has shown us
need to accept Him, perhapsthereare peoplefromwork or school. There
may be closefamily membersthat have not yet accepted Christ’slove.
Pray together for these people. L et each personwritedownin his’her
prayer notebook the names mentioned by each other inthegroup. Thisis
agroup effort to bring everyoneto Christ.

*But let usa so not forgot the peoplelivingin placesfar avay fromus. It
isour responsibility to pray for these people aswell.

*|dea for leader- Perhaps you or your pastor knows of a missionary
that lives in another country or another part of this country. Why
not, as a group, begin to pray for that person, their family and the
people they minister with. Do this as a group weekly during the
intercession period of the Bible study. Have someone in the group
write the missionary asking about special needs and prayer requests.
Pray about, and look for ways your group can help share the Good
News of Jesus to people in far away places all over the world. Sop
and discuss this now before moving on to the second spiritual truth.

2. Jesusrebuked thedisciples, not becausethey woke Him up to calm
the storm, but becausethey werefull of fear. Thediscipleslooked
around at thestorm. They werefamiliar with stormsand knew that
thisonewasabad one. What they werenot yet familiar withwasthe
power of Godintheir lives. They did not yet redizethat Godisbigger
than any sormintheir lives, and Hewassitting inthe boat with them.

| haveaoneand ahdf-year-old daughter whoisbeginningto explore
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