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GOD’S WONDERFUL PLAN FOR YOU!
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 1

You areon earth for apurpose: to know, love, and glorify God. You can
come to know God personally when you meet and know God's Son,
JesusChrigt, the Savior. TheBiblerevedsal theamazing giftsGod gives
to thosewho know and follow Jesus.

Someof thesemarvelousgiftsand benefitsarefound below. Thisstudy is
linked to the Gospel of John. Allow God to speak to you through the
Bible. Think about what each versesays. Then, answer thequestionin
your ownwords. Writeyour answer intheblank by theverse. Now, turn
to John, chapter 10, and read verse 10.

1. Why did Jesus, the good Shepherd, come? John 10:10

2. What do you think Jesusmeansby “life... abundantly”?

3. What kind of life does Jesus giveto all who truly believein Him?
10:28

4. What does God the Father do when we ask in prayer, using Jesus
name?16:23

5. What doyouthink it meansto ask “in Jesus name?’
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6. Why does Jesuswant to answer our prayers? 16:24

7. How dowebecome“free” inour lives?8:31, 32

8. What do you think Jesus means by “thetruth” that makesusfree?
17:17

9. How would onego about continuing inthewords of Jesus?8:31

10. In John 14:1 Jesus saysto not let our

He wants those who believe in God to believe in,
aso.

11. What is in heaven in God's giant home? 14:2

12. What did Jesus go to do when he ascended back to heaven? 14:3

13. Wha will Jesusdofirg, after hefinishesbuilding homesfor hisfollowers
inheaven?

14. What does Jesuspromisethen?
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15. What is impossible to buy which Jesus gives us free? 14:26

16. If we love Jesus, what are God's feelings about us? 16:27

Why not quietly bow your head in prayer right now. Thank God that
Helovesyou, in spite of your lifeand sins.

The Bible tells us about two kinds of death. The first is when our
body dies. The second deathisspiritual death, dying without receiving
Jesusinour lives. Thisdeath isaseparation from God, in aplace of
firecalled“Hell.”

17. But what does Jesus promise those who are alive and who really
believeinHim?
11: 26

Notice theimportant words M arthausesto answer Jesusin John 11:27.
Her sentence has in it what she believed about Jesus and his power
over death. “Yes, Lord: | believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of
God, which should come into the world.”

18. When we understand Jesus’ words, what happens inside of us?

19. AsJesusfillsthose who believe, wereceive

that empowers usto live for Christ. 1:16.

Grace isthe gift of God that we can never merit or earn. It is getting
God'sspiritua riches, through Jesus, in exchangefor our sinful poverty.
We are saved from our sins by grace, never by works. “For by grace
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areyesaved, through faith, and that not of yoursalves: it isthegift of God”
(Ephesans2:8,9).

20. John givesusapicture of Jesusas God'sLamb. What did Jesusdo
about our sins on the Cross? 1. 29

21. There is a single word in John 1:12 that tells what it means to
“believe’ in Jesus. To believe in Jesus meansto

Him into your heart asthe Lord Jesus Christ.

In thisstudy you haveread of God’sloving purposefor your life,
and some of the wonder ful benefits of knowing Him. Thosewho
truly put their faith in Jesusare given abundant life, eternal life,
answers to prayer, freedom, a home in heaven, joy, peace, and
grace. Also, God will forgive and take away their sins.

When you repent of your sins, and receive Jesus, He will come into
your heart asLord forever. To repent isto turn away from your sinsto
follow Christ. Hedied for al your sins, and then rose from the grave.
In the next lesson you will learn more about one of God’s giftsto you
-eternadl life.
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THE POWER OF LIVING FOREVER
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 2

Many peoplethink eterna lifeissomething we experience after wedie.
Othersthink eternal lifeisthe product of doing enough good thingsto
overcomeall thesinswe commit. Thisisnot true. Few peoplerealize
what Jesustd susagain and again: that we can know for surethat we have
eternd lifenow.

Let’slook at the Gospel of John in theBible. Turnto chapter 17,
verse3. Read thever se, and answer thequestion in your own wor ds.
Writeit in theblank space.

1. Whatiseternd life?17:3

2. How doyouthink wecan“know” God and Jesus?7:17

Eternd lifeisnot just apromiseabout thefuture. Eternd lifeiswrapped
up in aPerson, Jesus Christ. To have Jesusasyour personal Lord
and Savior isto haveeternd life.

3. What isthepathtofinding Jesus?5:39

4. Who hasthewordsof eternal lifefor all?6:67-69

5. If youdon't haveeternd lifewhat will happen?3:15

6. How doJesus sheep get eternal life?10:28
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7. What happenswhen we choose our will over thewill of God?
12:25
How do we keep eterndl life?

8. Jesus says, “Without me 3
15:5

9. Who hasthe power over all and can give eternadl life?

Read John 3:16 twice. Then answer the following questions:

10. Who lovesthe peoplein the world?

11. What did God do because of Hislove for you?

12. Who is the “begotten son” of God?

13. Who may haveeverlasting life?

14. Those who do not believein God’s only Son Jesus will

15. How many people can have everlasting life?

16. How long do you think everlasting lifeis?
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17. Why doesGod giveuseverlagting life?

18. How do you keep from perishing?

19. InJohn 5:24, Jesus says something very important. Fill intheblanks.
To have Jesus' everlasting life one must first
Hisword, and on Him.

20. Then Jesus promises three important things:
You have
You shall not
You have

Everyone can know when he passes from death to life, just as one
knowsthe date he getsmarried, or hisbirthday. Have you asyet passed
from death to life? You can know.

21. Jesus describeseterndl lifeasa

4:13,14

22. Then how does one get eterndl life?v. 14

23. What doesit mean to drink water in John 4:14? Circle best answer:

a) drink real water
b) tobelievein Jesus
c) digawsdll

d) bebaptized
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24. Jesususesanother word pictureto describe Himself in John 6:47, 48,
and 51. Jesusis

List 2 qualities that come to mind when you see, touch, and eat
BREAD.
1.
2.

25. How would each of these qualitiesrelate to Jesus?

26. If we believe on the living Christ what will we have? 6:47

You have learned that eternal life and everlasting life are the same.
Obtaining eternal life results from knowing Jesus personaly. Heis
eternal life! You have found that eternal lifeisforever. No one will
perish who has everlasting life. Jesusisyour Living Water and your
Bread of Life.

In the next study you will learn how to keep from dying from the
world’'sworst disease
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THE TRAGEDY OF SIN
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 3

Ineach human beingisadeadly disease-sn- whichinfectsthoseyoulove,
andistransmitted from parent to child. Some peoplethink they aregetting
away withit. However, Godjudgesyour sn. Thankfully, God hasprovided
aremedy forgn.

Let’'s look again at the Gospel of John and also at some key verses
from other placesin the Bible. Remember to read the verse carefully,
before writing your answer in the blank space.

1. John calsJesusthe“Lamb of God.” What did Jesus do about our
sin?John 1:29

2. WhoisJesus? What did Jesus claim by calling God his* Father”?
5:17-18

3. Jesus claim was true! How did religious leaders react again to
Jesus calling God his*“Father”? 10:31-33

Jesusforgave sins, recelved worship as God, was sinless, and claimed
the same qualities as God. He is both God and man.

4. Whowill finally judgeal sinful people?5:22, 26-27

5. What remedy for sin does Jesus suggest to avery religious man?
3:3
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Being born physically isnot enough. Because of your sSinsyou must also
experienceasecond birthinsde.

6. We need to be born again, because without Christ we are servants
of
8:34

7. Whoisthefather of all those who lust and sin? 8:44

We have an earthly father, the Devil, who wantsusin hell with himfor
eternity. We need a heavenly Father of love.

8. Because of not trusting our total selvesto Jesus, we stand

3:18.

9. Read John 8:1-11. What did Jesus say to the proud religious
leaders?8:7

Jesus forgave the sinful woman. He saw true repentance in her heart.
Thisis how He relates to everyone who is honest about his sin, and
desiresanew birth.

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”

(Romans 3:23).

10. According to this verse, how many people have sinned?

11. Whatissin? Sinis(circleall correct answers)
a) transgressing God'sLaw
b) al unrighteousness
¢) coming short of the glory of God
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d) rebelionaganst God
€) unbelief; it makesGodaliar
f) living my ownway, doingwhat | want, against God' swill.

Sinisrebellion toward God characterized by an attitude of indifference.
All theanswersin question #11 are Bible definitionsof sin. Religious
people go to hell. Good people go to hell. Bad people go to hell.
Only forgiven peoplegoto heaven. Getting forgivenessfor sininvolves
turning from sin in repentance, and surrendering to Christ Jesus as
Lord.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23)

12. What wage does sin pay each of us?

13. Do we need to work for salvation from God?

14. Then, how do we get eternal life?

“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of our selves.
It is the gift of God, not of works, lest any many should boast.”
(Ephesians2:8,9). From this verse answer:

15. How are we saved from hell?

16. How do we get this eternal life?

Graceisadgift, asisfaith. You cannot work for grace.
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17. What does Jesuspromiseto dl who refusetofollow HimasLord and
Savior?

18. John 8:24

19. Who can free us up from sin’s power? 8:36

20. What did Jesus ask those who knew him best on earth? 8:46

Jesus had never sinned. He was tempted, however, just as you are.
Jesus loves you. Hislove caused him to choose to take your sinson
Himself on the cross.

“it is appointed unto men once to die, but after that the judgment”
(Hebrews 9:27).

21. What two appointmentswill we all keep?
a
b.

Those who choose Jesus’ gift of eternal life will win over these two
terrible happenings. In the next lesson you will discover how Jesus
took your sins and their consequences on Himself.
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ACTIONS AND CONSEQUENCES
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 4

It isimpossibleto sin without punishment. You can’t escapethe
eyes of God. “For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord,
and He pondereth all hisgoings’ (Proverbs 5:21). Read each verse.
Write the answer in your words.

1. What hasthe heavenly Father done about judging us? 5:22

2. Why isthe Son of God, Jesus, our judge? 5:23

3. What two things has God the Father given His Son Jesus?5:26,27
a

b.

4. What kind of judgment does Jesus provide? 8:16

5. Whenjudgment came, what happened to Satan, “the prince of this
world? 12:31

6. What triggered thisloss of Satan’s power and position on earth?
12:32
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7. WhenwasJesus“lifted up”?12:33

“ S0 then every one of us shall give account of himself to God”
(Romans 14:12).

8. How many peoplewill give an account to God on judgment day?

9. Whose actionswill we be accountable for on judgment day?

God hasarecord keeper, likeaninvisiblevideo cameratravelingwithyou
24 hoursaday. He knowsyour motives, thoughts, words, and actions.
Thereisajudgment day.

“You have heard. -’ Do not commit adultery.” But | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with
her in hisheart.” Matthew 5:27

10. When does adultery beginin aperson? (Circle one answer)
a) When onelooksand desires?
b) When someone commitsthe act of sin?

Read these words from Jesus: “ For out of the heart come a) evil
thoughts, b) murder, ¢) adultery, d) sexual immorality, €) theft, f)
false testimony, g) slander. These are what make a man unclean.”
Matthew 15:19,20.

11. Put each deadly sin in your own words:

Q "0 Q0O TD
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12. Wheredo these sinscomefrom?

13. Which of these sinsis the most tempting to you?

Theseterrible sins can destroy amarriage, our children, or our work.
But they are not the worst sin. Thereisan unforgivable sin that sends
usto hell.

14. What isthisgreat, unforgivable sin? John 8:24

Jesus Christ was complete God, and complete Man. Let’slook closely
at what He did for us on the cross. Read the following verses from
Hebrews, 10:10-19. “By thatwill weare sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ oncefor all. And every priest standeth daily
ministering and offering often timesthe same sacrifices, which can never
takeaway sins, but thisMan, after He had offered one sacrificefor snsfor
ever, sat down ontheright hand of God ... For by one offering He hath
perfected forever themthat aresanctified ... And your sinsand iniquities
will | remember no more. Now whereremission of theseis, thereisno
moreofferingforan”.

15. See back to verse 10: How many times does Jesus have to die to

pay for our sins?
“Sanctified” means“to be made holy, set apart.” What Jesusdid was
so powerful that it cannot be duplicated. No sacrifice today can add
to what He already completed. All our sinswere put on Christ, and
Hedied in our place. Theword “Lord” is used over 40 timesin the
Gospel of John. Jesus bought with His love the right to be our Lord,
our “boss.”
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16. What cannot take away our sinstoday?vv. 11

17. What did the Man, Christ Jesus, do on thecross?vv. 12

18. How long does this sacrifice last?

19. When someone sitsdown, it may be because heistired, or because
he has finished hiswork. Why did Jesus sit down by God's side?

20. How many times must Jesus die to make us complete and holy
before God?v. 14

21. Because of the blood Jesus shed for our sins, how many of our
sinswill God remember?vv. 17

Jesusdied for all, but only those who receive Jesus astheir Savior and
Lord benefit from His death on the cross.

22. Since God accepted Jesus sacrifice as the complete remission
(forgiveness) of our sins, does Jesus need to be sacrificed again
and again today in amass? Why?
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GOD’S SOLUTION TO OUR SINS
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 5

Something happened when Jesus died on the cross that has never
happened before or since. L et usdiscover the heart of the crossaswe
look into that event in John’s gospel, Chapters 19-20.

The Death of Jesus- Read John, chapter 19:15-37

1. Theruler Pilate gave Jesusto the soldiersto be
19:16

2. What do you think the soldiers thought?

3. What might Jesus have been feeling?

4. What was Jesus carrying?

5. What did the soldiers do to Jesus? vv. 18 and 23

6. How was Jesus “dressed” hanging on the cross? 19:23

7. What did Jesus see and say while hanging on the cross? 19:26,27

Then said Jesus, “ Father, forgive them; for they know not what they
do” (Luke23:34).
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8. Accordingtothisverse, how did Jesusrespond to those who wrong-
fully murdered him?

9. Read verse 30: What were Jesus’ last words on the cross?

10. What did He mean?

“ He (God) made him (Jesus) who knew no sinto be sin on our behalf,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2
Corinthians 5:21).

11. What two things does the verse say about Jesus?
a

b.

The Apostle Peter wrote. “ For Christ also died for sins, once for all,
the just for the unjust, in order that he might bring us to God.” (I
Peter 3:18).

12. Christ died for our

13. How many times did Jesus haveto die?
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14. What did Hisdeath providefor us?

“Who his own self bare our sinsin his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose stripes
yewere healed” (I Peter 3:24).

15. What did Jesus take on Himself hanging on the cross?

16. And we get healing and forgiveness through

Turn to John chapter 15:9,13.

17. Why did Jesus choose to lay down hislifefor us?

TheBurial of Jesus - Read John 19:38-42

1. Who werethe friends of Jesuswho cared for his body? vv. 38,39

2. List threethingsthey did with the body of Jesus?
a
b.
C.

The Resurrection of Jesus - Read John 20:1-31

1. What did Mary Magdaene do?
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2. What did Peter do?

3. Whom did Jesus show Himself to? vv. 11 -29

4. What did Thomas do? vv. 24-25:

26-29

5. What have you done with Jesus?

6. Why wasthe Gospel of John written?v. 31

Paul the Apostle summarized it, “ For | delivered to you as of
first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins,
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures...” (I Corinthians
15:3,4, NAS).

Jesus was God when His heavenly Father sent Him to earth to
live asaman. God's Son experienced all that it meant to be a human
being, yet He did not sin. Jesus died on the cross, as a substitute for
your sins because of His great love for you. He was separated from
God by your sins. He became a perfect sacrifice that cannot be copied
or duplicated today.

Jesus was buried in atomb. God accepted Christ’s death asfulll
payment for your sins, by raising Him from the dead. Jesus Christ is
alive, and by HisHoly Spirit He will come into the hearts of all who
repent of their sinsand surrender their lives, by receiving Him as Savior
and Lord. He stayswith the believer forever.
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THE MOST AWESOME GIFT!
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 6

Itisnever enoughto know something. You must act on that knowledge. It
iswonderful to be offered agift. But you cannot enjoy the gift unlessyou
receiveit fromthegiver, and useit. God offerstheawesomegift of eterna
life, but you must receivethegift by accepting His Son, Jesus Christ. Read
thefollowing verses, and answer the questionsin your ownwords.
Weusetheword“believe’ every day. “1 believeinmy family,” or, “1 be-
lieveinthispolitica candidate.” That isnot what theword“believe’ means
inthe Bible. God really desiresthat we believe Him! But what doesit
mean to believe?

1. What istheonly “work” God accepts for salvation? 6:28,29

Here are anumber of verses that demonstrate what it truly means to
believein Jesus Christ.

Jesus said: “ Behold | stand at the door and knock. If any one hear
my voice and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup with

him, and he with me (Revelation 3:20)

2. WhereisJesusstanding?

3. What does ‘the door” mean in this picture verse?

4. Why isJesus “knocking” at the door?

221



5. What two thingsmust happen before Jesuswill comeinto the heart?
a)
b)

6. What does Jesus promise to do to any open heart?

Eating together can be atime of deep bonding and friendship.
The Bible contains your spiritual “food.” Jesus wantsto have atime
of knowing and enjoying being together each day. You need to eat
together with God as you study God's Word. Then you talk with Him
in prayer.
“ That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.” (Romans 10:9).

7. What actionwordsillustratein thisversewhat it meansto believe
inChrist?

with your ,

and inyour

8. Explanthedifferencebetween believinginyour head, and believing
inyour heart

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved” (Romans 10:13).

9. What action idea here meansto believein Christ and be saved?




10. If you have not aready believedin Christ, what isyour state before
God?3:18

11. Why don't all people receive God’s Son as Savior and Lord?
3:19, 20

Let’s look at the lives of four people who believed in Jesus. Read
John chapter 4.

12. Who did Jesus claim to be? vv. 25,26

13. When the immora woman believed in Jesus, what did her faith
lead her to do?

14. Thestory of the nobleman demonstratesthe power of believingin
Christ. 4:49-53. How do we know the nobleman believed in Jesus
about hisson?

The test of true faith is obedience to the Lord Jesus.

15. What did Jesus tell the woman he rescued from death, who had
committed adultery? 8: 11
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16. Tobelievein Jesus, theLight, isto and not walk
indarkness. 8:12

17. What does Jesus promise to those who follow Him? 8:12

18. After Jesus had anointed the eyes of the man born blind how do
we know the man believed?9:7,8

19. After thereligiousrulerskicked out the man Jesus had just healed,
Jesusfound him. When Jesusrevea ed Himsalf, what action showed
the belief of the man once blind? 9:35-39

To“repent” meansa“ change of attitude that resultsin achange
of direction ... achange of life.” To repent isturn from sin’s deadly
grip onour lives, and seek Christ for forgiveness and victory over al
sin. To “repent” isto change our attitude about Jesus Christ. Heisno
longer alittle baby in the Christmas manger, but Lord of all.

Wouldn't you liketo pray and invite Jesusinto your lifeasLord
and Savior? Hereisaprayer many have prayed: “Thank you, Lord
Jesus, for dying for meonthecross. Thank you for taking my sinson
yourself asmy substitute. The best | know how, | turn from my sins,
and | giveall of myself toyou, Lord Jesus. Comeinto my lifeasboss.
| will follow you wherever you lead.”

After praying thisprayer with all your heart, you may write your
name here:

Or, if you are aready certain Jesus has taken all your sins and
that youwill go straight to heaven, check here:
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GOD’S GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING
Gospel of John Bible Studies - Lesson 7

When you receive Jesusas Savior and Lord, Heactually comestolivein
your body through the Holy Spirit. “ Christ -in you, the hope of glory,”
“...Chriglivethinme,” (Colossans1:27; Gdatians2:20). If you' vereceived
Jesus, thank himin prayer for Hislifeinyou. Jesusistheeternd Gift who
never fopsgiving.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, heis a new creation. Old things
are passed away, behold all things are become new” (2 Corinthians
5:17).

1. Accordingto thisverse, where does God put us, when wereceive
Jesus?

2. What arewe now called?

3. What does God say about our past life?

4. How does God now see usin Christ?

The Apostle Paul uses the expression “in Christ” 163 times in the
New Testament. At the moment of giving your lifeto Christ, Hecame
intoyou, and youwereput into Him. Thisiscalled* unionwith Christ.”
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JESUS*I AM” SPECIAL NAMESMEET OUR NEEDS

When Jesuslivesinyou, Hegivesyou dl the attributesthat HeisHimsdlf.
Hischaracter meetsyour specific needs. In John’sGospel, Jesusintroduces
Himsdf by the Old Testament namefor God, “1 amthat | am.” Let’slearn
6“1 am” namesof Jesus.

5. Whom did God send to meet the daily needsinour life?6:32-35 &
51

6. What doesthe“Bread of God” providefreely for the entireworld?
6,33

7. If you cometo Jesus, you will never
. 6:35

8. If youbelieveonHim, you'll never
. 6:35

9. What 2 action words show how to receive the strength and
provision of Jesus? 6:35
and

10. Jesus said, “1 am

" 8:12

11. List three reasons you need light each day :
a
b.
C.
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You need both light for your eyesand light in your mind to discern good
fromevil. “Theentranceof thy wordsgivethlight; it giveth understanding
untothesmple’ (Psalm 119:130). Jesuswantsyouto learn Hiswill by
sudyingtheBibledally.

12. Think of 3 things that a shepherd would use a door for with his
sheep. John 10:8-10.
a
b.
C.

Imagine how difficult a shepherd’sjob would be without a gate to
his pen.

13. How do you need to experience Jesusasa“door” inyour lifethis
week?

“The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want” (Psalm 23:1). God is
called by David, ‘my Shepherd.” Weare Hissheep. Jesusclaimsto be
God by using the same name, Shepherd.

14. Read John 10:11-17. Think of and list 3 things a good shepherd
would do for alamb:
a

b.

15. How can Jesus, the Good Shepherd, meet aneed in your lifethis
week?
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Find 3 names of Jesusfrom John 14:6:

16. Jesusis each day youfollow
Him.
17. Jesusis . YOu measure your

job, your decisions, and your relationships by Hiswill and Word.

18. Jesusis He livesin you through
His Spirit. He empowersyouto liveright and gives eternd life.

Though our bodies eventually die, we never die as a person. Jesus
will resurrect our bodies when He returns (John 14:2-3).

19. What does Jesus call Himsealf? 15:5

20. To be productive what is essential for us, the branches, to do?
15:5

21. What can we do alone, without Jesus?

Repeat aloud: “ Jesus, thank you for being my Bread, Light, Door,
Shepherd, Way, Truth, Light, and my Vine.” This week memorize
your favorite Scriptural name of Jesus.

OUR NEW HEL PER

Jesus lives in believers through the Holy Spirit. “ ...God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts’” (Galatians 4:6). His Spirit gives
useverything we need to follow God'swill. He also gives us power to
solve our problems and conquer the Devil.
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22. What invitation does Jesusgiveto spiritualy thirsty people?7:37

23. What happensinside uswhenwe believe and drink?

24. Towhat doesthis“riversof water” refer?7:39

25. How do weget the Holy Spirit into our lives?7:38

26. What 2 thingsdoestheHoly Spirit, God'sComforter, doinus?14:26
a
b.

27. Thereare2 namesfor theHoly Spiritin John 15:26. Which of these
names represents an attribute of God'’s Spirit that you need today?

28. Who bearswitness about Jesusto thosewho don’t know Him?

15:26,27

29. WhentheHoly Spirit comesinto each believer, what 4 thingswill He
do?16:13,14
a

b.
C.
d.
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30. TheHoly Spirit showsuswho the L ord Jesusisand what Hecan do
inus. Jesusalso promised that Hewould revea Himself tous. What
istheconditionfor reveding Himself?14:21, 24
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GOOD NEWS OF JESUS
BASED ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

The Story of theLifeof JesusChrist
By
Christy A. Brawner

Pioneer Evangelism Series



How to Use“ The Good News of Jesus’
and “BeginningaNew Lifein Christ”
Bible Stories

1. Begin each meetingwith abrief word of prayer askingtheLord
tobringunderstandingtothestories.

2. Read the stories to the participants or if there are available
copiesread thestoriestogether usingtheindirect method.

3. Theleader should ask theoral questionsat theend of thestory.
The purpose for these questions is to review and check for
under standing of thestory- NOT for elabor ation or debate.

4. Read thespiritual truths. Allow thegroup membersfreedomto
discuss and question each spiritual truth. Becareful to NEVER
argue or debatewith anyone. It isnot necessary at thispoint for
the members to agree or accept the spiritual truths. It is only
important that they under stand thetruthsasthey arerevealed in
God’'sWord.

5. After the spiritual truths, haveatimefor each person to share
needsand prayer requestswith thegroup.

6. Pray specifically for each need and/or each per son in thegroup.
As the group progresses and people accept the Lord allow the
member sto pray for each other duringthisintercession time.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Birth of Jesus’- Lesson 1
Matthew 1-2

“So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
gener ations, from David until thecaptivity in Babylon arefourteen
generations, and from thecaptivity in Babylon until theChrist are
fourteen generations.” Matthew 1:17

Mary, a Jewish woman, became pregnant without having sexual
relationsfor she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Her fiancé, being ajust
man, did not want to publicly humiliate her, so hedecided to break off the
engagement secretly. But, thesamenight ashewasdecidingtodothis, an
angel of the Lord appeared to himin adream and said, “ Joseph, son of
David, donot beafraidtotake Mary asyour wife, for that whichisconceived
inher isof theHoly Spirit. And shewill bring forth aSon, and you shall
cal Hisname Jesusfor Hewill saveHispeoplefromtheir sns.” For Mary
was to be the woman of which the prophet Isaiah spoke of in the Old
Testament whenhesaid, “Behold, thevirgin shal bewith child, and bear a
Son, and they shdl call Hisnamelmmanud”, trand ated “ God With Us.”

Joseph awoke from Hisdream and obeyed theangel. Hemarried
Mary, but they did not have sexua relationsuntil after thebirth of the baby.
And Joseph named the baby Jesus, according to theinstructions, which he
had received fromtheangd. Now Jesuswashborninthecity of Bethlehem,
whichislocatedinthe Province of Judeainthecountry of Isragl, and the
King of Judeaat that timewas named Herod.

Therewerewise menthat camefrom the Orient to Judeafollowing
abright star. Accordingtotheir studies, thisstar indicated that the promised
king had been bornin Judea. Not knowing where exactly the Child was
to befound, they went first to Herod' s pal ace, the king of the district of
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Judea, and asked wherethe new king of the Jews had been born.

Herod wasvery disturbed by their story, and called asecret meeting
withall hisreligiousadvisersand priests. He asked these men where,
according to Jewish prophecy, wasthe promised King of the Jewsto be
born. Theprieststold himthat according to Scripture, the Promised Child
wasto be bornin Bethlehem. Hethen went to the wise men and asked
them when exactly they had first seenthe star. Heasked thisbecausehe
wanted to figure out exactly the birth date of the child and calculate His

age.

Herod informed the wise men which city the baby wasto be born.
Heasosad, “Go and search carefully for theyoung Child, and when you
havefound Him, bring back word to me, that | may come and worship
Himaso.”

Thewisementhen I eft the palace and continued to follow the star to
Bethlehem. Thestar, which they had been following, went beforethem
and stood over the house wherethe young Child was. They entered the
house, andimmediately asthey saw the Child with Mary Hismother, they
fell downandworshiped Him. They dso gaveHim vauablegiftsof gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

So thewise men left thisplaceto returnto their homesinthe East.
But beforeleaving, they had adream warning them not to returnto Herod
andtell him how tofind thechild. Sothey went homeanother way.

After they left, Joseph had another dream. Inthisdream, hewas
warned by God that Herod was going to come after the Child and that
they weretofleeto Egypt. So, that very night, hewokeup Hisfamily and
they fledimmediately. They livedin Egypt until the death of Herod, this
aso beinginfulfillment of the prophecy of the prophet Hoseawhere he
sad, “Out of Egypt | will call My Son.”

Herod, after discovering that thewise men had deceived him became
very angry. Hethen declared that all male babies under the age of two
would be murdered. It wasahorrifying slaughter of all theinfantsin
Bethlehem and thesurrounding towns. But an earlier Jewish prophet named
Jeremiah aso had foretold thistragedy.

When Herod died, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him to
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returnto Israel. Joseph, however, wasalittle anxious because Herod's
sonwasonthethronein Judea, so he moved hisfamily to the neighboring
province of Galileetoacity called Nazareth. Jesusspent hischildhoodin
thistown. Thisasowasinfulfillment of the prophecy saying, “Hewill be
caled aNazarene.”

=
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Oral Questions

WhoisMary?

To whom did the angel appear and tell what the Child was to be
named?

Why did wise men comefrom the Orient to Judea?

Why did Herod want to find Jesus?

How did the wise men know they should go home another way and
avoid Herod?

How did Herod attempt to kill the promised King of the Jews?

How did Joseph know he must flee the country and go to Egypt?
How did Joseph know when it was safeto return?

Why did Joseph take hisfamily to the neighboring province of Galilee
instead of Judea?

10. What isthe name of the city where Jesus spent his childhood?
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 1
Matthew 1-2

God isfaithful and alwayskeepsHispromises. Sincethe creation of
thefirst man and woman, God had promised that he would send a
Savior to earth. Over theyears, Herepeated thispromise many times
to many peopl e often with many detail sof how thiscomingwould be.
Jesuscameto earth EXACTLY as had been predicted through the
Scriptures. Let usremember inthestory at least one prophecy that
wasfulfilled throughthe Birth of Jesus.

*Godisfathful tousinthesameway. IntheBible, therearemany important
promises God has made about Hisplan for us. Hewill fulfill al these
promisesand prophecies. Itisimportant for usto read the Scripturesand
discover God'spromisesfor our lives.

2.

TheBibleisthe\Word of God and everythinginitistrue. God spoke
through hisprophetsthousandsof yearsin advancemany precisedetals
about thebirthand lifeof Jesus. Everything occurred EXACTLY as
had been prophesied.

Godisin control of al things. He can makethings happen that are
supernatura or miraculous. Thereare several supernatura thingsor
miraclesthat happeninthisstory. What isat |east one of these?

God can and does communicate to men. Some believe that God
created theworld but doesn’t carewhat happenshere. Inwhat way
did God communicateto meninthisstory? God till communicatesto
ustoday. Wewill learn through this study how we can have areal
relationship with God.

God knowseverything that isgoing to happen. But sometimes, in His
Divinewisdom, Healowshorriblethingsto occur. Herod wanted to
kill the Promised King because hefelt threatened by Jesus. God knew
thewicked sinin Herod' sheart. He knew that hewasgoing tokill
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hundredsof hel plesschildren. Because of the disobedienceand rebellion
inhisheart agreat horror occurred. Today, sometimesmany horrible
things happen because of disobedienceand rebdlioninour lives. Do
you know of amodern examplewhere someone hasbeen hurt because
of thewickedness of another person?

6. Man cannever prevail against God and win. Herod wasunabletokill
thePromised Child. Theonly thing that heaccomplished wasto cregte
ahorrendoustragedy inthelives of many families. Today, alot of
times, wetry to defy God'slawsand Hiswill. Thisalwaysbrings
tragedy, if not for usthan for those around uswhowearehurting. Can
you think of atimeinyour own lifewhereyou did something wrong
and brought tragedy into your life? Canyou think of atimewhenyou
were hurt because of therebellion of another person?

7. Thepriestsand religiousadvisersknew the Scripturesconcerning the
Promised King, but they did not go to meet Jesus. Isit possibleto be
very religious, to know much about the Bibl e, to know much about
Jesus Chrigt, but never know Him personally inone' sheart?

8. JesusisGodwithus, or Immanuel. Theangel spokethesewordsto
Joseph, which wererecorded inthe Scripturesby the prophet | saiah.
Many people say that Jesuswasaprophet. Otherssay that Hewas
an angel or agood person. But the Bible teaches usthat He was
“Godwithus.”

Inthe next six weeks, wearegoing totry to discover whoredly isJESUS
CHRIST, and what isthe GOOD NEWSthat He brought to earth.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Baptism of Jesus’- Lesson 2
Matthew 3-4

Review

=

Thenameof Jesus' mother was
One miracle from Jesus birth was that He was born of a

The Old Testament spoke many things about the birth of Christ; one
of thesewasthat Hewould be called Immanuel, which means*“ God

Herod was a of Judea who tried to kill Jesus. He
all of the children under the age of two that livedin and

around Bethlehem.

Thewisementhat went to find Jesuswerefollowing a

These men went homeadifferent way than they came because God

warned them through a that Herod wanted to

Jesus.
Josephleft with hisfamily inthe middle of the night to Egypt because
God showedhimina that Herod was coming after

Jo&ph knew that it wassafetoreturnto lsradl througha

But hedid not return to Bethlehem, instead hetook hisfamily to aC|ty
called

AsHehasdoneall throughout history, today God still keeps His

God knowswhat’s in our evenif thereismuch
wickednessthere.
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10. Itispossibleto beareligious person, to even know alot about the
Bible, but still never know personally in one's

“Repent for thekingdom of heaven isat hand.” Matthew 3:2

Thesewerethewordsthat were preached by aman who could be
found in the desert of Judea. This man dressed in camel’shair and a
leather belt. Helived eating wild honey and grasshoppers. Hisnamewas
JohntheBaptist.

Many peoplefrom all over the areasurrounding the Jordan River
would go out to the desert to hear hiswords. Then after listeningto him
speak, many would be baptized in the Jordan River confessingtheir sins.
Several of therdligiousleaders, those called Sadducees and Pharisees,
would also go out to see what was happening in the desert. When John
the Baptist saw them, hecalled thema“brood of vipers,” (sonsof serpents)
further saying that they did not fear God because they thought themselves
sordigiousand of good heritagethat they did not need to repent of their
sns

While John was preaching, Jesus came and asked John to baptize
him. John did not want to at first because hethought hewastoo unworthy
to baptize Jesus. But Jesusinsisted, and thetwo of them entered into the
watersof the Jordan River. When Jesuscameup fromthewater, theHoly
Spirit descended like adove from heaven upon Him. Also, avery loud
voicefrom heaven spoke saying. “ Thisismy beloved Son, inwhom | am
wdll pleased,”

So Jesuswastaken after that by the Holy Spirit into thedesertin
order to betempted by Satan. Hefasted from food and water for forty
daysandforty nights, and after theforty daysHewasvery hungry. It was
at thistimethat Satan cameto tempt Jesus.

TheBibletdlsof threetemptationsof Jesusinthedesert. Inthefirst
temptation, Satan tried to get Jesusto turn some stonesinto bread, claming
that thiswould provethat Hewas God. Jesusanswered him by using the
written Word of God. Secondly, Satan took Him to theroof of atemple
and asked Himto jump off the edge thus proving that Hewas God. But
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Jesusanswered him again using thewritten Word of God. Lastly, Satan
transported Jesusto amountainand said, “ All thesethings| will giveYou
if Youwill fall downandworshipme.” Jesusanswered him saying, “You
shall worship the LORD your God, and Himonly you shall serve.” With
thisthedevil left Him, and theangel scameand served Him.

After returning from the desert, Jesusheard that John the Baptist
had beenthrownintojail. Jesusthenwent to Galilee, the provincenorth
of Judesg, leavingthecity of Hischildhood, Nazareth, and movingto
Capernaum. Thiswasinfulfillment of what was spoken by the prophet
Issiahwhenhesaid, “ Theland of Zebulun and theland of Naphtali, by
theway of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: the
peoplewho sat in darkness have seen agreat light, and upon thosewho
sat intheregion and shadow of death light hasdawned.”

TheBibletdlsusthat from thistown Jesus began Hispubic work
among thepeople. The messagethat He preached wasthisone,
“Repent, for thekingdom of heavenisat hand.”

Oral Questions

=

Describethe man called John the Baptist.

What wasthe message of John the Baptist?

What would John the Baptist do with those who confessed their

ans?

Why did John the Baptist not want to baptize Jesus?

How was Jesus baptized?

What happened when Jesus came up fromthewater?

Why did Jesus go to the desert?

What did Jesusdofor forty daysand forty nights?

What was one of Satan’stemptations?

10 After thetemptations, who cameto serve Jesus?

11. Wheredid Jesusgo after |earning about theimprisonment of John
the Baptist?

12. What wasthe message of Jesus? Who preached thissame

message?

w ™
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Spiritual Truths-Lesson 2
Matthew 3-4

1. Themessageof Johnthe Baptist and of Jesuswasthesame. “ Repent

for thekingdom of heavenisat hand.”

- Torepent meansto turn from thesin in your life. 1t meansto
givethe complete control of your lifeto JesusChrist.

- Sin isdisobeying God and Hislaw.

- Isrepenting avery difficult thing for apersonto do? What doesthis
word meanto you? Discussthisconcept among all group members,
let each person have an opportunity to voice his’/her opinion.

2. Thereligiousleadersthought that they did not need to repent of their
snsbecauseof ther reigion. They thought that they weregood enough.
John called these people sons of serpents. Isthere anyonein the
world who isreligiousenough or even good enough that they do not
need to repent of their Sns?

*TheBiblesaysin Romans 3:23 that “ All have sinned and havefallen
short of theglory of God.”

*|sthereanyoneintheworld who doesnot havesinintheir life? Isthere
anyonewho hasnever disobeyed or defied God's standard of behavior or
attitude? TheBiblesays‘No'. Doyou agreewith theBiblethat weall
havesininour life? Again, itisimportant to allow each person to have
an opportunity to challenge God’'sWords on thissubject. Asaleader,
do not argueor et anyone elseargue, but it isokay to et peoplevoice
their feelings.

3. Jesuswasbaptized, but Hebeing God never sinned.

Thistellsusthat baptismisNOT areligiousritual that can take away the
sinsfromaperson’slife. If the purpose of baptismwasto clean aperson
from sins, Jesuswould not have been baptized because He, being God,
hasnever snned.
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4. When Jesusraised from thewatersthe Holy Spirit descended upon
him likeadove and God the Father spokefrom heaven saying, “This
ismy beloved Soninwhom | amwell pleased.” Hereweseethethree
personsof the Trinity. What arethey?

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

5. Jesuswastaken out to the desert to be tempted by Satan. Satanis
real. Heisaspirit whoisintheworld; along with many of hisspirit
followers called demons, and can bring destruction to our lives by
|eading usto disobedience of God. Just as Jesuswastempted, Satan
alsotemptsus. But the Bibleteachesthat we, unlike Christ, arealso
tempted by wickednessthat already existsin our heartsto do things
that displease God, or sin.

6. Theprophet Isaiah prophesied that Jesuswould liveintheway of the
seaand that Hewould bealight to the peoplewho werein darkness,
to thosewhowereliving in the shadow of death.

All of us, without Christ, arein darkness, but maybeyou or someoneyou
loveislivingintheshadow of death. Somefind themsalvesthere because
of drugs, othersthroughimmord relationships, and still othersarevictims
of violence. Thisversetellsusthat Jesuscameto givelight tothoseof us
indarkness, and He can givefreedom to thosewho arelivingin the shadow
of desath.

*nour prayer timetoday, let’ s pray for thoseloved onesthat arelivingin
the shadow of death. May wefind light and freedomin Jesus Christ.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Miracles of Jesus’- Lesson 3
Matthew 4-9

“Follow Me, and | will makeyou fishersof men.” - Matthew 4:19

Review

1.

© N

Who told Joseph about the coming of Jesus, and who told him that
Hisnamewould be“Immanuel” or “ God with us?’ Thisteachesus
that Jesusis with us.

Who wanted to kill thelittle boy Jesus? Why? Jesus escaped because
they fledto .

Who baptized Jesus? Thefact that Jesuswasto be baptized tellsus
that thefunction of baptismisnot the cleaning of inour
lives

When Jesus came out of thewater, something likeadove camedown
from heaven, and a voice also spoke from heaven? Who was the
dove and whose voice camefrom heaven?

The Pharisees thought that they didn’t need to repent of their sins
becausethey werevery religious. Isit possiblefor someoneto be
religiousenough to eliminatehisor her Sns?

What doestheword “repent” mean?

Whatissin?

Who tempted Jesusin the desert?

Wheredid Jesusgo after Heleft the desert?

While Hewas going along the Sea of Galilee, Jesus came upon two

fishermen. Hecalled them and said, “ Follow me, and | will makeyou
fishersof men.” They immediately |eft their netsand followed Him. On
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that day, Jesus called hisfirst four disciples: Peter, Andrew, James, and
John. All of them werefishermen.

Then Jesuswent through al the province of Galileeteachinginthe
synagogues, preaching thegospel of thekingdom, and curing al kindsof
sicknessand disease among thepeople. A large multitudefollowed Him
wherever Hewent.

A leper cameto Jesus and proceeded to worship Him. Hecalled
toJesusand sad, “Lordif you arewilling, You can makemeclean.” Jesus
responded, “1 amwilling, becdleansed.” Immediatdy theleper wascleansed.

A captain of theRoman army cameto Jesus. Thisman cameto ask
Himto cure hisservant who was pardyzed and tormented. Hebdievedin
Jesus power to curehim. Jesustold himthat many peopleof dl nationdities
would come eat together in the kingdom of heaven, and the servant was
cured that same hour.

Another time, on the other side of the sea, there were two men
possessed by demons. These men were so strong and ferociousthat no
one could hold them down or even wak by wherethey were. They lived
among thetombs.

When they saw Jesus, thedemonsyelled out, “What haveweto do
with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come hereto torment us
beforethetime?’

A pretty good way fromwherethey werewasaherd of pigs. The
demonsbegged Jesus, “If You cast usout, permit usto go away intothe
herd of swine.” Jesussaidtothem,“Go.” Thedemonswereimmediately
expelled from themen and entered into the pigs. Thepigsinturn became
possessed and crazed. They violently ran down the steep cliff crashing
into the seabelow. All thepigsdrowned.

The owners of the pigs ran and told al the inhabitants of this
particular city what Jesus had done, including what had happened to the
demon-possessed men. Thetownspeople came out and asked Jesusto
leavethisregion.

Heleft by boat, returning to Hisown city. Soon after this, Hemet
aman named Matthew. Matthew worked for the government asatax
collector. Jesussaidtohim, “Follow Me.” Matthew got up immediately
andfollowed Him.
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So Jesusand Hisfollowerswent to eat dinner that night with the
tax collectorsand other peopl e of bad reputation of thetown. Whenthe
religiousleaders, the Pharisees, saw this, they asked Jesus disciples, “Why
doesyour Teacher eat with tax collectorsand sSinners?’

When Jesus heard this comment, He answered the Pharisees,
“Thosewho arewell have no need of aphysician, but thosewho aresick.
But go and learnwhat thismeans: ‘| desiremercy, and not sacrifice.” For
| did not cometo call therighteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Oral Questions

=

What wasthe profession of thefirst disciplesof Jesus?

What did they dowhen Jesuscalled themtofollow Him?

3. Jesuswasgoinginto every part of Galileeand multitudeswere
following Him. What wasHedoingto cal such attentionto
Himsdf?

What wasthefirst healing recorded in the book of Matthew?
What wasthe Roman officer’sservant’ sproblem?

Where did the demon-possessed men live? What kind of menwere
thesa?

What did the demons do when they saw Jesus?

What happened to the demonswhen they |eft themen?

What happened to the pigs?

10 What wasthereaction of the ownersof the pigs?

11. What kind of manwasMatthew?

12. Jesusate dinner with what kind of people?

13. What did the Phariseesthink of this?

14. What kind of answer did Jesus giveto the Pharisees?

N
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Spiritual Truths- Lesson 3
Matthew 4-9

1. Jesusdoesnot makeany distinction between people.

- Jesus firgt discipleswerefishermen, smplemenwithout forma
education.

- Theleper was aperson who had been excluded from society
because of askin diseasethat left him disfigured and despised.

- TheRoman soldier’s servant wasacrippled person who had no
money or positionin society.

- Matthew wasatax collector. Probably very rich, but acorrupt
thief.

- Thedemon possessed men were so despi sed by their countrymen
that thetownspeopl e preferred healthy pigsto these men being
hedled. They had actudly lived among thetombs.

*But all these peoplewereimportant and valuableto Jesus. You
areaperson of worth and valuein theeyesof God. Your past,
your finances, your appearanceor your placein society do not
mean anythingto God.

2. Jesushaspower to cureour diseases. What arethe examplesinthe
story of peoplebeing cured?

3. Jesushaspower over every spirit or demon. Thereare peoplewho
have becomeinvolved with demonsor spirits, many times because
they aretryingto dothingsthat aregood. But beforethey know
what has happened to them, these demons have taken over their
lives. They arefollowed and tortured by these demonsthat never
leavethem alone. These people have no power to get rid of these
demonsfromtheir lives. Jesushasauthority and power over
EVERY demon and spiritintheworld. Wecan havefreedom
from evil spiritsONLY through JesusChrist.

4. Jesuslovespeopleof bad reputation. He acceptsall sinners. Jesus

246



Thomas Wade Akins

doesnot condemn people, but Hisdesireisto bring every personto
repentance and trueforgiveness.

5. Thereligiouspeople, or Pharisees, did not repent of their sins, and
thought they were better than the other snnerswho were eating with
Jesus. What isbetter: to beabig sinner who hasbeen forgiven, or a
person with few sinsbut who refusesto repent?

- Itisfar better to beabig sinner who hasbeen forgiven.

Jesus acceptsusand lovesusjust theway weare. It doesnot matter to
Himif weareterriblesinners, if wearepoor, if wehavelittle education,
If wehavelotsof problemsor if wehavephysica illnesses. InHisEyes,
weareall thesame. Theimportant thingisfor usto repent and follow
Him.
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THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS

By
Christy A. Brawner

“The Teachings of Jesus’- Lesson 4
Matthew 10-16

“| desiremercy, and not sacrifice.” Matthew 12:7

Review

1. Jesuswasborn of aJewish woman named

2. Wisemenfromthe Orient wereableto find Jesus becajsethey were
followinga .

3. Thewisemendid not return to Herod' s pal ace because they were
warned by Godina to return home another way.

4. JohntheBaptist livedinthe desert preaching and
those peoplewho confessed their sins.

5. What doestheword “ repent,” mean?

6. When Jesus was baptized, the descended to
earth likeadove, and avoicefrom heaven spoke. Thisdemonstrates
for usthe three persons of God: God the , God the

, and God the . Wecadll this
theTrinity.

7. Inthedesert, Jesuswastempted by .

8. Thefirst disciplesof Jesuswere by profession.

9. Jesusencountered two men who were possessed with demons. How

did Jesus help these men? How did the townspeoplereact to Jesus
action?

10. ThePhariseescriticized Jesusbecause He atewith what kind of people?
11. Isit better to be abig sinner who hasrepented, or aperson with few
sinsbut an unrepentant heart?
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Jesus called twelve mento be Hisdisciples, meaning to becloseto
Him and betrained by Him. He gave these twelve men power over evil
spirits, and He gave them power to cure all kinds of diseases. Hetold
them that they must givefreely, for freely they had received. And Judas
| scariot was among these men who were sent out.

Jesus sent them to every corner of the country of Isragl in order to
call the Jewish peopleto repentanceand faithin Jesus Christ. Jesusgave
these men amessage, “Whoever confessesMebeforemen, him | will also
confess before My Father who isin heaven. But whoever deniesMe
beforemen, him | will so deny beforeMy Father whoisin heaven.”

And JesusHimself went all over Galileeteaching, preaching and
healing all kindsof diseases. But the people of Galilee, those with whom
He had spent so much of Histime rgjected Hismessage. The city of
Capernaum, where He had begun His public ministry rejected Him. And
in seeing this, Jesus went to speak to His Father, and these were His
words:

“1 thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You
have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have
revealed themto babes. Even so, Father, for soit seemed goodin
Your sight. All thingshave been deliveredto meby My Father,
and no one knowsthe Son except the Father. Nor doesanyone
know the Father, except the Son, and the one to whom the Son
willsto reveal Him. Cometo Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and | will giveyourest. Take My yoke uponyou
andlearnfromMe, for | angentleand lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For My yokeiseasy and My burdenis

light”

After saying thesethings, Jesuswith Hisdiscipleswent past some
wheat fields, and thiswas on a Sabbath. Hisdiscipleswere hungry, so
they stopped, pick somewheat and ate.

The Pharisees, remember theseweretherdigiousleaders, saw this
and accused them becauseit is against the Jewish law to work on the
Sabbath. Jesusanswered them saying that they till did not understand the
law of God becausethe Scripturessay, | desiremercy, and not sacrifice.”
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From thewheat fields, Jesus and the discipleswent to the Jewish
synagogue, and therethey met aman with awithered hand. Jesusasked
that man to stretch out hishand, and He cured him therein the synagogue
inplainview onthe Sabbath.

The Pharisees, outraged, |eft that place and formed a council in
order to plot against Jesusto kill Him. Jesus, knowing what they were
planning, alsoleft that place. But amultitudefollowed Him, soHecured
all of them asking themto keep fromturning Himin.

And Jesuscontinued working inthisregionfor awhilelonger teaching
thepeopleand healing their diseases. Twicethe peoplefollowed Him out
into thewildernessstaying therelong stretchesof timelisteningto Hiswords
without even eating. Twice, Jesustook lessthen seven |oaves of bread
and afew fish and fed over four thousand people.

Whiledtill workingin Gdlilee, Jesusexplained clearly toHisfollowers
that Hewoul d soon begoing to Jerusalem, and horriblethingswoul d hgppen
there. Hetold them that Hewould haveto suffer many thingsin thehands
of the Jewish leaders, that Hewould bekilled, but that three dayslater He
wouldriseagainuntolife.

Oral Questions

L

What wasthe ass gnment that Jesusgave Hisdisciples?

2. What did Jesus say He would do for those people who confessed
Him before men, and what about thosewho denied Him before men?

3. How didtheinhabitantsof Capernaum, aswell asmany other citiesin
Galileewhere He had performed most of Hismiracles, react to Jesus
message?

4. Jesussaidfor all thosewho areweary and heavy-laden to cometo

Him. What doesHe promiseto do for these people?

Why did Jesusand Hisdisciplesstopinthewheat fields?

Why werethe Phariseescritical of Jesusfor gatheringwhesat?

Why werethe Phariseesagaing Jesusheding themanwith thewithered

hand?

What wasthe purpose of the council created by the Jewish leaders?

Jesustold Hisfollowersthat certain thingswere going to happento

Him. What wasHisprophecy?
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