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soryingtheBible.

Why follow a chronological timeline?
Themain reasonisthat it followsthe pattern or order inwhichthestories
happened, it isthereforeanatural organization of thestories. Oral culture
peopleliketo begin at the beginning and tell the storiesasthey happened.
That ishow they remember the storiesinthe order storieshappened. Jump-
ing around inthe order of stories can bevery confusing to them.

Thereisanother reason for keeping the chronological organization of
stories. With those hostileto the Gospel inwhich the Gospel challenges
their beliefs, itisimportant to have the storiesto | ean upon one another.
That is, agroup of stories, or acluster of stories, that arerelated tend to
lock inthetruth better. Anexampleof thisarethestoriesrelatedto God's
promiseto Abraham being carried out through the descendants of Abraham
beginning with Isaac and not Ishmael. Thethemes, whichrunthroughthe
storiesaspromises, actorsinthe stories, etc., al link the storiestogether
making it much moredifficult to changeastory evenif you don't likewhat
it teaches.

It isimportant to prepare a people for hearing the good news of a
Savior. The best preparation for thisis the bad news of man’s sinful
condition, accountability to God, and hisinability to save himself from
God'swrath. So the Old Testament stories make the best backdrop for
presenting the stories of Jesusasfulfillment of al prophecy and promise.

Therearetwotypesof storying that are more often used in either
acclimatizing apeoplefor the hearing the Gospel.
Oneisthestuational storythat iseffectivein ministry toindividuasand
families. Itissmply astory, whichischosen and told asfitting to some
circumstanceinwhichtheBiblestoryer hasopportunity touseit. A typica
use of situational storyingisaninvitation to enter ahometo pray for a
family member or family need. Thisisopportunity tolift up Jesusbefore
the peoplein aquickly told story before offering the requested prayer.
Thenthe storyer offersto come again and tell more of the stories about
Jesusfrom God' s Word. Bible stories may of course be used in wed-
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dings, funeras, and any other occasion when astory fitsthe occasion.

Theother typeiscalled fast-tracking the Gospel and will be covered
|ater.

Wheretobegin when preparingtostory the Bible?

Therearetwo essential thingsfor thestoryer to know. Thisisassuming
that he or she already hasaworking knowledge of God’'sWord.

First the storyer needs to be aware of the basic Bible truths which a
person needs to hear and understand in order to be open to salvation.
Thereisasuggested list of sometwelvetruthsthat need to be considered
by the storyer in hispreparation. Not al of thesetruthswill need equal
treatment as some may already be understood or at |east not challenged
by the peopl€ sexigting belief system. Othersmay need extendvetreatment
asthe peoplemight have strongly embedded beliefsand practicesinther
culture. Onebasic starting point istheissueof the sovereignty of God that
includesHissovereignty over the spirit world aswell asthevisibleworld
and al itspeople. Otherswill haveto dowithlocal conceptsof sinand
how that Ssn may beatoned. Othershavetodowiththeafterlife, itsnature,
andwho goeswhere. Thegreatest isthat God himself provided the needed
Savior accordingto hispromise. Hereisasuggested list:

BasicBible TruthsL eading To Salvation

1. God doneisSovereign, actingin history and communicating with
man.

2. Godisal-powerful, al knowing, the source of grace (love, peace,
mercy, forgiveness, salvation, provisionfor man’sneeds).

3. God communicatesthrough hisWord and isfaithful to keepit.

4. Godlovesman and wantsfellowship with him.

5. Godisrighteous, hating sin.

6. God punishessin by death (separation from God).

7. Manisaccountableto God for al he saysand does.
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8. Manisasinner separated from God by hissins.

9. Mancando nothingto savehimself from God' srighteousjudgement.
10. Man can approach (havefellowship with) God only through aper-
fect (acceptable) sacrifice. Thisinvolvesfaith and trustin God.

11. Jesusthe Son, the One sent by God, isthe only perfect sacrifice.
12. Sdvationinvolvesrepentance andfaithin God’sprovisonin Jesus
asSaviour and L ord.

Thelist of Basic Bible Truthsgivescriteriafor an outline of aCore Set
of Storiesthat deal withthetruths. Thisisalist of possible storiesthat
could beused for evangdlizing when the storyer knowsnothing about the
worldview of thetarget people. Thislistisagood beginning point for
building aset of Biblestory lessonsfor evangdlizing. Theremay beaneed
for subgtitutions on some storiesto others more appropriatefor apeople.
Thelist doesnot takeinto account stories, which may be needed, to bridge
between major storiesnor to deal with certain Bibletruthsthat need more
attention and depth inteaching. Again, thislist isa suggested list of
typical stories, which may be used to cover theBibletruths:

CORE STORY LIST

agkrwbdpE

© 0N

10.

11.

Creation of theworld

Creation of man

Thefirst sin and judgment of Adam and Eve

Judgment of asinful worldin Noah’sday

God's promiseto Abraham—adescendant through which God
would blessall people

God providesthe substitute sacrificefor 1saac

The Passover—the blood and thelamb

God givesHisholy Law—the Ten Commandments

The Sacrifice System—shedding of sacrificial blood to cover
sn

TheProphets message and promise of aRedeemer whowould
suffer for man

Birth of Jesus according to prophecy
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12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

Baptism of Jesus—"Behold the Lamb of God”, testimony of
John and the Spirit

Jesusand Nicodemus—"You must beborn again”

Jesus has authority to forgive sin—paralyzed man and four
friends

Jesus has power over nature—Camsthe Sea

Jesus has authority over demons—Gadarene Demoniac
Jesusisthe resurrection—Jesusraises Lazarusto life
Abraham, Lazarus and the rich man—Man must believethe
message of the prophetsinthislife

The Last Supper—" Thisismy broken body and blood shed
foryou’

Jesusisbetrayed, arrested, fal sely accused, tried and sentenced
to death according to prophecy

Thecrucifixion, decisonfor and against Jesus, “ It isfinished”
Theresurrection and appearance to disciples and followers
Jesusreturnsto the Father, the Ascension

—TFollowing are optional storiesfor certain spiritual worldviews—

24,

25.

Jesusthetrue High Priest (Heb 8-9), an advocate beforethe
Father making intercessionfor believer’ssins(Rom 8:34; Heb
7:25)

Return of Jesusto receive believersunto himself, tojudge and
punish unbdlievers, Satan and theevil spiritsthusfulfilling al
promisesand prophecies.

The obviousweaknessof thislist of core storiesisthat many important
belief issues of the target people may not be addressed sufficiently. In
some cultures peoplemay have an understanding of their snfulnessanda
desireto beaccepted by God and included in Hisfamily. Inother cultures
the people may have very faulty concepts of the severity of sinand its
consegquencesand further be offended by anything whichtiesGod to man
implying that man can havefelowship with atranscendent God. Stories
about Jesus' ministry are chosento qualify Jesusashaving authority and
power likethe Father.

The need for an adequate understanding of apeople’ sworldview.—
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TheBiblestoryer, aswell, asanyone seeking to evangelize apeople must
understand someof thebasicsof their worldview. Thisisimportant because
intheworldview arethe conceptsof how apeoplerdatetothedetiesthat
control their lives, how they view themselves, what iswrong or harmful
and how they atonefor wrongdoing. Theimportant digtinctionto makeis
that the worldview must be known, not so that the storyer can simply
engagein apologeticsto combat erroneousbeliefs, but so that the storyer
can engage apeopleat their point of greatest spiritual need whiledealing
with beliefsthat hinder an understanding and acceptance of the Gospel.
The best way to explain thisisto say that a people’s worldview must
informand instruct the use of Bibletruthsin witness. Thismeansthe
choice of storiesto be used and thethemesto be devel oped in the story
sessionsisreated to both the Bibletruthsand rel evant worl dview issues.
Knowing their worldview a so helpsthe storyer to know certain stories
which may need to beavoided initially asthese may be misunderstood or
increasethe hogtility to the Gospdl.

Thereisnot space hereto go into afull explanation of how to assessa
people sworldview. But therearesomehelpful categoriesrelated
towor Idview which thestoryer should know. Theseare:

Perceived need—Where a people see themselves as needy,
especidly inthespiritream.

Changepointsin their culture—Thisiswhere change hasbeen
occurringintherecent past, perhapsasthe Holy Spirit hasbeen preparing
apeoplefor the Gospd, wherethereisongoing change among apeople—
their present value system, and areaswherefuture changeislikely dueto
circumstances among the peopleand their environment.

Barrierstothe Gospel—Theseare both active barrierslike hos-
tility for whatever reason and other barriers, typicaly cultura which hinder
hearing and acting upon the Gospel.

Bridgestothe Gospel—Theseareareasintheir cultureinwhich
dueto existing beliefs and expectationsthereis an opennessto hear the
Gospel andtorelieveexisting spiritua fearsand uncertainties.

To explorethesethere are variousinstruments such as questionaires
which suggest issues and factsto explore about apeople. Beyond having
thisinformationthereisaneed to prioritizetheinformation so that only the
major issuesarededt withintheevangdizing effort. Itisgenerdly found
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that ashort list of only 10-12 arereal barrierswhich need forceful ad-
dressing. Later inchoosing Bible stories, multiplestorieswill be needed
for the greater worldview barrier issues. Save lesser issues for later
discipling lessonsand for teaching to mature believers after an adequate
biblical base has been established for reference.

Followingisalist of key issuesto explorein deter mining a wor k-
ingworldview for Biblestorying.

1

2.
3.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Knowledge of the Bible and attitudetoward it asan authoritative
sourceof truth.

Generd conception of Christiansand whether thisadesirablelifestyle.
Understanding of the sovereignty of God and His attributes, His
Oneness.

Understanding of sin, itsorigin and spread, prevalenceamong all
mankind.

Consequencesof sin, how may it be atoned for, role of sacrifice. Is
forgiveness practiced?

Roleof spirit world and itsrelationship toworld of living. Fears,
taboos, appeasement.

Attitudetoward death, the afterlife, placesof blessednessor retribu-
tion and conditionsfor entering. Canoneleaveafter “payingfor sin”
or escape punishment in someway?

Knowledgeof Jesus, who heis, the circumstances of hiscoming, his
relationship to God.

Theministry of Jesus—histeaching, healing, forgiving, restoringto
life,implications.

Thebetrayal, suffering and death of Jesusasasubgtitute sacrificefor
sn.

Any open or hidden barriersto hearing the Gospel, understandingit,
and acting upon it.

Any bridges (other than the above) such aswhere God isat work
preparing apeople.

Therole of intermediariesin beseeching the deity, changing life
circumstances.

Isliteracy afactor in sharing God'sWord? Isthe Bibleintheir heart
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language?

15. Whatisther preferred mode of learning and teaching others—ord
culture? Other?

16. Where and when istrue teaching conducted? Who may berecog-
nized asateacher?

There are many other possible questions for exploring their spiri-
tual worldview and constructing a worldview with implications
for evangelizing and discipling a people.

Preparingastrategy for Biblestorying.

Following isahel pful organization of the Bibleinto astrategy for evange-
lizing, affirming new believers, planting achurch, discipling new believers,
and bringing closuretothe Biblestory. Thisstrategy should beseamlessin
that each part should flow into the next and it should beinvisible, that is,
donewithout announcing what isto happen next. Thisstrategy for evan-
gelizing and church planting has grown out of experienceinanumber of
countrieswhereBiblestoryingisused. And it takesinto account the natu-
rd organization of the Biblecontent. Thedrategy ismost helpful for bregking
down thetask into objectiveswhich can be addressed. TheBibletruths
and worldview issuestogether point to criteriafor choosing Bible stories
and themesto be devel oped in each sessonwiththe people. Thisstrategy
organization isonly asuggested one which may be modified as needed.
Each magjor objective hasarange of storiesthat are helpful inaddressing
theissues. Herearetheobjectivesand suggested range of stories:

Evangelism Track—Genesisto Acts 1 (Creation to the Ascen-

s0n)

Affirming or Review Track—Genesisto Acts 1 (Review only of
essentid stories)

Church Planting Track—Acts1to Acts12 (Thecharacteristics
of the New Testament Church)

Discipling or Characterization Track—Acts 13-28, selected
Epistles (Establishing and maturing believerstoward thewhole measure of
thefullnessof Christ)
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End Times Track—Revelation and other passagesrelated to the
End Times(To bring anote of victory and celebration tothe churchand a
find warning to unbelievers)

Thesefivetrackscover thebasic Bible story and contributeto
aninitial Oral Biblefor apeople. Thetracksmay be paused for more
indepth coverage of any issuesaswell asrepeated if responseissow in
coming. Themost critica track will bethe Evangelism Track becauseitis
theoneat which apeoplearefirst engaged andinitial worldview issuesare
chdlenged.

After aninitia coursing throughtheBibleitispossiblethento continue
thechurch strengthening objectiveby going back through the Biblefollowing
thesamechronol ogicd pattern and adding new soriesinthetimdine. These
storiesmay bea ong atopic such aslove, forgiveness, worship, etc., they
may be on |leadership or any other aspect of need among apeople. The
chronological presentation preservesthe organization and makesit easier
toincludenew storiesby referring towherethey fitin. Their objectiveisto
givethe peopleaBibleintheir heartsthey can remember, liveby and share
withothers.

TheBiblestoriesare presented during storying sessions.

Therearefour typical partstoeach storying session. Followingis
anidedlized storying sessionwith suggested parts. How each partiscon-
ducted must be determined by the storyer and their knowledge of the
people.

Typicaly the Biblestorying sessonisNOT aworship service but ateach-
ingtime. If prayerisused keepit brief and directed to God'sblessing His
Word and opening the peopl€ sheartsto understanding it. Resist efforts
of thosewith knowledge of Christian worshiptoforceit into aworship
service. Later, when there hasbeen positiveresponseto the Gospel ele-
ments of worship may beintroduced asthereisnow reason to worship
because of forgiveness of sin and the new relationship to God through
Jesus.

1. Prestorydialogue:
1.1 Introductory greeting according to local culture and social
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practice.

1.2  Inquireabout recent eventsin the community. Look for tie-in
to recent lesson topicsand current lesson.

1.3 Recall/review previousstoriesand the biblical truthsinthem
with special attention to those relating to the current lesson
theme.

14  Askquestionstobuild anticipation, to arousecuriosity. Atthis
point thereareno “right or wrong” answers, but do notewhat
issaid and pick up onitinthe post-story time. These ques-
tionsarelikeaddingalittle“ salt” to makethe people“thirsty”
for the story.

15 Reviewany“bridging’ or“linking” storiesnecessary to set the
stagefororto getintothecurrent story. (Ex: Moses killing
the Egyptian causeshimto leave Egypt and livein the desert
wherehe meetsGod.)

1.6 If applicable, giveaListening Task—tolistenfor certainthings
inthe story to promote an active participation and arouseinter-
edt. Itis"playingthegame.”

2. ReadfromtheBible

2.1 Pick uptheBibleand holditinyour hand (or however aholy
book isheld).

2.2 Readfromtheapart of the story to “anchor” the story inthe
Bible

2.3 Continueto holdthe Bibleafter finishing thereading.

. Tell thestory:

3.1 Tdl thestory. Holding the open Biblesignadsthestory iscoming
fromtheBible.

3.2 Tell thestory asastory and not as a description of what God
and the peopledid and said.

3.3 Usesummary statements asneeded to bridgetimegapsandto
link episodes.

3.4 Tell the story accurately but interestingly, preserving the
biblica rhythm.

3.5 Attheend of the story—STOP! (Know where and how you
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aregoingto stop.) Put downtheBible.

4. Leadlistenerstodiscover thetruthsinthestory:

4.1 Ask someoneto retell the story in their own words. (If you
get apoor or inaccurateretelling, ask if someone elsewould
liketotell thestory. Keepfishing until you get agood retelling.
If not, thenretell it again yourself. Tell thelisteners perhaps
they wouldliketo hear it again.)

4.2 LetthelistenersrespondtotheListening Task if used. (Fish
for agood answer.)

4.3 Continue the Discovery Time with easy self-evident
guestions and move to ones that provoke thought. From
these moveto questionsthat have apersonal application.

4.4 Wheretheregppearsto beuncertainty inanswering, probetact-
fully withmore questions. Fedl freetoretell thestory if neces-
sary or to review portions of the story if that isacceptableto
them.

4.5 Handeincorrect ansversinaculturdly sengtivemanner. (Thank
you, would someoneelseliketo answer.)

4.6 Don't entertain questions about yet-to-be-revealed truth.
(Visiting Christians can really pose a problem here. Tell
themyou haven’t yet cometo that part of the story. Whenyou
dothey will get their answer.)

4.7 Defer answering questionsyou don’t know the answersto—
you will look in God's Word for an answer. (Probably you
would know theanswer. Thismode sfor thoseyou aretraining
not to“wingit” if they don’t know. Defer answering until they
havelookedin God sWord or asked someonewho doesknow.)

4.8 Besendtivefor theappropriatetimeto stop the session.

4.9 Useamemory verse to sum up the lesson and to give the
listenersaverseto hidein their hearts.

4.10 Tell them astory about yourself, your family or your people.

Remember thisisonly asuggested ideal story session. Wherethere
Ishostility or suspicion it may only be possibleto ask afew rhetorical
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questionsand thentell the story without any discussion, trusting the power
of theWord to begin changing attitudes. Astrust growsand listenersdo
ask questions, answer them by referring to the stories—the story answers
the question. Intimethere may be opennessfor amoretypical teaching
sesson.

A review of theplanning processfor chronological Biblestorying.—
Hereisareview of thebasic suggested stepsfor preparingtoengage
your peopleby storyingtheBible:

1

Congider theBasicBiblical Truthsfor Salvation. Bevery sure
inyour own mind what the Bibleteachesabout sin, forgivenessand
salvation. Go over thelist of Bibletruthsand reword them asyour
own.

Examine your people sworldview keepingin mind that you
arelooking for any barriersto the Gospel. There are many
interesting thingsto know about apeople—What do you NEED to
know before beginning to witnessto say theright thing and to keep
from saying thewrong thing? Makealist of mgor barriersand any
helpful bridges.

Writeout somecriteria(or objectives) whichwill guideyouin
sdlecting storiesand i dentifying themesin the storiesfor emphasisin
teaching.

Select your storiesbeginning with amode story list or Core
Story List and changingit tofit your teaching objectives. Re-
member to keep themin obviouschronological order.

Adjust your story list tofit thetimeframewhen you can meet with
the people. Do you needto cut it short because of planting season,
rainy seasonwhen theroadsareimpassable? Other factorsincluding
your own schedule.

Prepareyour storiesfirst fromthe Bible and then develop alesson
around them to highlight the story and draw out itsmessageto the
listeners.
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7. Testyour storiesonafriendly informant or asmall group you know
well. Makenecessary cultura adjustmentsand otherseditsasneeded
for clarity.

8. Makearrangementswith proper authoritiesfor teachingintheir
jurisdiction. Select aplace accessibleto thewholecommunity unless
thereissomereason not to. Remember, thegoal istoinvolvethe
wholecommunity if possible.

9. Beginyour teachingand makeany adjustmentstothestory list
and lessonsas experiencewarrants.

10. Begin training an assistant. someonee sein beginning their story-
Ing sessions.

11. Keep adiary or good noteswhichmay help

12. Think about what you aredoing and why so that you cantrain
otherstoteach by storying.
Some Bible story themeswhich have been helpful:

TheL iving God—Hindusand idol worshipers

TheWay to Lifeand Heaven—Buddhists

The Suffering Ser vant—for thosewho live under persecution,
thresat, or natural disasters.

TheHonor of God and M an—exploring theissue of honor as
God honored man and man isto honor God just as Jesus honored the
Father.

Storiesof theProphets—primarily for Mudims

God and Woman—focusing on theworldview of womenwhere
itisggnificantly different than that of men.

TheTrueHigh Priest—the need for areliableintercessor that
only God could provide.

TheEmmausRoad—while developed for Mudimsfocuseson
why the Christ had to suffer and die.

Peacewith God—speaking to Hindus and those burdened with
thebrokenreationshipduetosin.

The Family of God—focusing ontheloss of relationship with
God through sin and the restored rel ationship when thereisrepentance,
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forgivenessof sinand savation

(deliverance).
The value of a theme isthat it helpsin the development of lesson
themes and teaching activities and questions.

A special application of Bible storying useful for a variety of
pur poses Tracking the Gospel—is Fast What isit?

Fast-tracking the Gospel istelling the Bible stories in a continuous
sequencefrom somebeginning point (typically Creetion) through the story
of Jesus. It canbedoneinvaryingamountsof timefrom an hour to severa
days depending on how many stories are used and how much detail is
kept ineach story. In Fast-tracking the storyer does not stop to conduct
atypica teaching sessonwith didogue and questions. Instead theimpact
Isbrought through the continuing storieswhich flow from oneto the next.
Itisrealized that thelisteners cannot remember all they are hearing, but
they do get thedrift and they do get an excellent panoramaof the Bible
story which letsthem seewhereit isheaded.

How isFast-tracking helpful? First, it can beused to test for inter-
est and potential responsetot he Gospel. 1t movesquickly and doesnot
givetimefor hardening against any onestory toredly setin. If well done
thelistenersareusuadly willing to stay tuned evenif they do not agreewith
what they arehearing or if itischalenging their beliefs. If thelistenersare
moved by thestoriesor interested to hear more, then arrangefor anormal
sorying strategy.

Second, Fast-tracking ishelpful for testing worldview assumptions
when putting together amodel set of stories. It kegpsonefrom havingto
use many weeks or monthsinworking through aset of storiesto seeif
they arehitting home.

Third, Fast-tracking over aday or severa dayscan be used with people
who areinaccessiblefor longer periodsof timefor whatever circumstances.

Fourth, Fast-tracking can be used to redeem the timeif asked to spend
sometimeinacommunity following someministry activity. Onetypical
exampleisto story whilewaiting for food to be cooked and served when
asked to stay for amed after praying for afamily or community members.
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Alwaysusethe opportunity to tell the peoplethat someone could come
and tell more of the stories so they could understand them better. The
peoplegeneraly liketo hear the storiesrepeated so they

canrelax and hear them better.

Fifth, Fast-tracking the Old Testament isan excellent way to prepare
apeopleto view the JesusFilm. Even better isto Fast-track oninto the
Luke storiesfollowing the Jesus Film storyline so they are prepared to
hear and understand thefilm better.

And sixth, Fast-tracking in amodified short session can be used bed-
sideinahospita or shared whiletraveling, or usedinahomevisit.

Using Bible pictures when storying—The old adage says that a
good pictureisworth athousand words. Thisistrueuptoapoint. Pic-
tureshavetheir advantagesand their disadvantages. A good set of Bible
teaching picturescan beagreat asset intelling Biblestoriesand in quaify-
ing someonewho may not be accepted otherwi se asateacher except that
the person possesses pictures (and hopefully agood working knowledge
of thestories).

Advantages:

Pictureshdpto darify story settings, relationshipsand any activi-
tiesnot common known tothelisteners. (Altarsand sacrifice, thetaber-
nacle, anointing, thecrucifixion)

Picturesarevery hepful inreviewing earlier doriesasthevisua is
associated withthe story and triggerstherecall.

Picturesmay help to preserve the flow of the story asthey are
displayedinasequence.

Picturesmay helptoillustratethemaintruthinastory or climax of
thestory.

Pictures may give courage (and focus) to an otherwisefearful
beginning oryer.

Contextualized pictures may ease some culture shock in present-
ingthegtories.

Many pictures have powerful emotional content in certain
cultures—prodigal son at thefather’sfeet, woman wiping feet of Jesus
withher hair.

Pictures, especially color pictures, are necessary toillustrate cer-
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tain story itemslike shed blood inthe OT sacrificesand of Christ onthe
Cross.

Disadvantages:

Cogt and availability.

Introduction of picturesmay say to new storyersthat one must
havepicturesinorder totell thestories. (Think beforeyou leap!)

May introduce things in the pictures that are culturally
inappropriate—l ength of women’sclothing, Jesusand Samaritan woman
aloneat thewell, etc.

May focusonwrongingtant of the story—Noah and sonsbuilding
theark, etc.

If produced by non-evangelicalsmay pictureinaccurate obser-
vance of baptism.

Wear out from constant use and poor storage and transport con-
ditions, needing periodic replacement.

Picturesof prophetsare generally unacceptableto conservative
Mudims.

Contextualized picturesmay ease culture shock by identifying with
clothing, race and featuresbut are historically inaccurate. (Itisatoss-up
between accuracy and effectivenessin teaching thelesson point.)
Always test pictures before using them to determine which ones
are unacceptable and which ones do not communicate well.
Training of Biblestoryingworkersisessentid. Biblegtoriesarethemselves
agood source of teaching good |eadership principlesand contrasting with
poor leadership principles. Practice makesperfect. Every Biblestoryer
will havetheir own style. It takesalot of timeand perseveranceto become
proficient at storying without having to rely constantly upon notes. Itis
worththeeffort. The FIRST PERSON whowill bechanged by thestories
iIsYOU thestoryer. God’'sWord will never again bethe samefor you.
Youwill LIVEthegtories. Youwill makemistakes, weall do. Remember,
even achild cantell astory and so canyou. Thestoriesyoutell arefor
adultswith adult themesand will hel p to determinewherethelistenerswill

spend eternity.

ThereareBiblesoryingtrainerslikemysdf who areavailableto give counsdl
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astimepermitsand givedirection for helping to develop an effective Bible
storying strategy. May God blessyouasyou TELL THE STORY.

J.O.Terry, 2MarineVista, #20-75 Neptune Court, Republic of
Singapor e 449026

Or: International Mission Board/SBC Box 6767 Richmond,
Va. 23230

XII. BIBLE STORYTELLING
by Jackson Day

Bible storiesincludethe historical accountsnarrated inthe Bibleand
the parablestold by Jesus. Storiesarethe most common typeof literature
inthe Bible. Of thethirty-nine Old Testament books, thirty-four contain
stories of events. Thefollowing Old Testament books primarily contain
historical stories: Genesis, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, | and 11 Samud!, | and |1
Kings, | and Il Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel, Jonah and
Haggai. Large portionsof Exodus, Numbers, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekid contain historicd stories. Thetwenty-seven New Testament books
contain amixture of sories, teachings, exhortations, discourses, warnings
and prophecies. Each New Testament book containsstories. Thegreatest
portions of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, L uke and John are historical
stories, dmogt dl of Actsisnarrative. Biblestoriesare God'smajor tools
Use Bible Stories with those who are predisposed to regect Bible
teaching

Storiesarethe best approach to modify the viewpointsto those who
arepredigposed torgect Bibleteaching. Biblestorytellingmay gainahearing
with peoplegroupswho are hostileto adirect confrontation of the gospel
truths. A child named Billy couldn’t swallow apill. No matter what his
mother tried, it wouldn’t go down. Threats of spankingsor promises of
candy made no difference; the pill alwaysended up right onthetip of his
raisin open, inserted the pill and gaveit to Billy. Hewasableto swallow
theraisnwithitshidden pill, but wasnever ableto swallow the pill alone,
eventhough aoneitwasmuch smaler. Biblestoriesareexcdlent raisinsto
wrap truthsinthat are hard to swallow. Wherefronta attack would cer-

4| n@ﬁ%qlpqmmgsardsi nwhich containsthetruth thatishard to
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swalow.

Biblestoriesare helpful to gainlistenersamong those disinterested in
the gospel. Some have no desire to hear the gospel because they are
indifferent, not becausethey arehogtile. They seek entertainment, but have
no interest in God'’ struths. One may need to entertain them with Bible
storiesto draw them to be present to hear God’sWord. The Bible story
becomesadédiciousraisin. Whileswallowing the story, God' struth may
transformthelistener who cameonly to be entertained.

UseBiblestoriesinastoryingtrack, inaseries, or asasolitary story
Inastoryingtrack

One of the best methodsto teach divinetruthsisto follow the histori-
cal order. God progressively reveal ed the Scriptureswithin the structure
and context of history. The Bible hasahistorical sequenceandit will be
transmitted with greater clarity whenitispresented followingitshistorica
order of Genesisthrough Revelation. A storying track beginswiththecre-
ationin Genesis, continuesthrough the Old Testament, treatsthelife, deeth,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, continuesthrough the book of Acts,
placesthe Epistlesintheir chronological order within Acts, and finishes
with storiesrelated to theend times.

A Storying Track ishighly effectivein evangdlizing thosewithlittle
biblical knowledge. Narrate selected Old Testament storiesthat empha-
sizethecharacter of God and the sinful nature of man. Then present New
Testament storiesfrom the gospel s about thelife of Jesus, people who
followed Him, Hiscrucifixion and resurrection. Concludewith storiesfrom
Actsabout those who were converted.

TheMultiple Storying Track isaplanfor agroup of storiesto be
told and retold to the same group of listenersfor different purposes. Itis
cyclicinthat some narratives are repeated more than one time. Each
storytelling cyclehasitsown distinct purpose. Storiesemphasizedin each
of thetracks are chosen to meet the needs of thelistenerswhose spiritual
condition placesthemwiththat track. The Multiple Storytelling Track de-
velopsseverd tracks. | emphasizethree: the Evangdlistic Storytelling Track,
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the Discipling Storytelling Track and the L eedership Equipping Storytdlling
Track. Multiple Storytelling Track plansare usualy used with pre-literate
tribal people or people groupsthat are hostileto Christianity. However,
thereareother possibilitiesfor Multiple Storytelling Tracks.

TheSingle Storying Track presentsonetimeagroup of Biblesto-
riesin chronological order. With each story, truths are emphasi zed that
connect withthe needsof thelisteners. The Single Storying Track isuseful
when evangelizing and teaching peopl e groupswho have awritten lan-
guageand arefamiliar with Chridtianity.

In aseriesof studiesor sermons

Thereare many possibilitiesto useBiblestoriesinaseries. For

exanple

— principa charactersin Genesis,

— miraclesinthe Old Testament;

— great prophets;

— parables of Jesus,

— miraclesof Jesus,

— peoplewho talked alonewith Jesus,

— people praised by Jesus,

— eventsinthelifeof theearly church;

— eventsinthelifeof Paul.

Asasolitary story

Solitary Storying isolates anarrative to be presented to a specific
group for aspecific occasion. Solitary StoryingtellsaBiblenarrativethat
isnot part of aStorying Track or series; it standsaone.

A solitary story can take advantage of situationssuch as: afuneral, a
wedding, aninvitationto visit the sick, abirthday party, an anniversary
celebration. Tell oneor two storiesthat are appropriatein the situation.
For example:

— A young pastor was asked to speak at thefuneral of an elderly lady.
Hetold thestory of Peter resurrecting Dorcasand stated: “ Asthewidow
ladies showed Peter the clothes Dorcas had made; weare hereto remem-
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ber the deeds of Mrs. Bradford. Peter restored Dorcasto lifeand weare
comforted during our grief because Mrs. Bradford' sfaith in Jesuswill
resultin her resurrectionto enjoy anew life’.

A solitary Bible story can be used to resolve aspecific question or
spiritua need. For example:
— A listener believesthat acriminal may not be saved. The storyteller
could usethe storiesof thethief converted whileon thecrossor of Saul’s
conversionto explain that Jesus cameto seek and saveeven criminals.
— A new believer returnsto drinking and getsdrunk. Some church mem-
bersdon’t want to give the backdider another chance. Thestory of Jesus
encounter with Peter after hisbetraya could beapplied.

HOW TOANALYZE A BIBLE STORY

Before becoming an effective storyteller, or preacher-teacher who
uses storytelling, one must becomeastory-anayst. Thefollowing steps
explain how to analyze aBible story. Read, reread and read the story
again and again. Read thebiblical passagethat containsthe chosen Bible
story several times. Itishelpful to read the same passage, using different
trandationsof theBible.

I dentify thestructureof thestory

Thetypical story adherestothefollowing structure:
—theinitid sequenceinwhichaproblemor needisset up, crested
or identified.
— the episode sequence in which the story develops with its
pattern of problem, conflictsand aborted attempts at resol ution.
— the climax sequence in which the outcome of the story is
reached.

Stepstoidentify thestructureof thestory

1. Consider the context of the Bible story
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The context cons dersthe background of the story: whotold the story,
what wasthe historica setting for the story, and what episodestook place
beforehand that influenced the narrative. Consider what the context (Bible
passage before and after thetext with the story) reveal sabout the histori-
cal circumstancesand the purposetothestory.

2. Determinethekey person or persons

| dentify the key person or personsinthestory. Determinewhoisthe
chief character inthe narrative. Some narratives only have onechief char-
acter; in othersmorethan one person standsout.

3. Determinethekey location

I dentify the principal location where the eventstook place. In some
narrativesitisessentid toidentify thelocation wheretheeventstook place
If thestory isto beclearly understood. In othersitisnot.

4. Determinekey repetitions

Words, themes, facts or ideas often tie eventsin a Bible story to-
gether that arerepeated either exactly or with minor variations. Repeti-
tionsaremadein biblical storiesin order to emphasizetruths, to build a
climax or to expressstrong emotions. Sincerepetitionisdone purposdly, it
isimportant to determineif thereisrepetition.

For example: Inthe story of Joseph in Potiphar’ shouse, thereisrepetition
of thefacts:
p the Lord waswith Joseph (Gn. 39:2, 21, 23);
b Joseph wasthe overseer of all in Potiphar’shouse (Gn. 39:4, 6, 8, 9);
b Potiphar’ swifeinvited himto liewith her (Gn. 39:7, 10, 12).

5. Determinethekey attitudesexpressed in the story

Stories express attitudes and emotions. A story may expressaposi-
tive or negative attitude. Resignation, cynicism, hostility, shock, horror,
sorrow, pain, love, joy, surprise and wonder are some of the attitudes
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expressed through stories. The storyteller needsto expressthe same atti-
tudes asthose expressed inthe Bible. He needsto help hislistenersfee
the same emotionsasthose expressed inthe Bible story.

6. Determinethekey problem.

Storiesbeginwith aproblem or need which intensifieswith aseries
of episodesuntil aclimax isreached. The beginning episodesof aBible
story usudly createor identify the problem that isthe key to understanding
thestory. Examplesof of problemsfound in Bible stories. enemies, oppo-
stion, conflict, oppression, contradiction, danger, unmet need, morethan
one seeking agoal that can be obtained only by one, and God'swill in
conflict with man’sdesires. One needsto determinethe main problemor
need presented at the beginning of the story.

7. ldentify thereferenceepisodesin their chronological order.

Biblestoriesarearranged in aseries of episodes. Oneneedsto iden-
tify the series of episodesfrom the beginning until the end of the story.
Stories begin with aproblem or need which intensifieswith aseriesof
episodesuntil aclimax isreached. The story developswith its pattern of
problems, conflictsand aborted attemptsat resolution until thereisafinal
result. Each event that complicatesthe problem or each attempt at finding
aresolutionisan episodewithin the story. Some storiesare complex with
subdivisionsthat contain plotswithin plots. There are many twistsand
turnsof the plot of themore complex story. Each subdivision; plot, plan,
turn of eventsor new devel opment, isan episode within the story. Ob-
servethereference episodesintheorder narrated.

After determining the key problem, note the sequence of eventsuntil
thestory reachesaclimax.

8. Discover theclimax of thestory.

Storiesbeginwith aproblem or need which intensifieswith aseriesof
episodesuntil aclimax isreached. Thereisaconnection betweenthekey
problem presented at the beginning of the story and theclimax. Thereisa
pattern of problems, conflictsand aborted attemptsat resol ution until there
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iIsafinal result, whether sad or glad. Some stories end with apositive
climax, othersanegative. Discover what happened asaresult of the char-
acter seeking to solvethe problem or satisfy the need that wasthe basisof
thestory.

Discover lessons expressed by the story

Discover important lessons or truths taught by the story and write
them down.
Seek the obviouslessons. Try to extract al the obviouslessonstaught by
thestory.

Underline or otherwise mark lessonsthat are most important to com-
municateto one’' sstudentsor listeners. One can discover many important
lessonsinany Biblestory. Itisimpossibleto usedl of theminonesermon
or Bible study. Select and mark thoseto be used.

EXAMPLE ANALYSISOF A BIBLE STORY

STORY: Joseph’s Temptation
TEXT: Gn.39:1-23
STRUCTURE:
CONTEXT:
Joseph’s brothers sold him to slave merchants (Gn. 37). Joseph was
taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar, an Egyptian officer who wascaptain
of Pharaoh’sbody guard (Gn. 39:1).

K ey person: Joseph

K ey location: Egypt, Potiphar’shome

Key repetitions:

— “TheLordwaswith Joseph” (39:2, 3, 21, 23).

— Potiphar put Joseph in charge of everything he owned (39:4, 5, 6, and
8).

— Potiphar’ swifeinvited Joseph to lay with her (39:7, 10, 12).

— Potiphar’ swife accused Joseph of trying to have sex with her to the

122



Thomas Wade Akins
servants (39:14-15) and to hismaster (39:17-18).

Key attitudes:
- Hopeinthemist of despair isexpressed:
> Joseph, the slave, becomesablessing (39:1-5).
> Josephistempted but resists (39:9-12).
> Josephisfalsaly accused but prospersin prison (39:14-23).
Potiphar’swife desiresfor Joseph to go to bed with her (39:7-11).
Joseph declines sexual temptation (39:8-12).
Potiphar burned with anger when he heard hiswife' saccusation against
Joseph (39:19).

K ey problem: Potiphar’swifeinvites Joseph to go to bed with her.

Referenceepisodesin their chronological order:

— Joseph wastaken to Egypt and bought by Potiphar (39:1).

— TheLord waswith Joseph (39:2).

— Joseph gained Potiphar’ sfavor and becamethe overseer of dl heowned

(39:4-6).

— Josegphwas handsome, and hismaster’ swifeinvited Joseph: “Cometo

bedwithme!” (39:7).

— Josephrefused: “My master hasentrusted everything in the houseto

my care.

Everything he ownshehasentrusted to my care. My master haswithheld

nothing from me except you, becauseyou arehiswife. How thencould|

do suchawicked thing and sin against God?’ (39:8-9).

— She spoke to Joseph day after day, but he refused to go to bed with

her or even to bewith her (39:10).

— Oneday when Joseph wasa onein the house with her, she caught him

by hisgarment. Heleft hisgarment in her hand and fled (39:11-12).

— Thewoman called her household servantsand said: “ThisHebrew

camein hereto degpwithme, but | screamed. When he heard me scream

for help, heleft hiscloak besidemeand ran out of thehouse” (39:13-19).
When Potiphar returned home shetold him, “ That Hebrew slaveyou

brought us came to make sport of me. When | screamed for help, heleft
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hiscloak and ran out of the house” (39:17-18).

— Potiphar burned with anger and put Joseph into thejail withtheking's
prisoners(39:19-20).

— Inprison, the Lord waswith Joseph (39:21).

Climax:
Joseph was put in prison but God waswith him (39:20-21).

LESSONSTAUGHT BY THE STORY:

1. Theonewho serves God may suffer injustice. Josephwassoldinto
davery (39:1) and later jail ed because of fal se accusations (39:20).

2. Godisawayspresent with thosewho arefaithful to Him. God was
with Joseph (39:2, 21, 23// Ps. 46:1-2).

3. Whenthosewho do not believein God areawarethat Godisblessing
Hisservant, that servant isgiving agood witness. Potiphar saw that God
waswith Joseph (39:3).

4. Those who do not serve God may become blessed because of
thelr relationship with abeliever in God. The L ord blessed Potiphar be-
cause of Joseph (39:5).

5. Theonewho serves God is subject to strong temptation. Seven-
teen year old Joseph wastempted to have sex with hismaster’ swife (39:7,
10-12).

6. A person may become blind to moral values. Potiphar’ swifewas
blind to theimportance of mora valuesinthehome (39:7).

7. Bélief inGod givesonereason to resist temptation. Joseph’sbelief
in God gave him the conviction that betraying hismaster would beasin
(39:9).

8. Wrong doneto afellow human beingissin against God. Joseph
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realized that to betray hismaster would beto sin against God (39:9).

9. The one who tempts others to sin may resent the person who
resiststemptation. Potiphar’swifetempted Joseph to have sex with her,
then sought revenge againgt himwhen herefused (39:13-19).

10. The personwho yieldsto temptation placesthe blame on others.
Potiphar’swifedid not assume her responsibility for attempting to seduce
Joseph and used the garment heleft when fleeing to falsely accusehim
(39:13-14).

11. God'sservantsliveinacorrupt world and may suffer injusticeasa
consequence of doing what isright. When Joseph resisted sexua tempta-
tions, hewasfa sely accused and jailed (39:20).

12. God ispresent with His servant who suffersinjustice. God was
with Joseph (39:2-5, 23).

METHODSOF COMMUNICATING BY MEANSOFBIBLE
STORIES

Different methods can be used to communicate Bible stories. In some
settingsthe story istold, and that isall; in othersthe story isutilized asa
teaching or preaching tool. Thefollowing mentionssomeof theprinciple
methods used.

Storying

The pure Storying approach tellsthe Bible story, being faithful to bibli-
ca facts. Whenthestory isfinished, the storyteller isfinished. The story-
teller avoidsdistorting any factsrecorded in the Bible, however hetakes
theliberty to usehisownwords, and briefly explainsfactsunfamiliar tohis
listeners.

Thismethod usually tellsthe narrativesin chronological order, telling
onestory or acluster of storiesat atime. The phrase StoryingtheBibleis
commonamong storytdlerswho follow the chronol ogicd order, beginning
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with the creationin Genesis, continuing though selective storiesinthe Old
Testament, thentelling storiesabout thebirth, live, death, resurrectionand
ascension of Jesus, and concluding with storiesfrom the book of Acts.
Thestoryteller followsthe historica sequenceand seeksto preserveeach
story asrecorded inthe Bible.

When used in the worship service asthe sermon, the sermon begins
wherethe story beginsand endswherethe story ends. The sermonisthe
telling of the Bible story!

Storyingwith Dialogue

Thenarrator who uses Storying with Dialoguetellsthe Bible story, then
discussesit with hislisteners. The storyteller may ask afew questionsand
encourage hislistenersto discussthe story, but the discussion isopen-
ended and isallowed to takethe direction thelistenersdesire. Storying
with Dialogueiswiddy used with missionariesministering totriba people
without awritten language who havelittle or no knowledge of biblical
teachings. Also, itisthe most effective method of gaining an audience
among peoplegroupshogtiletoward Chrigtianity. Thestoryteller may over
aperiod of timetell aBible story aweek, or hemay tell the Biblestoriesin
one setting, taking severa hoursor severd days. After thestoriesaretold,
thelistenersdiscussthem.

Storyingwith Teaching (Narrative Teaching)

The Storying with Teaching approach may also be called Narrative
Teaching. Theteacher narratesthe story and then teachestruths extracted
formit. Thestory isthetext for thelesson plan. The Biblenarrativeisthe
main thing but it isframed with teaching emphasis. | emphasize two pri-
mary methodsthat may be used for Narrative Teaching.

In Narrative Teaching with Questions, the teacher tellsthe Bible story
and then asksquestionsdesigned to hel p listenersdiscover truthsfromthe
narrative. The storyteller doesnot explain the story nor explain truthshe
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discoveredinthe story. He asks questionsthat guidethelistenersto dis-
cover biblical truthsfor themselves.

Thereisadifference between Storying with Dialogue and Narrative
Teaching with Questions. When using Storying with Did ogue, thediscus-
sionisopen ended and listeners may takethe discussionin any direction
they desire. Theonewho uses
Narrative Teaching with Questions sel ectstruthsrevealed inthe story and
asks questionsthat help the students discover those lessons for them-
selves. He guidesthe discussion toward thoselessonshedesiresto dis-
CUSS.

Theonewho uses Narrative Teaching with aL esson Plan selectsles-
sonsdiscovered inthe story, citesthe selected |essons, explainsthem, and
guidesdiscussion by asking questions about the narrative and the chosen
lessons.

Storyingwith Preaching (Narrative Preaching)

Storying may be coupled with preaching. The Storying with Preaching
approach may a so becalled Narrative Preaching. The storyteller tellsthe
story and then usesthe story asabasisfor preaching. Thestory isthetext
for thesermon. TheBiblenarraiveisthemainthing butitisframedwitha
sermon and application. | emphas zetwo basic methodsthat may be used
for Narrative Preaching.

The storyteller-preacher who uses Storying with Preaching after the
Story, tellsthe Bible story that isthetext to hissermon and then develops
thelessonsdiscoveredinthestory asthe pointsof hissermon. Thepreaching
applicationisdeayed until after thetelling of the story.

The storyteller-preacher who uses Storying with Preaching I nserted
narrates the Bible story; when he comes to an episode that inspires a
lesson, he stopsstorytelling, insertshislesson and devel opsit asasermon
point. Afterwards he continues storytelling until he reachesanother epi-
sodethat inspiresalesson hewishesto develop. He continues narrating
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and inserting lessonstransformed into sermon pointsuntil the story isfin-
ished.

CONCLUSION

Bible stories communicate God’'s messages. It iseasier to study and
interpret correctly aBiblestory than adoctrinal text such asPaul’sletters.
Theeasiest sermon or Bible study to prepare hasasitstext aBiblestory.
Therearelessdangersfor the new leader to misinterpret the Bibleand fall
into error when he uses Bible stories. Everyonelovesastory. Conse-
quently thelistenersor studentswill pay attention, theWord of God will be
transmitted and understood, and liveswill betransformed.

The storyteller can trust Bible storiesto produce fruits beyond his
expectations. One can never predict theresultsof awell-told story, but
the storyteller should expect theresultsto surprisshimwithjoy. A Bible
story iscomparableto the seedsof Jesus' parablesthat grow intheir own
manner and produce fruitsbeyond what isexpected. A Well-told story
will producefruit. Trust thestory! Tell thestory! Teach the story! Preach
thestory!

Pastor Jackson Day is a recognized specialist in Biblical
Storytelling. Heand hiswife, Doris, aremissionariesin Brazil and
havedeveloped many materialsfor Storying. You may contact him
at thefollowing address: Jackson Day, IMB/SBC Box 6767 Rich-
mond, Va. 23230 USA.

XIIl. THE PIONEER AND THE STEPS OF THE

PIONEER EVANGELISM METHOD

Itisvery important that each pioneer clearly understandsthe steps
of the Pioneer Evangelism Method. Let uscarefully observethesesteps.
Thisbook will explainin detail each oneseparately.

IMPORTANT: Itisvery important that you under stand about the
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materialsused in thisprogram and thereferencestothem usedin
thistrainingmanual. Any good evangdlistic follow-up and disciple-
ship material will work. Theperson presenting thegospd and do-
ingthefollow-up work ismor eimportant than thematerials.

Thefollowing materialshave been used:

- Gospel Tract: “How to Have Eternal Life” by Wade Akins.

- BasacEvangdigticBible Studies “ Good NewsFrom God” studies
by Waylon Maoore.

. BasicEvangdlistic Bible Studies: “Good NewsFor You” by Dr.
CharlesBrock.

. Basic Evangdistic Bible Stories: “Good Newsof Jesus’ stories
by Christy A. Brawner. Excellent for non-readers.

- Simplified Evangdigtic Studies. “New Life” by Wade Akins. For
peoplewho are not good readers. These studieshavethe same
information asthe gospel tract above, but havebeendividedinto
sevenlessons. Excellent for non-readers.

- Immediate Follow-up Shest: “ Six Truthsfor New Converts’ by
Wade Akins. To be done within 48 hours after the person’s
conversion.

. Discipleship Biblestudies. “I'maNew Christian, What Now?’
by Dr. CharlesBrock.

. DiscipleshipBiblestories: “BeginningaNew Lifein Christ” by
Christy A. Brawner. Excellent for non-readers.

Asyou study through thismanual you will notereferencesto
thesematerials. However, you can use other materialsif you desire. For
the purposeof thistrainingwemakereferencetothe“How toHave Eternd
Life’ gospd tract. Other examplesof the sametype of materid are“The
Four Spiritua Laws’, by Campus Crusadefor Christ; and* Stepsto Peace
with God”, by Billy Graham. You may usethegospd tract of your choice
every timeyou seeareferenceto theoneprovided inthisbook. Thesame
principleisapplicableto any of the other materialslisted above.
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10.

Theprocessof the Pioneer Evangelism method:

L earn about the city inwhich you plantowork. Pick out theloca
tionswhereyouwould liketo start your cell groupsand beginto
make contacts.

Start Bible studiesin homesusing any of the Good News studiesor
stories seriesor New Life series. You are not confined to these
choices, useany evangelistic Bible Study you prefer. Remember to
usetheindirect method.

Teachthenew “ Chrigtiansthe Six Truthsfor theNew Christian” by
Pr. ThomasWade Akins, or any other study designed for immediate
follow-up of conversions. Usetheindirect method. Thisstudy
should bedoneinthefirst forty-eight hoursfollowing conversion.
Beginworship services.

Start discipleship groups using the Follow-up studies. Remember
to aways use the indirect method.

Baptizethe new converts.

Trainlocd leadersusing“ Discipleshipfor Locd Leaders’ by Waylon
Mooreand Pr. Thomas Wade Akins (thisisfound in the appendix
section). Traintheseleadersto executethevariousministriesof the
church such aspreaching, teaching, working with children, etc.
Lettheloca leaderslead new Evangdigtic Bible Studiesgroupsand
the Follow-up material, aswell aspreach totheir people, etc.
Assisttheloca churchinfinding an adequate mesting place; home,
storefront, etc. If thisrequirespaying rent or any cost thelocal
churchwill beresponsiblefor these expenses.
Organizethechurch. Innationswherethereisreligiousfreedom
this can be done. However, thisisextra-biblical and does not
haveto bedoneinany officia manner unlessculture, aloca church,
association or convention or union requiresthisto bedone.
Thesearethegenera steps. Wewill present these stepsto afuller
extent later on in the section of thismanual titted THE PLAN—
THE STRATEGY.
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THE PLAN

PHASEI inchurch plantingisto gofromground zero to the point you will
beginto structurethechurch. PHASE 11 you will structurethe new work.
Therearemany model sof structuring the new church but wearegoingto
mention only four. Thischapter also presentsaplanfor PHASEI.

1. THE TRADITIONAL CHURCH

Thismode isprogramed based. Thiswill have often have programssuch
asSunday School. TheseareextraBiblical. Thereisastrongemphasis
on having abuilding and ismostly controled by the pastor and/or strong
group of eldersor deacons.

2. THESATELLITECHURCH

Thismodel iswidely by sponsoring mother churchesinwhichthey will
haveanumber of missonsand/or congregations. Themoather or soonsoring
church will control these missions and/or congregations. Each of the
congregationswill haveworship, Bible study, fellowhip etc. in homes,
storefronts, or asamll chapel. Yet, they are still members of the mother
church. Oftenthetithesand offeringsare sent back to themother church.
Themajor problemisthat many of these satellite congregationsdo NOT
have the philosophy of reproducing themselves until they become an
organized mother church herself. In many cases, the requirementsto
organize isthat she must have land, building and an ordained pastor.
However, theseare man created requirements and do not comefrom God.

3. THECELL CHURCH

Thismodd iswhen themother churchwill have cellsthat meet in homes,
storefronts, officesetc. These cellsare organized on geographical or ona
homogeneous unit basissuch asyouth cells, women’s cells, men'scells,
etc. Theemphasisinthecell meetingsiscommunity and body life, pasto-
ral and member care and accountabilty. The often do the Communion
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serviceinthecell and can even do baptismsonthecell level. Eachcell is
led by alaymanwho will preform the ordiances. Eachweek dl thecells
gather for againt Celebration service.

4. THE POUCH CHURCH

Thismode wasdevel oped by missionary Curtis Sargaent. Small
churchesare startedinhomesof new believers. They are ALL lay led
and grow to the size of about fifteen people and then they multiply.
Each unitisaseperateloca independent church. POUCH means:
P=Participating—all membersparticipateinthe Bible studies, worship
and body life.

O=0Obedience—thisisthe stardard of measurement for sucessand not
how largeit grows.

U=Unpaid leader s—all leadersand pastorsarelay people.
C=Cédls—they meetinsmall groups

H=House----worship servicesin housesor storefronts.
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THE PIONEER EVANGELISM CYCLES

CYCLE 1

PEL

Forms
Evangelism — Discipleship
Team of Pioneers

rvey
And/or
Cont

Good Good Good Good
News News News News
Group Group Group Group
Cel ebration
And
Discipleship
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CYCLE 2

PEL

Forms Second
Evangelism — Discipleship
Team from New Converts

of the first cycle

Survey
And/or
Contacts

Good Good Good Good
News News News News
Group Group Group Group

Cdéebration
And

Discipleship
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Cycdle2 Continued

Thisce ebration service can be united with the cel ebration service of
cycle 1 or becomeaseparatelocal church.

Goaod
News
Group

!

Good Cdéebration
News And
Group Discipleship
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CYCLE 3

PEL plus recently
trained new PEL’s |

|
4 Forms new A
Evangelism — Discipleship
Team from the convertsin
cycle 2 = Pioneers
* Allow cycle 1 leadersto
&tral n these new |eaders. /

Survey
And/or

Contacts

Goaod Good Goaod Good
News News News News
Group Group Group Group

Cdebration
And

Incycle 3, the Good News Groups, celebration Servicesand
Evangelism- Discipleshiptraining should beled by the new believers
wonto Christin Cycles1and 2instead of theorigina PEL
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Cycle3 Continued

Good
News
Group

Y

Good Cdebration

News And

Group Discipleship
2

Good

News

Group
3
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CYCLE 4

NEW
PEL

7 Forms new A
Evangelism — Discipleship
Teams (pioneers) from
cycle 3, cycle 2 leaders will
train new leaders.

o )
Good Good Good Good
News News News News
\Group kGroup GroupJ \Group

Cdebration
And

Discipleship

Local leadersarenow leading al the Good New Groups, Celebration
and Discipleship groups. Thenew leaders should now betrained to lead
thechurch.
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Cycle4 Continued

Goad

News

Group
1

Y

Good Ceebration Good
News And News
Group Discipleship Group

Good
News
Group

These could beonelocal church or four different churchesdepending on
your cultural redlity. Local leadersshould beleading al cycles
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CYCLE 5

New
Church

N New

New Church Church
sends out

PEL’s and PE
teams to start
new churches.

Y

New
Church

TheNew Church reproducesitsalf.
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Using PE Strategy to Start Cell Churches

PEL

Survey

And/or
Contacts

Good " Good
News News
Group Group

Discipleship Discipleship
Group 12-15 Group 12-15
adults adults

Group

Cdebration

I
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Using P.E. for P.O.U.C.H. Church

PEL
Survey
And/or
Contact
ontacts
Good Good Good Good
News News News News
Group Group Group Group
POUCH POUCH POUCH POUCH
Church Church Church Church
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The Process of the “OIKOS’

+ Peoplewho have accepted Christ because of the conversion of the
person of peace
- Not yet abeliever

Mary's
sister
((Marthe)
- F N Mary's
John's Coworker
(Ruth) —v

(Jacob)

TheProcess Continues...
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(Thestrategy)

FIRST CYCLE
1% Step- SURVEYSAND CONTACTS (Discover those
who are interested)

1.Find the man of peace (Luke 10: 5-6). Discover those people (non-
Chrigtians) whowould beinterested in having aBible study and/or worship
serviceintheir home. In some cultures, it may be necessary to makein-
depth contacts, or rather, friendswith those you want to reachin order to
motivatetheir interest in having aBible study intheir home.

2. Ak thesix questions stated in chapter seveninthe Practical Aspectsin
thismanud.

3. Present the gospel on thefirst contact only when you believethat you
will not return to that particular person or house. Otherwise build a
relationship.

4. Determineatarget areathat you are ableto attend. Then update your
information about the peoplewho livethere.

2" Step-GOOD NEWS or NEW LIFE GROUPS,
1stcycle

1. Takeadl of thenecessary materiastothestudy (lessons, tracts, copies
of the Good NewsBible Studiesor Stories.)

2. Persondly dothelessonswiththegroup. Do not let them takethemto
do a homeduring theweek by themselves. Doing thestudiestogether
will buildreationships. Begintheevangdidtic cdl groupsfollowingthe
Good NewsBible Studiesor Stories with four to ten different groups
of familiesor lost peoplein different locations. Lead asmany groups
asyou possibly can, but no morethan you can successfully manage.
You may choseto usethesmplified evangdistic tudy New Lifewith
peoplewho havedifficulty reading long texts. Another optionwould
beto create your own culturally appropriate storiesusethe storying
methodsby J. O. Terry and Jackson Day found in thisbook.

146



Thomas Wade Akins

First Cycle of Good News Studies

PEL TrainsEvangelism
Discipleship Team

¥ +

OBSERVE: In some cultures these may become three
different local churches.

3rd Step- “SIX TRUTHS FOR THE NEW
CHRISTIAN”

Dotheimmediatefollow-up withthe new Christians. You may use“ Six
Truthsfor theNew Chrigtian” (Appendix 1) or any other follow-up designed
to affirmand guide new believers. Follow-up should bedoneinthefirst
48 hours after aconversion.

4" Step - WORSHIP SERVICES AND FOLLOW UP
BIBLE STUDIES

1. The pioneer will inviteall those who have compl eted the Good News
Bible Studiesto join together for discipleship studies and celebration
services. Thepurpose of these studieswill beto lead thosewho have not
accepted Chrigt to understand sal vation and then teach the new Christians
to practicetheir faith. For example, anew Christian should understand
well about hisold and new nature, and thefight that will occur betweenthe
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two natures. He should learn how towin over hisold naturethrough the
power of theHoly Spirit. If thisisnot clearly understood by anew Chridtian,
he may have awrong understanding about the Bible, and may even fed
that hehaslost hissdvation. Itisfor thisreason that the Follow-up materid
Issoimportant in teaching the new Christianshow to exercisetheir faith.
However, the understanding of Christian doctrine without a practical
applicationhasnovaue. Therefore, thesesix truthsof thefaith should be
taught: assurance of salvation and eterndl life, baptism, how to read the
Bible, prayer, theneed of beongingtoalocd evangdicd church, and how
tosharethefaith (Appendix 1).

2. Thesedisci pleship meetingsand cel ebration serviceswill bethebeginning
of the new church. Usethetimeof worshipto praisetheLord, pray, and
informally teach the Bible using indirect methodsand/or Storying.

PEL TrainsEvangelism
Discipleship Team

¥ v M

\l Cele:ration /

and
Discipleship

Thosewho have completed the Good News studieswill now join
for wor ship.
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OBSERVE: In someculturesit may beabetter optiontokeep the
Good News Groups separ ate and allow each to becomeit’s own
local chur ch which will multiply itslf.

3. The pioneer hasthe option to use the discipleship studiesasapart of
thecel ebration service or teach these studies at adifferent time; perhapsin
acell or before or after the celebration service.

4. Do not allow anyone to begin any other series of studies before
completing al of thediscipleshipmateria. For example, if someonejoins
thediscipleship study at thefourth lesson, he can completethe studiesbut
should then completethefirst threelessons of the discipleship material
before beginning the next study.

5. Sometimesyou may need to lead the discipleship studiesintwo-step
sessions. [nother words, onelesson can bedivided sothat itisstudiedin
two meetings. Remember to usethe Indirect Method in order to promote
thelearner’ sinvolvement.

SECOND CYCLE

1. Trainthenew local leader sto help lead thestudiesusingindirect
method. The pioneer will now train those who are potential leadersto
lead the Good News studiesand the discipleshipinthehomes. Duringthe
second cyclethey will accompany the pioneer as heleadsthe new Good
Newsstudiesin other homes. The new local |eaderswill accompany the
pioneer through a series of studiesbeforethey themselveswill lead an
entireseries. The pioneer should start asmany Good News Studiesin
other homesintheareaashepossibly can.

Designateaspecia timeto train small groupsof laymento lead thework
(Good News Bible Studies or Stories, discipleship material, children
minigtries, and others). Theseleaderscannot betrained in mass.

M ake acommitment to God to train thelocal leadersoneon oneor in
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small groupsusing agood discipleship program. God will raiseupthose
whothepioneer will wanttotrainindividualy. Allow onehour toteachthe
materia, and another hour to practicetheministry. For good leadership
training to occur, itisimperativethat timeisinvested not just in study, but
inthefield. Do not let Sataninterferewithyour practical training.

Discipleship
Training

For
Leaders

2. Begin moreGood NewsBiblestudiesin other homesin thearea
with thenew convertshelpingthepioneer. Thesestudiesarenot to be
doneinthemeeting hall used for the celebration service but inthe homes
of non-Chrigtians.

Disciplenew believersusing good follow-up studies. Thismanud includes
the” Six Truthsfor theNew Chrigtians’ by ThomasW. Akins, “Discipleship
for Locd Leaders’ by Waylon Mooreand ThomasW. Akinsand“Beginning
aNew Lifein Chrigt” by Christy A. Brawner. If thestudiesaretoolong,
divide each chapter intwo weeks.

Second Cycle of Good News Studies
Thenew local leader swill accompany thepioneer inthenew
studies

3. Lead celebration services. Whilethe pioneer isleading new Good
News studiesin the home of non-Christians, accompanied by the new
locd |leaders, hewill continueleading the cel ebration serviceand discipleship
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